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Origins (Beginnings) of Humans
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I. Creationism vs. Evolution
Humans from different cultures have come up with many ideas about how humans came to be.  In our culture, there are two main theories, or ideas, that are used to explain where humans came from.   These theories are very controversial because they are related to science and religion.   

Directions: Actively read (highlight/underline key words and phrases, circle words you do not understand) the two different theories below.  Explain how these two theories differ from one another. 
	CREATIONISM THEORY
	EVOLUTION THEORY

	Creationism states that the Earth, the Universe, and all life on Earth were created by God.  People who believe in Creationism also state that the Earth is very young.  People who believe in Creationism say that this theory is true because religious books say so.
	The Theory of Evolution states that Earth is very old.  According to evolution, at one time, a certain group of apes got more and more advanced.  Their brains got bigger, learned more skills such as using tools, building fires, and hunting.  Those apes that did not have these skills did not live long and died out.  So apes evolved (changed) into humans.  


The Creationism Theory and the Evolution Theory have different ideas.  The Creationism Theory deals with science/religion (circle one).  This is because the Creationism Theory states _________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________.

The Evolution Theory is different from the Creationism Theory.  This is because the Theory of Evolution deals with science/religion (circle one).  The Theory of Evolution states ___________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________.

II. Origins of Humans

Since there are no written records of people from thousands of years ago, it is very difficult to answer these questions.  But scientists use many different ways to research and find out about how, where and when early humans developed.  But even with this research, our picture of early humans is still not complete.  
DIRECTIONS: Analyze the documents and the readings below.  Explain how each provides evidence for evolution.

Exhibit A: Early Footprints




Exhibit B: Lucy
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In the 1970s, a team of scientists went to East Africa to look for evidence of early human life there.  In the region of Laetoli in East Africa, they found footprints preserved in volcanic ash.  These footprints were similar to human feet, but were not exactly the same.  These scientists figured out that these footprints were made by beings that were similar to humans, but were not exactly human.  The footprints were made by ape-like creatures that walked upright.  This was the first real evidence that creatures before humans walked like we do.

In 1974, a scientist working in Ethiopia (a country in Africa) found a skeleton of an adult female.  This female was very small-almost 3 feet in length.  She was not completely a human – she ate fruit, nuts and some meat, and she lived mostly in trees.  But she walked upright like humans do.  The scientist named her Lucy, after a popular Beatles song.  Scientists think that Lucy proves that there were animals that came between apes and human

	How do footprints provide evidence for evolution?
	How does Lucy’s skeleton provide evidence for evolution?
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