The Medieval Church
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I. Introduction
In the centuries after the fall of Rome, Western Europe experienced an economic depression, invasions, and settlement of Germanic peoples within the western empire. As a result, the Roman Catholic Church had a unique position in Western Europe. It not only controlled the spiritual life of Christians, but became the most powerful secular or worldly force in medieval Europe.  It controlled religion, philosophy (ways of thinking), morals (behavior), politics (government), art and education. This was the dark ages for true Christianity.  The doctrines and true practices of Christianity according to the Bible had almost disappeared and the Roman Catholic Church seriously departed from the teaching of the Bible.  The Church was engrossed in corruption and heresy (ideas/practices that are different and go against beliefs of the Church). 

According to the documents (passage and photo) above, what were the historical circumstances surrounding the role of the Roman Catholic Church in Western Europe during the Middle Ages?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
“All things were under its [Roman Catholic Church] domain . . . its power was such that no one could hope to escape its scrutiny (criticism/observations)."

According to the quote above, what is the perspective of this person’s statement of the role of the Roman Catholic Church in Medieval Europe? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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II. Powers of the Church
DIRECTIONS: Actively read the documents below regarding the role and powers of the pope.  Then answer the questions that follow.

Infallibility of the Pope & Papal Supremacy: Popes believed that they were infallible, meaning they could not make a mistake and were always right. As early as 590, Gregory the Great called himself "the servant of servants," believing that he was supreme among all bishops. Another pope, Hildebrand or Gregory VII (11th century), held that, as Vicar of Christ and representative of Peter, he could give or take empires. Everyone from the lowest peasant to the highest ruler was to recognize him as Christ's representative on earth and supreme ruler over all religious and political matters. Another pope (14th century) Boniface VII, said, "We declare, state, define and pronounce that for every human creature to be subject to the Roman pope is altogether necessary for salvation" (Caper, The Church in History).
"The pope is the only person whose feet are kissed by all princes. His title is unique in the world. He may depose [remove] emperors."— Pope Gregory VII (llth century)

Based on this quote from Pope Gregory VII, identify his point of view regarding his role as a leader? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

"An emperor is subject to no one but to God and justice (fairness)."— Frederick Barbarossa, Holy Roman Emperor (12th century)
Based on this quote from Frederick Barbarossa, identify his point of view regarding his role as a leader?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Excommunication: It was believed that salvation was only through the Roman Catholic Church.  Rome taught that all who did not acknowledge the pope as God's representative on earth and the Roman Catholic Church as the only true church were damned. Salvation was confined within the teachings of the Roman Church. Every person who disagreed with the Roman Church was in line for a heresy trial and perhaps excommunication. Excommunication meant the loss of one's soul. This is when the Pope (or bishop) kicks someone out of the Catholic Church as a punishment for a transgression (sin). They are no longer able to participate in church activities or attend church.  It was believed that without the church a person would automatically go to hell. No Catholic person is allowed to associate (be linked to) with an excommunicated individual.  Only a powerful member of the Catholic Church can overturn (take back) an excommunication, which was rare.
Name: _______________________________________



Band: _______

POWER- unfair distribution of power (power isn’t equal); relationship to ruler and those who are ruled
DIRECTIONS: The enduring issue of power is presented in the Medieval Church. Write an enduring issue response based around the E.I. of power.  Be sure to include TEAL strategies. 

An enduring issue is an issue that exists across time. It is one that many societies have attempted to address with varying degrees of success. One enduring issue is power, which means ___________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. This enduring issue has been seen in Middle Ages in the Roman Catholic Church. One example of the enduring issue of power can be seen in the Roman Catholic Church in Medieval Europe because there was (explain the historical circumstances taking place during this time—background) _________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. As a result, power was in the hands of the Church.  For example, the Church (5 or more sentences describing the power the Catholic Church had in Western Europe) ____________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

This enduring issue of power impacted Medieval European society in a positive/negative (choose one) way because MINIMUM OF 4 SENTENCES __________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

	EXCELLENT (5)

· Clearly identifies and accurately defines an enduring issue.

· Evidence and examples presented pertain to task in great detail and support thesis and matches the E.I.
· Develops a thoughtful and in-depth argument about it impacts people or how they have been affected. 

· Is more analytical or descriptive
	GOOD (4)
· Identifies and defines an enduring issue.

· Evidence and examples presented pertain to task with sufficient detail, support thesis and matches the E.I.
· Develops an argument in some detail about how the E.I. affected people.

· Is more descriptive than analytical.


	SATISFACTORY (3-1)
· Identifies and accurately defines an enduring issue; may include minor inaccuracies or identifies, but does not define an enduring issue or definition is unclear.

· Evidence and examples are used, but there are minimal details and/or does not clearly support the E.I or position taken and/or there are some inaccuracies; and/or documents are primarily copied.

· Argument is not clearly explained on in depth about how the E.I. affected people.

· Lacks analysis; provides only description.


	UNSATISFACTORY (0)
· Fails to develop the task or may only refer to the issue in a general way; OR includes no relevant facts, examples, or details; OR includes only evidence copies from the documents; OR includes only entire documents copied; OR is illegible; OR is a blank paper.


