Shinto 
I. Introduction
Shinto is one of the two major religions in Japan.  The other is Buddhism.  Shinto began in the prehistoric period.  Shinto stresses an appreciation for the beauties of nature.  The earth, sky, sea, sun, moon, and the stars are worshipped as gods.  The sun is worshipped as the goddess Amaterasu, ancestress of the Japanese emperors.  The moon is the male god, while Mount Fuji is the mountain goddess.  Shinto festivals are held throughout the year, especially at the change of seasons in spring and fall. Many centuries later, Buddhism was introduced to Japan.  Buddhism and Shinto are quite different in their beliefs.

DIRECTIONS: With a partner, read the following dialogue that explains the differences between Shinto and Buddhism.   Highlight/underline important words and phrases, and circle things that you do not understand.  Evaluate which religion’s beliefs you would find more impressive and would follow. Fill out the template that follows with your thoughts. 

Beauty is Everywhere

Buddhist monk: Hello and welcome stranger. What brings you to our monastery garden?
Shinto priest: I have come here hoping to learn about and understand your Buddhist beliefs.
Buddhist monk: That may be very difficult. Our Buddhist religious beliefs are vastly different from those of you Shintoists.
Shinto priest: Of course they’re different, but that doesn’t mean that we can’t exchange ideas and learn from each other.
Buddhist monk: Very well.  Gautama, the Buddha, founded our religion in India many centuries ago. He taught us how to behave properly and how to live our lives. Who started Shinto? What great man or woman do you look up to?
Shinto priest: No one person organized Shinto. Many people who lived a long time ago were responsible for our beliefs.
Buddhist monk: Perhaps you Shintoists can get along without a great founder. But who are your gods? What do you believe in? 
Shinto priest: Our gods are in the objects we worship; the sun, the moon, the stars. We love them, we fear them, and we pray to them.
Buddhist monk: I don’t understand you or your gods. How can you worship a stone, a bird, or a thunderbolt?
Shinto priest: We worship an object in nature because a sacred spirit lives within it. This spirit is called the kami. It does not matter whether the thing is an animal, a tree, or a mountain. We admire and respect it because it is large, or mysterious, or strange.  Best of all we treat the moon, or the mountain, or the stream as a living person.
Buddhist monk: But we deny that anything mystical (spiritual) or supernatural exists. We don’t worship a great many gods. As for the natural world, to us trees and hills are simply trees and hills. They do not contain spirits and surely they are not gods!
Shinto priest: Can’t you see that we are standing in a beautiful garden? Can’t you look at a leaf or a flower and see that it is a thing to be admired, respected, and even loved? We think that everything in nature has beauty and deserves to be worshiped!
Buddhist Monk: Ok, I can see that, but you do have a some type of code of behavior like most religions right? We Buddhist believe in the Eightfold Path which are 8 types of actions which we do to helps us act and behave to reach enlightenment.
Shinto priest: Our religion does not have any code of behavior .  As long as we respect the kami spirits, there is no way a Shintoist has to behave.  There are no rules to break and no punishments for breaking them.
Buddhist monk:  But, then how will you be rewarded for your good behavior in the afterlife? Don’t you have something like Nirvana?
Shinto priest: Nirvana?

Buddhist monk: Yes, Nirvana. Nirvana is where we Buddhist believe our spirits are at total peace with the universe and do not have to be reincarnated on earth any more.
Shinto priest: We don’t have any beliefs of an afterlife.  The kami affect our lives in the world of the living.  We live and worship the kami around us and live our lives and then die.  That’s it.  
Buddhist monk: I think that I am beginning to understand what you are telling me. You Shintoists will help us understand and admire the world around us. 
Shinto priest: Yes and you Buddhists will help us separate right from wrong, and show us how to become better persons in our daily lives.
Buddhist priests: The world is a large place. Perhaps there is enough room in it for both Buddhism and Shinto?

Buddhism was gradually accepted in Japan, but it never replaced Shinto. In fact, many Japanese people today are both Shintoists and Buddhists; they follow the principles of both religions. Many Buddhist temples provided space for a Shinto shrine, since it was believed that the kami were protectors of Buddhism. Later Buddhists believed that the Shinto gods were really Buddhas who had achieved enlightenment. Buddhist statues sometimes were placed in Shinto shrines, and the Buddhist priests cared for them.

NAME: ______________________________________


BAND: _______

IS SHINTO OR BUDDHISM THE MORE IMPRESSIVE RELIGION?


DIRECTIONS: After reading the dialogue above, using specific details you learned, evaluate whether Shinto or Buddhism is the more impressive religion. 

Shintoism is the native religion of Japan.  An important part of Shintoism is a love of nature and the environment.  Buddhism was brought to Japan by a Japanese prince named Shotoku in the 6th century.  Shinto and Buddhism’s beliefs support each other in many ways; however Shinto/Buddhism (circle one) is a more impressive religion to follow.
Shinto/Buddhism (circle one) has many beliefs that make it a more impressive religion.  The first belief that makes it more impressive is (state one belief) _________________________________________

_________________________.  This is unlike Shintoists/Buddhists (circle the opposite religion) who believe in ________________________________________________________________.   This makes Shinto/Buddhism (circle one) more impressive because (give your explanation why it is more impressive based on the beliefs you listed above) _________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________.  Another reason why Shinto/Buddhism (circle one) is a more impressive religion was (state the belief) __________________________________
________________________________.  This is unlike Shintoists/Buddhists (circle the opposite religion) who believe in _____________________________________________________________.  This makes Shinto/Buddhism (circle one) more impressive because (give your explanation why it is more impressive based on the beliefs you listed above) _________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________.  Even though Shinto/Buddhism (circle one) is more impressive, Shinto/Buddhism (circle the opposite) still has good points to follow such as (explain one good belief of religion)   __________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________; however, Shinto/Buddhism (circle religion that matches your argument) is a more impressive religion to follow because______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________.
	       EXCELLENT
· Argues a side accurately using relevant information in the written statement that demonstrates a clear and detailed understanding of Shinto and Buddhism.
· Counter argument gives a clear and detailed understanding explaining why the other religion is not as impressive.
· Uses key words accurately.

· Product is creative, accurate, and complete.
	              GOOD

· Argues a side using relevant information in the written statement that demonstrates an understanding of Shinto and Buddhism.

· Counter argument gives an understanding why the other religion is not as impressive.
· Uses key words in which most are accurately used.

· Product is complete and creative 


	SATISFACTORY

· Argues a side

· Uses supporting details that are relevant, but limited, general, or inconsistent in the written statement about Shinto and Buddhism.

· Counter argument gives shows some details, but limited on why the other religion is not as impressive.
· Does not use key words and/or does not display a clear understanding of the definition.

· Product is complete.
	UNSATISFACTORY 

· Does not argue a side and or does not argue a side accurately. 
· There are minimal details and/or details given are not accurate about both religions and/or do not correctly explain the beliefs and appropriate counter arguments.
· Key words are not used or inaccurate.
· Product is incomplete


#2





Impressive- inspiring; remarkable; exciting 








