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Christopher Columbus
I. Introduction

The adventures and achievements of Christopher Columbus have stirred controversy among historians for over a century.  In 1992, 500 years after Columbus’s four voyages to the New World, sparked debate between those who regard him as a great explorer and true picture of the Renaissance spirit of discovery and others, who regard him as an exploiter, leader of the first invasion of European barbarians, which resulted in the 16th century conquests of the Aztec under Hernando Cortés and the Incas at the hands of Francisco Pizarro. Columbus remains a puzzling figure.  His reputation as a skilled navigator has been challenged, and his handling of men was clumsy at best.  Still, he provides an important example of an individual who, through supreme confidence in his abilities and in the rightness of h is vision, altered (changed) the course of history.  
DIRECTIONS: With a partner, analyze and actively read the documents below, explain the point of view for each author writing this document.  Then explain to what extent the document is a reliable source of evidence for understanding Christopher Columbus and his encounters in the Americas. 
Point of view – an opinion, usually showing some facts leaning in one direction.

Reliability – determined based on how useful the information/document is for a particular purpose.  Answers can be RELIABLE, SOMEWHAT RELIABLE, NOT RELIABLE as long as your answer is proven with accurate facts/knowledge.  

	DOCUMENT
	Based on this document, identify the author’s POINT OF VIEW concerning Christopher Columbus and his encounters in the Americas.
	To what extent is this document a RELIABLE SOURCE OF EVIDENCE for understanding Christopher Columbus and his encounters in the Americas? 
(reliable, somewhat reliable, not reliable) EXPLAIN YOUR ANSWER!

	“When Columbus and his men returned to Haiti in 1493, they demanded food, gold, spun cotton—whatever Indians had they wanted, including sex with their women.  To ensure cooperation (make sure people followed the rules), Columbus punished by example. When an Indian committed even a minor (little) offense, the Spanish cut off his ears or nose.  Disfigured, the person was sent back to his village as living evidence of the brutality the Spaniards were capable of.”

 – James W. Loewen, Historian


	
	

	“At daybreak, great multitudes (large amounts) of men came to the shore, all young and of fine shapes and very handsome.  Their hair was not curl, but loose and coarse like horse-hair.  All have foreheads much wider than any people I have seen.  Their eyes are large and very beautiful.  They show much love towards others.  I gave to all I approached whatever articles I had about me, such as cloth and many other things. . .Thus they traded like idiots, cotton and gold for fragments of bows, glasses, bottles, and jars.  I thought this unjust (unfair) and I gave them many beautiful things, taking nothing from them in return.  I did this in order that they might be led to become Christians and to respect the King and Queen. . . On my arrival at sea, I had taken some Indians by force from the first island that I came to, in order that they might learn our language and communicate to us what they knew. . . I could conquer the whole of them with fifty men and govern them as I please.” – Christopher Columbus, letter to Lord Sanchez, treasure of the Spanish monarchs


	
	

	“In Haiti, where he and his men imagined huge gold fields to exist, they ordered all persons 14 years and older to collect a certain quantity (amount) of gold every three months. When they brought it, they were given copper tokens to hand around their necks.  Indians found with a copper token had their hands cut off and bled to death. . .. . .Trying to put together an army of resistance, the Arawaks face Spaniards who had armor, muskets (guns), swords, and horses.  When the Spaniards took prisoners, they hanged them or burned them to death.  Among the Arawaks, mass suicides began.  Infants were killed to “save” them from the Spaniards.  In two years, through murder, mutilation (disfigured/injuries), or suicide, half of the 250,000 Indians on Haiti were dead.”  – Howard Zinn, A History of People


	
	

	“I have exciting news to report about my travels. I saw very green trees and much water and fruit of various kinds.  Many native peoples gathered near us and I greet them so that they would be kind toward us because I know that they were people to be delivered and converted to our holy faith (Christianity) by love than by force. The native brought parrots and cotton thread in balls and many other things.  I expect this is the beginning of a wonderful relationship and will prove to be quite profitable ($) for the Kingdom of Spain.  I plan on sending search parties of our men and the native peoples to mine for gold.  I have also found an abundance of spices, such as cinnamon and sugar.”– Christopher Columbus, letter to King Ferdinand


	
	

	“I am writing you in urgency (hurry) so that you may send several of your best men from the tribe, for we are being invaded by white men.  They come demanding gold, food, spices, and cotton.  They are ruining mother earth by destroying our cornfields and killing wild animals, which we have lived with for hundreds of years.  Men from our tribe have been kidnapped, taken on large ships, and have not returned.  They cut the nose off of one of our elders for violating their laws.  We are not allowed to perform our native rituals and medicine practices because they are forcing us to believe in their religion (Christianity).  These white men do not use arrows; their weapons destroy our tribesmen in one shot (guns).  Their soldiers also kill our men by using rabid dogs to ripe open limbs and also harm our women (rape).  Please send your best men to save us!”– Chief Geronimo (Arawak Indian Tribe), letter to Chief Tacoma
	
	


