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A Griotis
sometimes called
aJALI in Mali,
Both men and women can

be griots.



African Oral Traditions

I. Introduction

Africa has a rich cultural tradition, values and history. In order to keep this history and values alive through story-telling, traditional African stories are spoken rather than written. These stories teach cultural values. A storyteller called a griot passes this oral tradition from generation to generation. The oral traditions of Africa tell stories of tricksters, animal fables proverbs, riddles, and songs.  This proverb reflects the value placed on passing on traditions: “The young cannot teach the old.” 
II. African Proverbs

A proverb is a simple saying that is known by everyone and repeated often.  Proverbs are usually recognized by most people to be true and common-sense.  A proverb is usually very clever and catches on very quickly. Proverbs often sound similar in more than one language.  A proverb’s meaning is usually the same in many languages around the world.

DIRECTIONS: Analyze and interpret the African proverbs below. Explain the values being expressed in each proverb and write the American proverb that is similar to that African proverb.

	AFRICAN PROVERB
	VALUES BEING EXPRESSED
	AMERICAN EQUIVALENT 

	Never test the depth of water with both feet. (Ghana)


	
	

	Do not tell the man who is carrying you that he stinks.(Sierra Leone)


	
	

	He who hunts two rats catches none. (Uganda)


	
	

	Copying everyone else all the time, the monkey one day cut his throat. (Zululand, South Africa)


	
	


III. The Tale of a Dilemma 
DIRECTIONS: Actively read (highlight/underline important words/phrases, circle words you do not understand) the story below, “The Tale of a Dilemma”.  Then fill in the template below.
Vocabulary: 

Dilemma- a very difficult decision that has to be made between two choices, where both choices are equally undesirable or unattractive.
An old man had three children, all boys. When they had grown up to manhood, he called them together and told them that now he was very old and no longer able to provide, even for himself. He ordered them to go out and bring him food and clothing. 
The three brothers set out and after a very long while they came to a large river. As they had gone on together for such a time, they decided that once they got across, they would separate. They agreed that in a year, they would come back to the same spot.

So they parted, and at the end of the year, as agreed, they found their way back to the riverside. The eldest asked the youngest what he got during his travels, and the boy replied, “I have nothing but a mirror, but it has a wonderful power. If you look into it, you can see all over the country, no matter how far away.” When asked, in turn, what he had gotten, the second brother replied “Only a pair of sandals that are so full of power that if one puts them on one can walk at once to any place in the country in one step.” The eldest himself said: “I, too, have obtained but a little, a small calabash (container) of very powerful medicine that could cure any illness.  That is all. But let us look into the mirror and see how father is doing.”
The youngest took out his mirror, and they looked into it and saw that their father was already dead and that even the funeral was finished. Then the elder said: “Let us rush home and see what we can do.” So the second brought out his sandals, and all three place their feet inside them, and immediately, they were brought to their father’s grave. Then the oldest shook the medicine out of his bag and poured it over the grave. At once their father arose as if nothing had been the matter with him. Now, which of these sons performed the best?

 The son who performed the best was ______________________________________.  This is because ___

________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________.  Even though the other sons did _____________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ and _______________________

_______________________________________________________________________________,

they did not perform as well because ______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. Overall, the lesson of this story was _______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
	EXCELLENT
· Clearly interprets the African proverbs and uses active reading skills/strategies.

· Argues a side accurately using relevant information in the written statement that demonstrates a clear and detailed understanding of “The Tale of a Dilemma”, as well as uses a counter argument and interprets the lesson of the story. 

· Product is creative, accurate, and complete.
	   GOOD

· Interprets the African proverbs and uses active reading strategies.

· Argues a side using relevant information in the written statement that demonstrates an understanding of “The Tale of a Dilemma”.

· Has a counter argument that is clear. 

· Interprets the lesson of the story.

· Product is complete and creative 
	SATISFACTORY

· Interprets the African proverbs with some accuracy and/or little active reading strategies are used.

· Uses supporting details that are relevant, but limited, general, or inconsistent in the written statement about “The Tale of a Dilemma” and/or argument is unclear.

· Counter argument is attempted, but unclear.

· Does not clearly interpret the lesson of the story.

· Product is complete.
	UNSATISFACTORY 

· Does not interpret African proverbs accurately and/or use little or no active reading strategies.
· There are minimal details and/or details given are not accurate about “The Tale of a Dilemma” and/or argument is unclear.
· Does not accurately present a counter argument and interpret the lesson of the story.
· Product is incomplete
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