The Mongols
I. Historic Context
By the 11th century A.D. large groups of nomadic peoples populated the area near the Altai Mountains in Central Asia.  A tribal leader named Temujin, eventually united all of the other clans in the area and defeated those who did not join him.  As the sole leader of these people, Tenmujin was given the title “Genghis Khan”, which means “Emperor Ruler” in Mongolian.  Through his strict military leadership and aggressive foreign policy, Genghis Khan would create the Mongolian Empire, the largest empire in human history. 
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II. Historical Circumstances
…Organization was the key to the success of the great Mongol armies. The cavalry, first devised by Genghis Khan, consisted of 10 squadrons. Ten squadrons formed a quran of 1,000 men. Daily drills taught the warriors to move as units and respond quickly. In combat, bowmen formed a front line to unleash a hail of arrows at the enemy. The archers would then fall to the rear to allow well-armed units to charge and overrun the enemy. As Kublai Khan turned his sights on the heavily fortified Chinese empire, he drew on another of Genghis’ strategies: siege warfare using catapults. The Mongols applied these techniques with greater force and in greater numbers than ever before in history. This approach would prove useful in overpowering the great Chinese cities in the years ahead.…
Source: Duane Damon, “From Genghis to Kublai,” Calliope, A Cobblestone Publication
According to this excerpt from Duane Damon and the map, what are the historical circumstances surrounding the success of the Mongol Empire? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Directions: Actively read the document below.  Answer the questions that follow. 
Most Westerners accept the stereotype of the 13th-century Mongols as barbaric plunderers intent merely to maim, slaughter, and destroy. This perception, based on Persian, Chinese, Russian, and other accounts of the speed and ruthlessness with which the Mongols carved out the largest contiguous land empire in world history, has shaped both Asian and Western images of the Mongols and of their earliest leader, Chinggis Khan. Such a view has diverted attention from the considerable contributions the Mongols made to 13th- and 14th-century civilization.  The Mongol Khans funded advances in medicine and astronomy throughout their domains. And their construction projects – extension of the Grand Canal in the direction of Beijing, the building of a capital city in Daidu (present-day Beijing) and of summer palaces in Shangdu and Takht-i-Sulaiman, and the construction of a sizable network of roads and postal stations throughout their lands – promoted developments in science and engineering.  Perhaps most importantly, the Mongol empire linked Europe and Asia and accompanied in an era of frequent and extended contacts between East and West. And once the Mongols had achieved relative stability and order in their newly acquired domains, they neither discouraged nor impeded (stopped) relations with foreigners. Though they never abandoned their claims of universal rule, they were hospitable (welcoming) to foreign travelers. The Mongols also expedited and encouraged travel in the sizable section of Asia that was under their rule, permitting European merchants, craftsmen, and envoys to journey as far as China for the first time. Asian goods reached Europe along the caravan trails (earlier known as the “Silk Roads”), and the ensuing European demand for these products eventually inspired the search for a sea route to Asia. Thus, it could be said that the Mongol invasions indirectly led to Europe’s “Age of Exploration” in the 15th century. Having conquered an enormous territory in Asia, the Mongols were able to guarantee the security and safety of travelers…traders were generally not in danger during the 100 years or so of Mongol domination and rule over Eurasia.  Though the brutality of the Mongols’ military campaigns ought not to be downplayed or ignored, neither should their influence on Eurasian culture be overlooked. Source: Asian Topics in World History: The Mongols in World History, Columbia University
According to the source, what is the purpose of this document (inform, persuade, entertain—explain)? ________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
According to the source, what is his/her perspective of the Mongols? PROVIDE EVIDENCE.

________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name: ______________________________________


Band: ________
HOMEWORK: Mongols Stimulus Multiple Choice Questions
Directions: Using your handout and notes from today’s lesson, actively read the questions below and answer the questions.  

Based question 1 on the statement below.
• In less than 50 years, it was the largest unified land empire in history.
• In 1279, it was the first foreign group to gain complete control of China.
• It made the caravan routes across Asia safe for trade and travel.

Q 1. Which empire is most closely associated with these statements?

1. Persian

2. Gupta

3. Mongol

4. Ottoman
Based questions #2 & 3 on the passage below.
. . . . The Mongols made no technological breakthroughs, founded no new religion, wrote few books or dramas, and gave the world no new crops or methods of agriculture. Their own craftsmen could not weave cloth, cast metal, make pottery, or even bake bread. They manufactured neither porcelain nor pottery, painted no pictures, and built no buildings. Yet, as their army conquered culture after culture, they collected and passed all of these skills from one civilization to the next. 

Q2. This passage leads to the conclusion that the Mongols

1. rejected technology 
2. were a peaceful people
3. created cities
4. contributed to cultural diffusion
Q3. The main idea of this passage resulted most directly from which of the following?

1. Skilled horsemanship of Mongols

2. Peaceful trade between the Mongol Empire and neighboring cultures

3. Isolationism of the Mongols

4. Political instability of the Mongol Empire
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Based questions # 4-6  on the map to the right.

Q4. The information provided by the map indicates that in 1280 the Mongols controlled

1. areas of Africa, Asia, and Europe

2. territory from eastern China to eastern Europe

3. Japan and Korea

4. all of Asia

Q5. What was the effect of the extensive Mongol Empire on the people who lived in Europe and Asia in the 1200s?

1. development of a common language

2. adoption of Confucian ideas and practices

3. expansion of Japanese cultural traditions

4. significant increases in travel and trade

Q6. The Mongol Empire shown on this map led most directly to which of the following in areas under its control

1. forced religions conversions

2. decreased trade

3. political stability

4. reduced contact with Europe
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Base your answer to question 11 on the chart below and on your knowledge of social studies.

Mongol Rule in Russia, Persia, and China

Russia
* Mongols allowed Russian princes to rule and required them to pay tribute.
* Mongols tolerated local religious prac

Persia
* Mongols used Persians to serve as lower government officials, governors, and state
officials.
* Most Mongols in Persia converted to Islam.

China
* Mongols brought in foreign administrators to run the government.
« Mongols ended the privileges of Confucian scholars and destroyed the Confucian
examination system.

11 Based on the information in this chart, which statement best summarizes the influence
of Mongol rule in Russia, Persia, and China?

(1) Tocal officials were allowed to rule throughout the Mongol Empire.
(2) The Mongols demanded that those who were conquered convert to Islam.
3)
@

3) The Mongols used various methods to rule the different people they conquered.
4) Civil service examinations were used to select government officials in all conquered areas.

12 Which statement about the bubonic plague in the Base your answer to question 14 on the di
14th century is most accurate? below and on your knowledge of social studies.
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Q7. Based on the information in the chart to the right, which statement best summarizes the influence of Mongol rule in Russia, Persia, and China? 
1. Local officials were allowed to rule throughout the Mongol Empire.

2. The Mongols demanded that those who were conquered convert to Islam.

3. The Mongols used various methods to rule the different people they conquered.

4. Civil service examinations were used to select government officials in all conquered areas.

