The Twelve Tables
Rome was one of the longest and largest empires in world history.  However, before it was ruled by emperors, it was actually a Republic (a government based on representative democracy).  Rome had three branches of government including a law-making Senate, an executive branch (leader), and a judiciary (legal system).  They also created a legal code of The Twelve Tables, which protected individual rights.  Modern democracies, such as America borrow the ideas of the Romans.

	Twelve Tables

 (Roman Laws)

	The Bill of Rights 
(Laws in the United States)

	1. No one will be removed by force from their own homes.

2. No one will be punished for their opinions and thoughts.

3. The person who accuses someone of a crime must prove that the charge is true.

4. When the court orders a punishment, the age and experience of the guilty person has to be taken into account.
	# 1. Congress will not violate people’s freedom of religion, freedom of speech, or the right of the people to meet together and complain about the government.

# 4. The people will be protected in their house and their property will be safe against illegal searches and arrests.

# 7. If a person commits a crime, they will be tried by a jury in a court of the United States.


Q1. Which law from the Twelve Tables do you feel is the most important and why? 






























































Q2. How do the Twelve Tables reflect the laws of our society (U.S.) today? 













































































 
