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The Code of Hammurabi
I. Introduction 

Hammurabi (Ha-moo-rah-bee) was the first king of Babylonian Empire, which controlled all of Mesopotamia.  King Hammurabi lived about three thousand years ago.  He was a ruler who wanted to be strict and fair with his people, so he wrote down a list of 282 laws.  It was the first time in history that somebody wrote down a list of laws.  This list is called the Code of Hammurabi.  The Code of Hammurabi was engraved (written) in stone and copies of the law were placed all around the kingdom of Mesopotamia.

II. Code of Hammurabi

Below are some of the laws in Hammurabi’s Code.  


“The first duty of government is to protect the powerless from the powerful.” “Then Anu, king of Anunnaki, and Bel, the lord of Heaven and earth, called by name me, Hammurabi, the exalted prince, who feared God, to bring about the rule of righteousness in the land, to destroy the wicked and the evil-doers; so that the strong should not harm the weak.” – Hammurabi, The Code of Hammurabi, 1772 B.C.E.
Q1. What is Hammurabi’s perspective on government? ____________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
DIRECTIONS: Actively read through the following scenarios and find the evidence that reflects the ideas of Hammurabi’s Code. Then, from your PERSPECTIVE decide how the law should punish wrongdoers.  Then, according to Hammurabi’s PERSPECTIVE decide how the law should punish wrongdoers.  
1. John and his parents have a fight.  Things get out of hand and John ends up hitting his father in the eye and giving him a big black eye. 
From your perspective, how should John be punished? ___________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
According to Hammurabi’s perspective, how should John be punished? _______________________
________________________________________________________________________________
2. Your friend, Mr. Smith, builds a house for you.  After he builds the house, you move in with your family.  While you are away on a business trip, your house collapses and kills your family.  
From your perspective, how should Mr. Smith be punished? ________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
According to Hammurabi’s perspective, how should Ms. Ullo be punished? __________________

________________________________________________________________________________
3. You need an operation and Dr. Jones, your family doctor, is happy to do it.  But something happens on the operating table and Dr. Jones kills you.  

From your perspective, how should Dr. Jones be punished? ________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________
According to Hammurabi’s perspective, how should Dr. Jones be punished? ___________________

________________________________________________________________________________
Name: ______________________________________

Band: ______

ENDURING ISSUE RESPONSE

An enduring issue is an issue that exists across time. It is one that many societies have attempted to address with varying degrees of success.

DIRECTIONS: Write an enduring issue response in which you use evidence, examples, and analysis.  To write a well-developed response, please do the following:

1. Identify and define an enduring issue raised by this set of documents. (PICK ONE OF THE OPTIONS BELOW)
The enduring issues that are present in Hammurabi are 

POWER- unfair distribution of power (power isn’t equal); relationship to ruler and those who are ruled; lack of free and fair elections

HUMAN RIGHTS- the basic rights such as life, liberty, equality, expression, and freedom from slavery and torture; violation of basic rights and/or unfair treatment of people in a society

2. How the issue has affected people.
3. How the issue has continued to be an issue or changed over time.

An enduring issue is an issue that exists across time. It is one that many societies have attempted to address with varying degrees of success. One enduring issue is power/human rights (choose one), which means (provide a definition) ______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________.  This enduring issue has been seen in the Code of Hammurabi. One example of the enduring issue of power/human rights (choose one) can be seen in Hammurabi’s Code is (provide examples and evidence about Hammurabi’s Code—ex: laws, explanation of laws—5 sentence minimum) ____________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

This enduring issue of power/human rights (choose one) impacted society of Mesopotamia in a positive/negative (choose one) way because (explain why the evidence you described above impacts people in a good/bad way) ___________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

Have our views and practices of crime and punishment changed over time or continued to be an issue? Explain.

	EXCELLENT (5)

· Clearly identifies and accurately defines an enduring issue.

· Develops a thoughtful and in-depth argument about it impacts people or how they have been affected. 

· Explained how it continued to be an issue or change over time clearly and in depth.

· Is more analytical or descriptive
	GOOD (4)

· Identifies and accurately

defines an enduring issue.

· Develops a thoughtful argument in some depth about how the E.I. affected people.

· Explained how it continued to be an issue or change over time with details.

· Provides some analysis.
	SATISFACTORY (3-1)

· Identifies and accurately defines an enduring issue; may include minor inaccuracies or identifies, but does not define an enduring issue.

· Argument is not clearly explained on in depth about how the E.I. affected people.

· Explained how it continued to be an issue or change over time, but lacks clarity or depth.

· Lacks analysis; provides only description.
	UNSATISFACTORY (0)

· Fails to develop the task or may only refer to the issue in a general way; OR includes no relevant facts, examples, or details; OR includes only evidence copies from the documents; OR includes only entire documents copied; OR  is illegible; OR is a blank paper.


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

#1 – If a man accuses someone of a crime that is punishable by death and cannot prove it, then that man will be executed. 


#22 – If a man robs someone’s house and is caught, he will be put to death.


#25 - If a fire breaks out in a house, and someone comes to put out the fire and steals something from that house, then he will be thrown in the same fire.


# 195 – If a son hits his father, his fingers will be cut off.


# 196 – If a man destroys the eye of another man, they will destroy his eye in return.


#200 – If a man knocks out a tooth of a man of his own social class, they will knock out his tooth.


#282- If a man hires another man to build a house for a man, and the house built is of a low quality, and the house collapses, then the builder will be put to death. 








