Age of Exploration
I. Introduction

Beginning in the late 1400s, the rulers of Portugal and Spain, jealous of the great wealth trade had brought the Italian city-states, became interested in exploration.  They saw exploration as a way to put more money into their treasuries and to spread Christianity to new lands.  To these ends, first Portugal, and then Spain, supported a series of voyages to find an alternate route to the East Indies, which were the source of “spices European needed to preserve and flavor meats.”  Until this time Arab traders, had brought spices from the Indies by sea and overland to Egypt, where they were sold to Italian merchants for resale in Europe. 

DIRECTIONS: Actively read (highlight/underline words/phrases that are important, circle words you do not understand) the documents below.  Evaluate if the reasons stated were worth exploring or not.  Explain your answers.

DOCUMENT 1: Motives of Explores 
 Small groups of sailors set out in wooden ships to water they did not know.  They often had only the vaguest (not clear) ideas of they would find, and sometimes, their expectations were wrong.  They went for various reasons.  Common sailors often went simply because it was their job or because they felt allegiance (loyalty/commitment) to a particular captain.  Captains and expedition leaders went because they were promised a share of anticipated profits—gold or spices.  Financial backers, such as merchants and kings, paid for voyages because they expected to gain something: land, power, money (GOLD), future trade, opportunities, or converts to their religion (GOD).  None were resistant to the possibilities of GLORY: fame and honor.
What is the historical circumstances surrounding the Age of Exploration? 
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DOCUMENT 2: The Sailors

Sailors risked a lot by exploring.  They certainly knew that their chances of retuning from a long voyage were only 50/50.  For the non-sailor, the crowded conditions and poor food would have made life unbearable.  Seasoned sailors; however, were accustomed (used to) long periods with nothing to eat or drink except stale water, stale biscuits, and pea soup filled with salted meat.  Because the ship was very small, the living conditions were very unsanitary and injuries were common and frequently resulted in death.  
What is the author’s purpose for writing this document?  __________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

DOCUMENT 3: Scurvy

“It rotted all my gums, which gave out a black and putrid (decaying) blood. My thighs and lower legs were black and gangrenous (infected/diseased), and I was forced to use my knife each day to cut into the flesh in order to release this black and foul blood.  I also used my knife on my gums, which were livid (red and inflamed) and growing over my teeth. . .When I had cut away this dead flesh and caused much black blood to flow, I rinsed my mouth and teeth with my urine to disinfect rubbing them very hard. . .And unfortunate thing was that I could not eat, desiring more to swallow than to chew. . .Many of our people died of it every day, and I saw bodies thrown into the sea constantly, three out of four at a time.  For the most part, they died with no aid given them, expiring behind some case or chest, their eyes and the soles of their feet gnawed (chewed) away by the rats.”
What is the point of view of the person writing this document?  _____________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

DOCUMENT 4: Spices

“And why were spices—especially clove, cinnamon, nutmeg, mace, and pepper—so avidly (enthusiastic) sought after in this era?  They were part of life in both the European and Asiatic worlds.  They flavored all kinds of cooked food.  They were used in perfumes and (like myrrh) for embalming (preserving).  Spices were among the most important ingredients of medicines.  Before tea, coffee, and chocolate had been introduced to Europe, spices pepped up beer and wine, and in lieu of refrigeration, they masked the unpleasant savor of decomposing food.  Spices also were important to trade and make money.  
What is the purpose of the author to write this document?  _________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

Name: ______________________________________

Band: _______

TURNING POINTS IN HISTORY 

DIRECTIONS: A turning point is a major event, idea, or historical development that brings about significant change
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Source: James Killoran et al,, The Key to Understanding Global History, Jarrett Publishing
(adapted)




