The Byzantine Empire
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I. Introduction

When the Roman Empire became too large and was losing power, Emperor Diocletian decided to divide the empire in half.  Diocletian understood the major problem in ruling the empire as one was its immense size.  He thought it would be easier to rule if divided in half.  The western half was called the Western Roman Empire and the eastern half became known as the Byzantine Empire.  By 500 A.D. the Western Roman Empire would be conquered and fall.  The Byzantine Empire on the other hand would last another 1,000 years.  The Roman emperor, Constantine, decided to create a new capital for the Byzantine Empire, named after himself, called Constantinople.
What are the historical circumstances surrounding the split of the Roman Empire?  _____________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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II. Geographic Context
The Byzantine Empire and its capital, Constantinople, had a great location.   Constantinople was a peninsula, which is land surrounded by water on three sides. Constantine chose this location because it was right between the Black Sea and the entrance to the Mediterranean Sea.  Because of this, most trade between Asia, Europe, and North Africa had to pass through the Byzantine Empire.  If traders passed through, they had to pay taxes to the Byzantine Empire.  As a result, the Byzantine Empire became very wealthy.  The Black Sea and the Mediterranean Sea also helped defend the empire from invaders because it is harder to invade a country by sea than by land.  

How does the geographic context of Byzantine Empire affect the people who live there? __________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Directions: Using EVIDENCE from the documents, answer the question below.

Comparison: 

· Student will identify and explain a similarity or a difference between the ideas presented in documents 1 and 2. Student must use evidence from both documents 1 & 2 in their response.   

III. Preserving Roman Traditions 
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DOCUMENT 1: Colosseum in Ancient Rome






The Colosseum was purpose-built arena in the center of Ancient Rome for staging various forms of entertainment for the Ancient Romans.  The concept of this amphitheater grew from the custom of wealthy Romans holding funeral games to honor the dead. Ancient Romans believed that human sacrifice at the dead person's funeral would appease the pagan gods and ensure a satisfactory entrance into the afterlife. The funeral games were organized and paid for by wealthy Roman aristocrats and Patricians as public events. Gladiator combats were also held there.

DOCUMENT 2: Hippodrome in Constantinople
The Hippodrome of Constantinople was a horse-racing track that was the sporting and social center of Constantinople, capital of the Byzantine Empire and the largest city in Europe. Watching horse racing and chariot racing was very popular in the ancient world and hippodromes were common features of Greek cities in the Hellenistic, Roman and Byzantine eras. 
1. Identify and explain a similarity or a difference between the structure and purpose in Ancient Rome’s Colosseum and the Byzantine Empire’s Hippodrome as shown in documents 1 and 2. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
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DOCUMENT 1: Pantheon in Rome
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The structure of the Pantheon is comprised of a series of intersecting arches. The arches rest on eight piers which support eight round-headed arches which run through the drum from its inner to its outer face. The arches correspond to the eight bays on the floor level that house statues.  The dome itself is supported by a series of arches that run horizontally round. Romans had perfected the use of arches which helped sustain the weight of their magnanimous buildings. The original use of the Pantheon is somewhat unknown, except that is classified as a temple. However, it is unknown as to how the people worshipped in the building, because the structure of the temple is so different from other traditional Roman temples The Romans were aware of the heavy nature of their building materials. So they used lighter materials toward the top of the dome

DOCUMENT 2: Hagia Sophia in Constantinople

The Hagia Sophia in Constantinople was a Church for Orthodox Christians.  From its opening, the third and final Hagia Sophia was indeed a remarkable structure. It combined the traditional design elements of an Orthodox church with a large, domed roof, and a semi-domed altar with two narthex (or “porches”).  The dome’s supporting arches were covered with mosaics of six winged angels called hexapterygon.  The inside was decorated with mosaics and marble pillars and coverings.  

2. Identify and explain a similarity or a difference between the structure and purpose in Ancient Rome’s Pantheon and the Byzantine Empire’s Hagia Sophia as shown in documents 1 and 2. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

DOCUMENT 1: Roman: The Twelve Tables



DOCUMENT 2: Byzantine: Justinian Code
	Romans began to write down many old laws, to make sure everyone understood them.  They were organized into 12 sections that dealt with property, crime, family, theft and inheritance. 


	Sample of Laws From the Twelve Tables:

1. No one may be forcibly removed from his own house.

2.  No one must suffer a penalty because of what he thinks.


	To control a complex society, Emperor Justinian had  legal experts look through 400 years of Roman law and legal opinions. Some of those laws had become outdated and some repeated themselves, which were not used.  The other laws were organized into laws known as the Justinian Code. These laws would preserve (keep) Roman laws.


	Sample of Laws from Justinian Code:

1. No one may be forcibly removed from his own house.

2. No one must suffer a penalty because of what he thinks.


3. Identify and explain a similarity or a difference between the purpose in Ancient Rome’s Twelve Tables and the Byzantine Empire’s Justinian Code as shown in documents 1 and 2. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
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