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Genghis Khan
I. Introduction
By the 11th century A.D. large groups of nomadic peoples populated the area near the Altai Mountains in Central Asia.  A tribal leader named Temujin, eventually united all of the other clans in the area and defeated those who did not join him.  As the sole leader of these people, Tenmujin was given the title “Genghis Khan”, which means “Emperor Ruler” in Mongolian.  Through his strict military leadership and aggressive foreign policy, Genghis Khan would create the Mongolian Empire, the largest empire in human history. 
DIRECTIONS: Read about the things Genghis Khan rule did for Mongols. Underline/highlight important information and circle words/phrases you do not understand.  Evaluate whether his actions were good or bad (E, G, S, F).
	GENGHIS KHAN’S ACTIONS
	GRADE

	Mongolian Soldiers
Genghis Khan required strict military discipline and demanded absolute loyalty.  Genghis Khan always wanted his soldiers to take the lead in battle, so his warriors always attacked even while they were trying to defend themselves from attackers.  All Mongolian soldiers were required to ride horses and be skilled with using a bow and arrow.  This made Mongolian soldiers trained to shoot their arrows while quickly riding on horseback.  Most other armies were not as skilled—they could only shoot their arrows from standing position.  A Mongol solider could turn around completely on their horse while riding their horse at full speed to shoot enemies following behind them.  Mongolian soldiers could shoot their arrows as far as 300 yards (the length of 3 football fields).  Their armor was also very light and flexible, which allowed Mongolian soldiers to move easily, while Europeans armor was heavy steel that made it hard for them to move.

	

	 Arrow heads:
Some arrow heads were used to kill, while others were for creating fear in their enemies.  Genghis Khan felt it was okay to use fear and torture as weapons.


	

	Military Strategy—Psychological Warfare

Aside from training and organization of the Mongol army, Genghis Khan was known for his method used to accomplish military goals.  Genghis Khan would use spies to spread rumors that his army was even more powerful than it really was.  These spies also made it known that the Mongol army would kill all those who oppose it, even women and children.  On the other hand, it was also known that if a city surrendered, they would not be treated badly.  This is known as psychological warfare.  

	

	Economic Growth
Political stability set the stage for economic growth for the Mongol Empire.  Under the protection of the Mongols, who took control over the Silk Road, a trade route that connected China and the Middle East, trade flourished across Eurasia (Europe & Asia).  Cultural exchanges increased as food, tools, inventions, and ideas spread along the protected trade routes.  From China, the use of windmills and gunpowder moved to Europe and techniques of papermaking reached the Middle East, and crops and tress from the Middle East were carried to East Asia.

	

	Laws:

Genghis Khan made laws stressed moral (good) standards and respect for resources and people, which lead to less robbery, murder, and adultery (being unfaithful) .   However, those who did not follow Mongol Rule were sometimes beaten with canes, crushed to death by heavy stones, and set on fire.  Also, if a person did not pay taxes, they would take their property.  If the person did not have property, they took their children.  If they did not have children, they took off the person’s head.


	

	Toleration & Justice

Once the Mongols conquered lands, they were not cruel.  Genghis Khan set an example for his successors (people who would take over after his death).  Genghis Khan ruled conquered lands with toleration (accepting other ways of life) and justice (fairness).  Although he was a Mongol warrior that had no use for city life, Genghis Khan listened to ideas of Confucians, Buddhists, Christians, Muslims, and Jews.  Genghis Khan did not accept racism and a specific religion.  He felt all races and religions should be honored and respected.  As long as the conquered people paid tribute to the Mongols, they could live as they pleased.

	

	Women

Women were important in Mongol society.  Women had to manage the family’s flocks and herds, while adult males were a part of the army.  Because women were important within the family, they had many rights unlike Europeans and Asians did not.  Mongol women could buy, sell, or trade their husband’s possessions because they were trusted and obedient to the family.  
	


Name: ________________________________________     Band: ________
DIRECTIONS: Fill in the template with the appropriate information.  You are to assess Genghis Khan’s rule as Mongol leader.  Use specific details about the actions he did as a leader to back up your argument.


By the 11th century A.D. large groups of nomadic peoples populated the area near the Altai Mountains in Central Asia.  A tribal leader named Temujin, eventually united all of the other clans in the area and defeated those who did not join him.  As the sole leader of these people, Tenmujin was given the title “Genghis Khan”, which means “Emperor Ruler” in Mongolian.  Through his strict military leadership and aggressive foreign policy, Genghis Khan would create the Mongolian Empire, the largest empire in human history.  Genghis Khan’s rule was a good/bad (circle one) leader for several reasons. 

One reason Genghis Khan’s rule was a good/bad (circle one) leader was ________________________
________________________________________________________________________.  This shows Genghis Khan’s rule was good/bad (circle one) because __________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.  A second reason Genghis Khan’s was a good/bad(circle one) leader was ___________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________.  This shows Genghis Khan’s rule was good/bad (circle one) because _______________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________.  Even though some of Genghis Khan’s actions were good/bad (circle the opposite argument), for example, Genghis Khan (give arguments that show the opposite position) ____________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________, other actions taken as Mongol ruler outweighed this, such as (state more good or bad things that match your original argument) ______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 

	EXCELLENT
· Argues a side accurately using relevant information in the written statement that demonstrates a clear and detailed understanding of Genghis Khan’s leadership.

· Accurately and clearly gives two or more examples counter arguing of Genghis Khan’s leadership.

· Uses key words accurately.

· Product is creative, accurate, and complete.
	   GOOD

· Argues a side using relevant information in the written statement that demonstrates an understanding of Genghis Khan’s leadership.

· Has a counter argument about Genghis Khan’s leadership.

· Uses key words in which most are accurately used.

· Product is complete and creative. 
	SATISFACTORY

· Argues a side

· Uses supporting details that are relevant, but limited, general, or inconsistent in the written statement about Genghis Khan’s leadership.

· Counter argument about Genghis Khan’s leadership is unclear.

· Does not use key words and/or does not display a clear understanding of the definition.

· Product is complete.
	UNSATISFACTORY 

· Does not argue a side and or does not argue a side accurately. 
· There are minimal details and/or details given are not accurate about   Genghis Khan’s leadership.
· Does not accurately present a counter argument.
· Key words are not used or inaccurate.
· Product is incomplete.
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Impact means how people or a nation were affected by the decisions made and actions taken by a leader.








