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Islam – A Way of Life
 The religion of Islam, whose followers are called Muslims, began nearly 1,400 years ago in the city of Mecca located on the Arabian Peninsula, which is between Africa and Asia. This region was mostly desert, yet it was home to many Arab tribes. While the Byzantine Empire was at its peak, the Muslim Arabs were developing into an important political and military force.  
Directions: 

Islam
  The word “Islam” means to “do what Allah says.” The word “Allah” is simply the Arabic word for God, who is the same universal God worshipped by people of all faiths.   Islam officially began with the teachings of a man named Muhammad, who was born in Mecca about the year 570 C.E. He worked first as a shepherd and then as a merchant. He was not happy with the people around him because he thought that people should not be worshipping many gods, but should instead, listen to the message of Abraham (to worship only one god).  Muhammad loved to pray and meditate in the mountains. On one of those occasions, in the year 610 CE, when he was about 40 years old, he received a revelation or vision from God through the angel Jibril (Gabriel). He continued to receive messages from God throughout his life and he began preaching to others what he had learned. His main message is that there was no other God but Allah and that people should lead their lives in a way that was pleasing to Allah.  
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To be a good Muslim , all Muslims had to  perform five basic duties known as the Five Pillars of Islam. The first is to make a declaration of faith. The second is to pray five times daily. Muslims face the holy city of Mecca to pray. Although Muslims may pray anywhere, they often gather in houses of worship called  mosques.  The third pillar is to give charity to the poor. The fourth is to fast from sunrise to sunset during the holy month of Ramadan-the month in which Mohammad received his first revelations from God. The fifth pillar is to make the hajj, or pilgrimage to Mecca, if a person is able. 
Like Judaism and Christianity, Islam is monotheistic, based on the belief of one god. The holy book of Islam is called the Koran.  The teachings of Koran share many beliefs with Judaism and Christianity.   For instance, Muslims, Jews and Christians all believe that Moses and Abraham were important prophets or  messengers of God who preached important messages from God.  According to Islam, Muhammad ,was the last and greatest messenger or prophet in human history. Also all three religions believe in heaven and hell and a day of judgment. 
Islam was founded by ______________________________.  After seeing how people lived their lives and their beliefs, Muhammad felt that the best way people should practice religion is by __________________________________________________.  Islam has many beliefs, which affect its followers in a positive/negative (circle one) way.  


Islam is a monthesitc/polythesitc (circle correct answer) religion.  This means ______

__________________________________________________.  This is similar to the religions _______________________ and ____________________________ because all three religions believe that (state 2 similar beliefs) _______________________________ _______________and ___________________________________________________.

Muslims believe there are many duties they must carry out.  This is known as ____________

_____________.  One duty of Islam is ______________________.  This belief is about ________________________________________________________________.    This affects its followers in a positive/negative (circle one) way because ____________________

____________________________________________________________________.  
A second duty of Islam is ______________________.  This belief is about _______________

______________________________________________________.   This affects its followers in a positive/negative (circle one) way because ___________________________

____________________________________________________________________.  A third duty of Islam is ______________________.  This belief is about _______________

______________________________________________________.   This affects its followers in a positive/negative (circle one) way because ___________________________

____________________________________________________________________.  


Overall, Islam affects it followers in a positive/negative (circle one) way.   This is because 

_____________________________________________ and _____________________

____________________________________________________________________.  

	EXCELLENT
· Argues a side accurately using relevant information in the written statement that demonstrates a clear and detailed understanding of Buddhism.

· Accurately and clearly compares Buddhism and Hinduism using details. 

· Uses key words accurately.

· Product is creative, accurate, and complete.
	GOOD

· Argues a side using relevant information in the written statement that demonstrates an understanding of Buddhism.

· Accurately compares Buddhism and Hinduism. 

· Uses key words in which most are accurately used.

· Product is complete and creative 


	SATISFACTORY

· Argues a side

· Uses supporting details that are relevant, but limited, general, or inconsistent in the written statement about Buddhism.

· Does not clearly and/or accurately compare Buddhism and Hinduism. 

· Does not use key words and/or does not display a clear understanding of the definition.

· Product is complete.
	UNSATISFACTORY 

· Does not argue a side and or does not argue a side accurately. 
· There are minimal details and/or details given are not accurate about both beliefs and/or do not correctly explain the beliefs.
· Key words are not used or inaccurate.
· Product is incomplete


