[image: image1.jpg]


Islam – A Way of Life
The religion of Islam, whose followers are called Muslims, began nearly 1,400 years ago in the city of Mecca located on the Arabian Peninsula, which is between Africa and Asia. This region was mostly desert, yet it was home to many Arab tribes. While the Byzantine Empire was at its peak, the Muslim Arabs were developing into an important political and military force.  
Directions: Actively read below about the religion of Islam. Highlight/underline the beliefs and the difference that Islam has with Islam. Fill in the template that follows after you have read the whole document.

Islam
 The word “Islam” means to “do what Allah says.” The word “Allah” is simply the Arabic word for God, who is the same universal God worshipped by people of all faiths.   Islam officially began with the teachings of a man named Muhammad, who was born in Mecca about the year 570 C.E. He worked first as a shepherd and then as a merchant. He was not happy with the people around him because he thought that people should not be worshipping many gods, but should instead listen to the message of Abraham (to worship only one god).  Muhammad loved to pray and meditate in the mountains. On one of those occasions, in the year 610 CE, when he was about 40 years old, he received a revelation or vision from God through the angel Jibril (Gabriel). He continued to receive messages from God throughout his life and he began preaching to others what he had learned. His main message is that there was no other God but Allah and that people should lead their lives in a way that was pleasing to Allah.  
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To be a good Muslim, all Muslims had to perform five basic duties known as the Five Pillars of Islam. The first is to make a declaration of faith. The declaration of faith states, “There is no god, but God, Muhammad is the messenger of God.” Muslims believe that god has sent other prophets, including Abraham, Moses, and Jesus, but Muhammad is the greatest prophet. The second is to pray five times daily. After ritual washing, Muslims face the holy city of Mecca to pray. Although Muslims may pray anywhere, they often gather in houses of worship called mosques.  The third pillar is to give charity to the poor. The fourth is to fast from sunrise to sunset during the holy month of Ramadan, the month in which Mohammad received his first revelations from God. The fifth pillar is to make the hajj, or pilgrimage to Mecca, if a person is able. 
Like Judaism and Christianity, Islam is monotheistic, based on the belief of one god. The holy book of Islam is called the Koran (or Quaran).  The teachings of Koran share many beliefs with Judaism and Christianity.   For instance, Muslims, Jews and Christians all believe that Moses and Abraham were important prophets or messengers of God who preached important messages from God.  According to Islam, Muhammad, was the last and greatest messenger or prophet in human history. Also all three religions believe in heaven and hell and a day of judgment. 
Name: ___________________________________

Band:______

Islam was founded by ______________________________.  After seeing how people lived their lives and their beliefs, Muhammad felt that the best way people should practice religion is by __________________________________________________.  Islam has many beliefs, which affect its followers in a positive/negative (circle one) way.  

Muslims have many beliefs. Muslims believe there are many duties they must carry out.  This is known as _________________________.  One duty of Islam is ___________________________________, which means ___________________________________________________________________________
__________________________.    This affects its followers in a positive/negative (circle one) way because ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________.  
A second duty of Islam is _____________________________, which means _______________________

_______________________________________________________________________________.   This affects its followers in a positive/negative (circle one) way because ____________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________.  A third duty of Islam is ______________________, which means ________________________________

______________________________________________________________.   This affects its followers in a positive/negative (circle one) way because ____________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________.  
Overall, Islam affects it followers in a positive/negative (circle one) way.   
	EXCELLENT

· Topic sentence clearly states a specific position.
· Evidence has 3 or more supporting facts from the document to support position.

· Analysis is in-depth and completely supports the position taken.

· Link of the evidence and analysis is clear and connected to the topic sentence.
	GOOD

· Topic sentence is clear, but does not state a specific position.
· Evidence has 2-3 supporting facts from the document to support position.
· Analysis is vague and/or partly supports the position.
· Link of the evidence and analysis is connected to the topic sentence
	SATISFACTORY

· Topic sentence is not clear and/or does not state a position.

· Evidence is present, but does not have details and/or support position taken.

· Analysis has little details and/or does not support the position.

· Link of the evidence and analysis is not clear and/or present and/or does not connect to the topic sentence.
	UNSATISFACTORY

· Topic sentence is not present.
· Evidence is not present to support position and/or evidence does not support the position taken.

· Analysis is not present and/or does not support the position taken.

· Link of the evidence and analysis is not present.


