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Louis XIV
I. Introduction

Louis XIV was the greatest of the absolute Monarchs. Like his great-grandfather Philip II of Spain, Louis XIV firmly believed in his divine right (power comes from God) to rule.  Louis was called the Sun King. He loved praise and flattery and was very fond of pictures and statues of himself.  He believed he was the greatest of all rulers. At Versailles, Louis XIV built a palace worthy of a sun king. Louis took the sun as the symbol of his absolute power, just as the sun stands at the center of the solar system. It was the finest palace in the world. It took over 30 years to build, and as many as 35,000 people worked on it at one time.  No one knows for sure how much Versailles cost. Louis made sure that he destroyed the records of expenses before he died. 

DIRECTIONS: Read through the stations posted around the room.  With your group members, evaluate the actions taken by Louis XIV and decide if his reign was good or bad for France.  

	LOUIE XIV ACTIONS
	EXPLANATION FOR GRADE

	The Sun King
	Louis XIV’s reign was good/bad (circle one) for France because _________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Louis XIV Strengthens Royal Power
	Louis XIV’s reign was good/bad (circle one) for France because _________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Louis XVI’s Grand Style


	Louis XIV’s reign was good/bad (circle one) for France because _________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Expansion


	Louis XIV’s reign was good/bad (circle one) for France because _________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Versailles


	Louis XIV’s reign was good/bad (circle one) for France because _________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Religious policy
	Louis XIV’s reign was good/bad (circle one) for France because _________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


DIRECTIONS: After reading through the various things Louis XVI did as ruler of France, fill in your overall response about his rule below.  YOU MUST USE THE FACTS FROM THE READINGS TO SUPPORT YOUR ARGUMENT.


Louis XIV’s reign was a good/bad (circle one) for France.  This is because of certain actions he took.  For example, Louis XIV’s reign was good/bad (circle one) for France because he
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.  He also did 
















. Even though some of his actions were good/bad (circle the opposite one from above), for example, Louis XIV did 











, other actions he did as king outweighed this, such as 
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.
NAME: __________________________________________
BAND: _______
DIRECTIONS: Using the documents below, write a TEAL paragraph that explains how the rule of Louis XIV had an impact on France.
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…How Louis obtained money enough to govern as he pleased.

The first need of a king who wished to rule as he pleased was money. Louis had little trouble in raising money, for the reason that he did not need to ask for it, as the English kings did. The institution in France which resembled the English Parliament was the Estates General. But this body had never met frequently, and it could scarcely be said to exist anymore, since it had not been assembled for nearly fifty years. Louis was therefore free to collect taxes and use the money as he saw fit.… Source: Carl L. Becker, Modern History, Silver, Burdett and Company
Using the documents above, write a TEAL paragraph explaining how the rule of Louis XIV had an impact on France.
	EXCELLENT
· Topic sentence clearly states a specific position.
· Evidence has 3 or more supporting facts from the document to support position.

· Analysis is in-depth and completely supports the position taken.

· Link of the evidence and analysis is clear and connected to the topic sentence.
	GOOD

· Topic sentence is clear, but does not state a specific position.
· Evidence has 2-3 supporting facts from the document to support position.
· Analysis is vague and/or partly supports the position.
· Link of the evidence and analysis is connected to the topic sentence
	SATISFACTORY

· Topic sentence is not clear and/or does not state a position.

· Evidence is present, but does not have details and/or support position taken.

· Analysis has little details and/or does not support the position.

· Link of the evidence and analysis is not clear and/or present and/or does not connect to the topic sentence.
	UNSATISFACTORY

· Topic sentence is not present.
· Evidence is not present to support position and/or evidence does not support the position taken.

· Analysis is not present and/or does not support the position taken.

· Link of the evidence and analysis is not present.


