Manorialism
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I. Introduction

The medieval economic system took place on a manor, or the lord’s estate (large pieces of land).  Most manors included one or more villages and the surrounding lands that were governed (controlled) by the lord.  Peasants, who made up the majority of the population, lived and worked on the manor. The peasants had many obligations (responsibilities) to the lord, and in return, the lord gave the peasants land.

Wars and invasions made trade impossible; therefore, the manor was a place where people made and grew everything residents (people who lived there) needed.  Each manor was a self-sufficient community, which means people produced (made) everything they needed in order to survive.  The peasants raised sheep for wool and spun the wool in to cloth.  They also raised cows for milk and meat and grew grains and vegetables.  Each manor had its own mill, blacksmith, and its own church.   

DIRECTIONS: Read the following story between French serfs.  Highlight important things about the relationship between a lord and a serf (what a lord does for a serf and what a serf does for a lord) under the manorialism economic system.
Talacy 954

Setting: The story takes place in the home of a family of French serfs.  It is a single room, about 15 feet long.  In this small space, the family cooks, eats, and sleeps.  The room is dark, smelly, and smoky from the wood fire.  The dirt floor is dusty in hot weather and muddy in rain and snow.  The walls are mud that has been plastered over with twigs and branches.

Louis: This is going to be the most exciting day of our lives.  At last, our daughter, Estelle, is going to be married, and we have our noble lord, Pierre to thank.

Helene: YOU MUST BE OUT OF YOUR MIND! He finally did grant permission for the wedding, but the marriage tax we have to pay to him for having the wedding is very high.

Louis: I still feel we should be grateful.  After all, he could have refused permission, as he did for our neighbor.  Lord Pierre might even have charge two or three times as much for the wedding tax.

Helene: Why did he give his approval for this marriage? I’ll tell you why.  Our daughter is marrying a man from this manor.  She is going to stay right here and work alongside her husband.  Later on, their children will help with the work.  In heaven’s name, what did our noble lord have to lose with this marriage?
Louis: You forget how kind and thoughtful Lord Pierre is to us.  He is not nearly as cruel as some other nobles in the province (territory).  He rarely beats us.  He allows us to keep part of the crops we grow.  His taxes for the use of his mill, wine press, and tools are not really too high.  We have to work for him only 15 day each month.

Helene: Why should we have to turn over a share of our crops?  As serfs, we have to give Lord Pierre at least 2/3 of our crops.  That barely leaves any for our family to survive on!   Why should we have to turn any of our crops over when we work so hard for him?  Also, we cannot leave the manor without his permission! Sometimes, I wake up in the morning and feel like a slave.  I have to work all day and I cannot leave when I want to.  This whole system is unfair!

Louis: I’ll tell you why we pay.  We could not survive without Lord Pierre.  He protects us, takes care of us, and makes important decisions. You want to leave t his manor, then go ahead! You won’t even survive a week out there because of all the robbers and criminals!  We could have not have had this marriage without him.  It’s time for the wedding.  Let’s all go to the chapel, and while we are there, let us pray for the health and happiness of our noble lord.
Helene: You pray for Lord Pierre all you want.  I’ll pray for a happy life and more freedom for our daughter and her husband, unlike the life we are living right now. 
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Manorialism Perspectives—Lord and Serf

ACTVITY: After reading about the relationship between a lord and serfs on the manor, create a poster about the different points of view serfs (Helene and Louis) had about their lord (Lord Pierre) from the story.   Be sure to write an explanation about your poster explaining the point of view of each about their feeling of their lord and life on the manor.  Then explain whose perspective is more accurate.  





EXPLANATION (5-8SENTENCES) 
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	EXCELLENT
· Cleary shows both points of view.

· Explains the relationship between lord and serf from both perspectives using accurate and relevant information in the written statement that demonstrates a clear and detailed understanding manorialism. 

· Takes a position on which perspective is accurate, using specific examples from the reading and that relate to his/her visual.
· Uses key words accurately.

· Product is creative, accurate, and complete.
	GOOD

· Clearly shows both points of view.

· Explains the relationship between lord and serf from both perspectives using relevant information in the written statement that demonstrates an understanding of manorialism.
· Takes a position on which perspective is more accurate with some details.
· Uses key words in which most are accurately used.

· Product is complete and creative 
	SATISFACTORY

· Shows both points of view/or shows one accurately, but not the other.

· Uses supporting details that are relevant, but limited, general, or inconsistent in the written statement about the relationship between a lord and serf and manorialism.
· Takes a position, but does not explain it with supporting details.
· Does not use key words and/or does not display a clear understanding of the definition.

· Product is complete.
	UNSATISFACTORY

· Shows both points of view/ or shows one accurately, but not the other.
· There are minimal details and/or details given are not accurate about the relationship between a lord and serf and manorialism. 
· Does not take a position on which side is more accurate. 
· Key words are not used or inaccurate.
· Product is incomplete


Serf Louis’s Perspective





Serf Helene’s Perspective








