The Incas
I. Introduction
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At first, the Incas were small tribe that lived in the city of Cuzco.  They worshipped gods of nature, believed in omens, and dreams.  Around 1430 B.C.E., a neighboring tribe attacked the Incas.  The Incas won.  As a result, the Inca Empire began.  The Incas settled in the Andes Mountains of Peru, which had a major impact on their development.  The land the Incas ruled became known as “the land of the four quarters”.  It was named that because the Inca Empire was divided into four parts for ruling purposes.  Over the next 100 years, the Inca Empire grew into a vast empire.  The Incas were able to build a vast empire by demanding loyalty from conquered people.  At the height of their power, the Inca Empire was 2,500 miles long, 500 miles wide, and home to 12 million people.  

DIRECTIONS: Actively read (highlight/underline important information and circle words you do not understand) the various contributions of Inca civilization.  Then write a TEAL paragraph evaluating if the Incas were advanced or not. Use your documents as evidence as well as analyze and make connections based on prior knowledge.

	INCAN ACTIONS &ACHIEVEMENTS

	Roads & Bridges

To unite the empire, the Incas created one the greatest road system in history.  It was more than 12,000 miles long that went through mountains and deserts.  Some sections of road were so steep that the Incas built stone walls along the edge to prevent people from falling off cliffs. Roads also allowed armies and news to move rapidly throughout the empire.  At regular stations, runners waited to carry messages.  Relays of runners could carry news of revolt quickly.  There were also outpost for soldiers incase there was an uprising, they would be able to crush rebels.  However, regular people were not allowed to use to roads.  Incas also built suspension bridges over canyons (large gaps) using huge cables made of woven reed.  If a bridge broke, local workers rushed to fix it so that travel could continue.  Every other year, the bridges made by the Incas were replaced.

· Advanced civilization

· Not an advanced civilization



	Terrace farming

To feed millions of people in the Incan Empire, the Incas used terrace farming so they could grow crops on the steep mountain slopes.  They carved out strips of land to be held in place by stone walls.  These terraces kept rains from washing away the soil and made farming possible in places where flat land was limited.  Farmers had to spend part of each year working land for the emperor for their own communities.  All land belonged to the Incas, but cultivation and crops were given to specific groups of people.  The government took over each harvest and divided it among the people and saving some in case of famine.  

· Advanced civilization

· Not an advanced civilization



	Machu Picchu

Machu Picchu, meaning “Old Peak”, is a city located high in the Andes Mountains in modern day Peru. It is one of the seven wonders of the world.   Machu Picchu was most likely a royal estate and religious retreat.  It has 200 buildings, most that were residencies (where people lived), as well as temples, storage structures, and other public buildings.  About 1,200 people lived in and around Machu Picchu.  Most structures are built of granite block cuts with bronze or stone tools, and smoothed with sand.  The blocks fit together perfectly without concrete.  Incas planted crops, such as potatoes and maize around Machu Picchu.  

· Advanced civilization

· Not an advanced civilization



	Medical Advances

The Incas developed some important medical practices, including surgery on the human skull.  In such operations, they first cleaned the operating area and then made the patient unconscious with a drug, similar to what modern doctors do today (ex: anesthesia).  The Incas’ medical practices were far more superior than that of the Europeans.  

· Advanced civilization

· Not an advanced civilization



	Government

The Incas had a strong central government.  The leader of the Inca people was the Sapa Inca, the emperor.  He was not elected, but born into the position.  The Sapa was very powerful and everything belonged to him.  The Sapa would put his relatives in power as well.  Because punishment was harsh, for example, if you were caught stealing or cheating, your hands or feet were cut off, no one broke the law.  Also, the government was in charge of, building bridges and roads and aqueducts to carry water to the people, as well as taking care of the people, for example, giving food to people during a drought and in times of natural disasters (like earthquakes), the government would also send troops with food and blankets.  

· Advanced civilization

· Not an advanced civilization




The Inca Empire was an advanced civilization/not an advanced civilization (choose one). There were several reasons why the Inca Empire was an advanced civilization/not an advanced civilization (choose one).  One reason is how the Incas’ adapted to their environment by creating terrace farming, which is ________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________. This is shows advancement because it benefited Inca society in that it ____________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.  A second reason the Incas were an advanced civilization is (Explain reason) ________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________.  This is shows advancement because it benefited Inca society in that it (Analyze reason) ______________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

A third reason the Incas were an advanced civilization is (Explain reason) ___________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________.  This is shows advancement because it benefited Inca society in that it (Analyze reason) ______________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

Overall, Inca civilizations are an advanced society. 

