The Mayas
I. Introduction
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The Americas are made up of two continents, North America and South America.  Within these two geographic regions is a cultural region that historians call Middle America.  Middle America includes Mexico and Central America (Latin America) was home to several early civilizations.  One group of people that lived in the area of Central America was the Mayas.  This civilization is now Mexico, Honduras, el Salvador, and Belize.  Mayan civilization lasted from the third century to the 9th century.  They created impressive temples and pyramids, calendars, mathematics, writing, and government.  

II. The Decline of the Mayas

By 900 A.D., the Mayas abandoned their cities, leaving their great stone palaces and temples to be swallowed up by jungle.  Not until modern times were these “lost cities” rediscovered.  No one knows for sure why Mayan civilization declined.  Some hypotheses have been warfare, over population and over farming, and peasant revolts due to heavy taxes.  Still, remnants (pieces) of Mayan culture have survived.  Today, millions of people in Guatemala and southern Mexico speak Mayan languages and are descended from the builders of this early American civilization. 
DIRECTIONS: With your group members, visit and analyze each station about the Mayas.  Fill in the chart below with evidence you gathered.  Then, evaluate what happened to the Mayas in the template response.
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… In the 1930s, Sylvanus G. Morley of Harvard, probably the most celebrated Mayanist of his day, espoused [argued for] what is still the best-known theory: The Maya collapsed because they overshot the carrying capacity of their environment. They exhausted their resource base, began to die of starvation and thirst, and fled their cities in masses, leaving them as silent warnings of the perils (dangers) of ecological (environmental) hubris  [overconfidence].… — Charles C. Mann, 1491: New Revelations of the Americas Before Columbus
1. According to this passage, what was a major question Morley was trying to answer about the Mayas in the 1930s?

A. Why did the Mayas abandon their cities?

B. What was the structure of the Maya governments?

C. How did religious beliefs affect the Maya economy?

D. Which neighboring city-state conquered the Mayas?
2. In this passage, Slyvanus Morley describes the potential effects of which of the following?

A. Overpopulation
B. Decentralized government
C.  Infectious disease
D. Enivornmental conservation 
3. A historian could best use this passage to study which of the following?

A. cultural diffusion during the Age of Exploration

B. achievements of the Aztec Empire

C. development of Mayan religion

D. rise and fall of Mesoamerican civilizations
