[image: image1.jpg]


Justinian’s Code of Laws

I. Introduction
The Byzantine Empire in the East (Asia) became powerful after the collapse of the mighty Roman Empire.  At that time, things were peaceful and people followed laws in the Byzantine Empire.  However, civil wars, invasions and tribes in the West were threatening to destroy Roman laws.  The Byzantine Emperor Justinian was scared that Roman laws would be destroyed and he sent a team to collect all the Roman laws before this happened.  He collected these laws and put them together into a code of laws called Justinian’s Code.  The Code of Justinian preserved (kept) Roman laws alive for hundreds of years.  
II. Justinian’s Code of Laws
	1. No one should be punished for what they think

2. It’s better for a guilty person to go free than an innocent person be punished for a crime they didn’t commit

3. No one should be punished for their parents’ crimes

4. The person who accuses someone must prove that the charge is true.  The person who is accused of a crime doesn’t have to prove their innocence

5. When a punishment is ordered by the court, the age of the guilty person has to be taken into consideration

6. Anyone who orders a crime to be committed is just as guilty as the person who committed the crime


DIRECTIONS: Actively read the following scenarios. Answer the questions that follow. 

Scenarios

#1 –Jimmy was arrested for robbing little old ladies.  While he was waiting for his trial in prison, Jimmy tricked a prison guard and escaped.  Now, the little old ladies that were robbed by Jimmy want to put Jimmy’s son in his place.
1. Which of Justinian’s laws apply to this scenario? ________
2. Under Justinian’s code, what will happen to Jimmy’s son? __________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. How do you think this case will be decided in our society? __________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
#2 – Chris didn’t do his project and got an F in Mr. Smith’s class.  Chris got angry and someone heard him saying that the grade was unfair and that “Mr. Smith will pay for it.”  Later that day, Mr. Smith was walking home and someone robbed him and hit him on the head.  Someone told the police what Chris said.  Now Chris is being suspected for committing this crime by the police.
1. Which of Justinian’s laws apply to this scenario? ________
2. Under Justinian’s code, what will happen to Chris? _______________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. How do you think this case will be decided in our society? __________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
#3 – Someone called the police and told them that Belinda, Chris’s friend, was the one who committed the crime.  Belinda broke under police questioning and said that she committed the crime.  She also said that Chris was the one who came up with the plan and that Chris paid her to do it.  
1. Which of Justinian’s laws apply to this scenario? ________
2. Under Justinian’s code, what will happen to Chris and Belinda? ______________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. How do you think this case will be decided in our society? __________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
#4 – Chris has been arrested.  The prosecutor wants to charge Chris (who’s only 14 years old) as an adult.  Chris still insists that he had nothing to do with the crime.

1. Which of Justinian’s laws apply to this scenario? ________
2. Under Justinian’s code, how should Chris be charged? _____________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. How do you think this case will be decided in our society? __________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
#5 – Belinda is now the main witness in the trial against Chris.  During the trial, it was discovered that Belinda had been in trouble before and had a long list of crimes.  It was also discovered that Chris was dating Belinda’s sister in the past, cheated and broke up with her.
1. Which of Justinian’s laws apply to this scenario? ________
2. Under Justinian’s code, what will happen to Chris? _______________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. How do you think this case will be decided in our society? __________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Using TEAL strategies, answer the aim: Did the Justinian Code preserve Roman laws? 
	EXCELLENT

· Topic sentence clearly states a specific position.
· Evidence has 3 or more supporting facts from the document to support position.

· Analysis is in-depth and completely supports the position taken.

· Link of the evidence and analysis is clear and connected to the topic sentence.
	GOOD

· Topic sentence is clear, but does not state a specific position.
· Evidence has 2-3 supporting facts from the document to support position.
· Analysis is vague and/or partly supports the position.
· Link of the evidence and analysis is connected to the topic sentence
	SATISFACTORY

· Topic sentence is not clear and/or does not state a position.

· Evidence is present, but does not have details and/or support position taken.

· Analysis has little details and/or does not support the position.

· Link of the evidence and analysis is not clear and/or present and/or does not connect to the topic sentence.
	UNSATISFACTORY

· Topic sentence is not present.
· Evidence is not present to support position and/or evidence does not support the position taken.

· Analysis is not present and/or does not support the position taken.

· Link of the evidence and analysis is not present.
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