Leonardo Da Vinci—“Renaissance Man”
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DIRECTIONS: Read about Leonardo Da Vinci’s achievement and why he was considered a “Renaissance Man”.  As you read, highlight/underline important information made him a “Renaissance man”.  Then fill out the resume.  

Renaissance writers introduced the idea that all educated people were expected to create art.  In fact, the ideal individual strove to master almost every area of study.  A man who excelled in many fields was praised as “universal man”.  Later ages, called such people “Renaissance men”.  
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Lodovico, the ruler of the city of Milan, advertised for a qualified person who could make his city safe and beautiful, which would attract people from all over Europe to come to see.  In this letter, Leonardo Da Vinci asked for a job and told of all his talents.
	LEONARDO DA VINCI’S RESUME

	SKILLS:

	ACHIEVEMENTS:

	Q. What made Leonardo Da Vinci a “Renaissance Man”?




I have extremely light and strong bridges, easily carried, and with them you may chase after and at any time, flee from the enemy.  I also have methods for destroying the bridges of the enemy.  I know how when a place is attacked to take water out of the trenches, and make bridges and ladders.





I have plans for making cannons, very easy to move, with which to hurl small stones in the manner almost of hail.





I will make covered chariots, safe, and unattackable, which, entering among the enemy, there is no body of men so great, but they would break them.  And behind these soldiers could follow behind them unhurt.





In time of peace, I believe, I can give perfect satisfaction, equal of any other in architecture and in guiding water from one place to another.  I have designed the dome of St. Peter’s Church in Rome that will stand for centuries to come in the future.





I can carry out sculpting in marble as well as bronze, or clay, and also I can do in painting whatever may be done, as well as any other.  One of my best known paintings in the world is the Mona Lisa the Last Supper.





Though I see myself as an artist, I have many other talents as well which range over many areas.  My talents cover botany (study of plants), anatomy (study of the human body), optics (study of the eyes), and music.  My biggest passion is flying.  I have many designs of flying machines and I hope one day to see one of my inventions take off into the skies.





And if any one of the above named things seem to anyone to be impossible, I am most ready to make the experiment in your park, or in whatever place may please your Excellency.  











