Japanese Feudalism 
I. Introduction

In the Middle Ages, the main government in Japan, led by the Japanese emperor and the daimyos (or local lords), began to lose power.  The daimyos became more interested in money and luxury than being good leaders.  As a result, conflicts increased and people started seeking protection.  The power of the emperor and the daimyo decreased.  Just like in Europe during this time, a political system of feudalism started – the power was spread out amongst many powerful leaders (decentralized government). These leaders started exchanging land for protection, loyalty and labor. 
II. Comparison: Feudalism in Japan and Europe
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…In both western Europe and Japan, feudalism was highly militaristic, Both the medieval West and Japan went through long centuries of unusually frequent and bitter internal warfare, based in large part on feudal loyalties and rivalries. Although this warfare was more confined (limited) to the warrior-landlord class in Europe than in Japan, in both instances feudalism summed up a host of elite military virtues (qualities) that long impeded (delayed/blocked) the development of more stable centralized government. These values included physical courage, personal or family alliances, loyalty, ritualized combat, and often contempt (dislike) for non-warrior groups such as peasants and merchants. - Peter Stearns, World Civilizations: The Global Experience
Japanese feudalism was based on the ideas of the Chinese philosopher Confucius.  Confucius stressed morality and filial piety, or respect for elders and other superiors. In Japan, it was the moral duty of the daimyo and samurai to protect the peasants and villagers in their region. In return, the peasants and villagers were duty-bound to honor the warriors and pay taxes to them.  European feudalism was based instead on Roman imperial (royal) laws and customs, supplemented by Germanic traditions and supported by the authority of the Catholic Church. The relationship between a lord and his vassals was seen as contractual (made promises); lords offered payment and protection (provided knights), in return for which people who were given land offered complete loyalty and peasants offered food and services. - Kallie Szczepanski 

According to Peter Stearns, Kallie Szczepanski, and the diagram, identify the similarities and differences between Japanese feudalism and European feudalism.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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III. Tokugawa Shogunate 

For many years, under feudalism, Japan was very peaceful.  However, during the 1500s, many military leaders started fighting for control of Japan and the country was thrown into chaos.  Japan was not united.  It was split into many territories.  Then a powerful military leader named Tokugawa Ieyasu won control of Japan and unified Japan.  The period of the rule of shoguns (military leaders) in Japan became known as the Tokugawa Shogunate.  From this time forth, only military leaders ruled Japan for the next two hundred years under a strong and centralized government.
VI. Actions of Tokugawa Shogunate

Edict of 1635:

Europeans who visited Japan brought positive and negative influences.  The Europeans hoped to involve themselves in Japan’s trade with China and Southeast Asia.  They brought they brought clocks, eyeglasses, tobacco, and most importantly firearms, which were very helpful to the military leaders of Japan.  However, European also brought with them Christianity.  Christian missionaries introduced Christianity and converted hundreds of Japanese to this new religion .At first the Japanese accepted the missionaries in part because they associated them with the muskets (guns) and other European goods that they wanted.   These European influences made Tokugawa Ieyasu very worried.  He then banned Christianity from Japan.  He ordered to hunt down and kill or deport Christian missionaries.  This resulted in passing the Edict of 1635 or also called the Close Country Policy:
1. Japanese ships are not allowed to leave for foreign countries.

2. No Japanese is permitted to go abroad. If there is anyone who attempts to do so secretly, he must be executed. The ship so involved must be impounded and its owner arrested, and the matter must be reported to the higher authority.

3. If there is anyone who teaches Christianity, they will be sent to jail. 

4. All ships coming into Japan must be thoroughly searched for Christians. 

5. All foreign countries are not allowed to enter or trade in Japan.
Source- Japan: A Documentary History: The Dawn of History to the Late Tokugawa Period, edited by David J. Lu (Armonk, New York: M. E. Sharpe, 1997), 221-222. © 2001 M.E. Sharpe. Reproduced with the permission of the publisher. All rights reserved.
1. What is the purpose of the Edicts of 163 created by Tokugawa Shogunate? _______________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. How were people, places, and societies affected by the Edict of 1635? ____________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Isolationism:
Although the dynamics of Japanese politics at first favored the European missionary effort, when those dynamics changed, Christianity was persecuted and finally crushed. Hideyoshi (1536-1598), launched the antiforeign, anti-Christian policy.  He distrusted Europeans' motives after the Spaniards conquered the Philippines and came to question the loyalty of certain daimyo who had converted to Christianity. In 1597 he ordered the execution by crucifixion of nine Catholic missionaries and seventeen Japanese converts. In their single-minded pursuit of stability and order, the early Tokugawa also feared the rebellious potential of Christianity and quickly moved to eliminate it, even at the expense of isolating Japan and ending a century of promising commercial (business) contacts with China, Southeast Asia, and Europe.  Over time, Japan fell behind Europe in science, technology, and military power.  On the other hand, isolation gave Japan a long period of peace and stability.  During years of the Tokugawa Shogunate, Japanese culture was rich and creative.  In these times of peace, the samurai had to find peaceful hobbies because they did not have to fight.  Many samurai became great poets.  Many wrote haiku poems. The entire samurai class was expected to act honestly and set an example for the nation.  However, samurais began not to be thought of anymore as brave and noble warriors.  A certain kind of theater, called kabuki theater, made fun of samurai.  Now the samurai were laughed at by Japanese merchants (the lowest social class in Japan).  

1. What is the purpose of Tokugawa Shogunate’s isolationist policy? _____________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

2. How were people, places, and societies affected by Japan’s isolationism? ________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
HOMEWORK: Japanese Feudalism Stimulus Multiple Choice Questions
Directions: Using your handout and notes from today’s lesson, actively read the questions below and answer the questions.  
Q1.

1. Japanese ships are strictly forbidden to leave for foreign countries.

2. No Japanese is permitted to go abroad. If there is anyone who attempts to do so secretly, he must be executed. The ship so involved must be impounded and its owner arrested, and the matter must be reported to the higher authority.

3. If any Japanese returns from overseas after residing there, he must be put to death. . . .

— The Edict of 1635 Addressed to the Joint Bugyo–of Nagasaki

These rules were made by the Japanese in an attempt to

1. further cultural diffusion and strengthen interdependence

2. limit the influence of foreigners in their country

3. regulate prisoner exchanges with overseas neighbors

4. reduce the power of the shogun and the emperor
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Q2. The diagram best illustrates the social structure of feudal Japan.
1. A classless society

2. A growing middle class

3. High social mobility

4. A well-defined class system 

Q3. Merchants are shown at the bottom of this social pyramid of feudal Japan because they

1. comprised the largest percentage of Japan's population at that time

2. were viewed as having little status in the society
3. were unable to read or write
4. did not believe in the Shinto religion
