Geography of Japan
I. Introduction

Japan is an archipelago (chain of islands) found off the coast of Asia.  In total, Japan has over 3,400 islands, many of which are too rocky and mountainous to be lived on.  Because Japan is isolated, it has mostly been safe from invasion, which has given people who live there an opportunity to pick and choose what cultures they borrow from. 
DIRECTIONS: With your group members, visit each station that discusses the geographic context of Japan.  Then, using the enduring issue, impact of the environment on humans, assess if this affects Japanese society in a positive or negative way.
Impact of Environment on Humans: impact of natural physical barriers, impact of access to seas, impact of natural resources, impact of access to fertile soil, impact of physical geography, impact of natural disasters, impact of flooding, impact of earthquake destruction, impact of destruction by tsunamis, impact of efforts to mitigate (lessen/ease) natural disasters.  
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An enduring issue is an issue that exists across time. It is one that many societies have attempted to address with varying degrees of success. One enduring issue is impact of environment on humans, which means ____

____________________________________________________________________________________________________. This enduring issue has been seen in Japan’s geography. One example of the enduring issue of impact of environment on humans can be seen in Japanese geography is (example 1 & explanation) ________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

This enduring issue of impact of environment on humans affects Japanese society in a positive/negative way because __________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
A second example of the enduring issue of impact of environment on humans can be seen in Japanese geography is (example 2 & explanation) _________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

This enduring issue of impact of environment on humans affects Japanese society in a positive/negative way because __________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

	EXCELLENT (5)

· Clearly identifies and accurately defines an enduring issue.

· Evidence and examples presented pertain to task in great detail and support thesis and matches the E.I.
· Develops a thoughtful and in-depth argument about it impacts people or how they have been affected. 

· Is more analytical or descriptive
	GOOD (3.5-4.5)

· Identifies and defines an enduring issue.

· Evidence and examples presented pertain to task with sufficient detail, support thesis and matches the E.I.
· Develops an argument in some detail about how the E.I. affected people.

· Is more descriptive than analytical.


	SATISFACTORY (1.5-3)

· Identifies and accurately defines an enduring issue; may include minor inaccuracies or identifies, but does not define an enduring issue or definition is unclear.

· Evidence and examples are used, but there are minimal details and/or does not clearly support the E.I or position taken and/or there are some inaccuracies; and/or documents are primarily copied.

· Argument is not clearly explained on in depth about how the E.I. affected people.

· Lacks analysis; provides only description.


	UNSATISFACTORY (0-1)

· Fails to develop the task or may only refer to the issue in a general way; OR includes no relevant facts, examples, or details; OR includes only evidence copies from the documents; OR includes only entire documents copied; OR is illegible; OR is a blank paper.


