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The Corruption of the Roman Catholic Church


I. Introduction

During the Renaissance in Europe, many people were questioning everything around them.  They were asking why the world worked the way it did and what made people act in certain ways.  They questioned old customs, their government, and especially, their religion.  During this time, the biggest and most powerful church in Western Europe was the Roman Catholic Church.  The head of the Roman Catholic Church (RCC) was the pope, who was in charge of a larger network of small churches.  In those smaller churches, the priests represented the RCC.  People looked at the church, its priests, and its leaders and realized they were corrupt (dishonest and crooked) from the Pope, who was in charge of the entire institution, to the local priests. 

DIRECTIONS: Read and evaluate the actions of the Roman Catholic Church. Be sure to use active reading skills (underline/highlight important words/phrases, circle words you do not understand). Then fill in the template below.

II. Corruption of the Roman Catholic Church


During the Renaissance, many Popes became less concerned with leading pure lives and more concerned with money, power, and luxury.  For example, even though popes are not supposed to engage in sexual conduct, Pope Alexander VI (6th) had three children with his mistress.  When his children became teenagers, Pope Alexander VI gave them very high positions in the Church and Italian government—his 17 year old son became an Archbishop and another son was made duke (a very powerful noble) in Italy.  This is known as nepotism, which means giving job positions because they are family not because they are qualified for the job.   Pope Alexander VI also enjoyed life in the Vatican (the place where the Pope lives).  He threw parties and plays, while Rome experienced violence, crime, and invasions.  

A second religious leader that was corrupt was Pope Julius II (2nd).  He was known as the “Warrior Pope” and was very ambitious.  He was not only interested in ruling the RCC, but also wanted to expand his power and conqueror other lands.  He fought many wars during his time as leader of the church.  Like Pope Alexander VI and other popes, he had a mistress and many children.  However, Pope Julius II was most famous for his spending.  He spent millions of dollar improving the city of Rome and supported the arts more than any other Pope ever had.  In 1506, he started the construction of one of the biggest Catholic churches ever built, St. Peter’s Basilica.  


Another pope who was considered to be corrupt was Pope Leo X (10th), who became famous for his sale of indulgences. Indulgences were letters of forgiveness provided by the RCC in exchange for money.  If somebody wanted to buy forgiveness for their sins, they could go to their local priests and “donate” to the church.  This person would then receive a letter stating all their sins were forgiven and they would be pure and innocent.  Many people did this because in the Catholic religion, if they died and their sins were not forgiven, a person would go purgatory, a place between Heaven and Hell.  A person could only go to Heaven if their sins were forgiven.  


During the Renaissance, people began to question the Roman Catholic Church.  People believed that many religious leaders, such as Popes, were corrupt, which means ______________________________________
________________.  In the 1500’s, Religious leader’s actions were appropriate/inappropriate (circle one).

There were several ways RCC leaders were corrupt. One way religious leaders were corrupt was nepotism, which means ______________________________________________________________________.  This shows inappropriate behavior because __________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________.  A second way religious leaders were corrupt was selling indulgences to people, which means _____________________
_________________________________________________________.  This shows inappropriate behavior because ____________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________.  A third way religious leaders were corrupt was (state one reason you learned) __________________________________
_______________________________________________________.  This shows inappropriate behavior because __________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________.

To fix the problems of the RCC and prevent religious leaders from being corrupt, two solutions to these problems are (explain solution 1) _______________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ and

(explain solution 2) ________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________.

	EXCELLENT
· Argues a side accurately using relevant information in the written statement that demonstrates a clear and detailed understanding of the corruption of the RCC.

· Provides 2 creative solutions to the problem.
· Uses key words accurately.

· Product is creative, accurate, and complete.
	   GOOD

· Argues a side using relevant information in the written statement that demonstrates an understanding of the corruption of the RCC.

· Provides 2 solutions to the

problem
· Uses key words in which most are accurately used.

· Product is complete and

creative. 
	SATISFACTORY

· Argues a side uses supporting details that are relevant, but limited, general, or inconsistent in the written statement about the effects of the corruption of the RCC.
· Provides at least 1 solution to the problem. 
· Does not use key words and/or does not display a clear understanding of the definition.

· Product is complete.
	UNSATISFACTORY 

· Does not argue a side and or does not argue a side accurately. 
· There are minimal details and/or details given are not accurate about the effects of the corruption of the RCC.
· Does not provide solutions to the problem.
· Key words are not used or inaccurate.
· Product is incomplete
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