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Tokugawa Shogunate 
I. Introduction
For many years, under feudalism, Japan was very peaceful.  However, during the 1500s, many military leaders started fighting for control of Japan and the country was thrown into chaos.  A powerful military leader named Tokugawa Ieyasu won control of Japan.  The period of the rule of shoguns (military leaders) in Japan became known as the Tokugawa Shogunate.  From this time forth, only military leaders ruled Japan for the next two hundred years.

DIRECTIONS: Read about the things Tokugawa Shongunate rule did for Japan. Underline/highlight important information and circle words/phrases you do not understand.  Evaluate whether the changes made under Tokugawa Shogunate was helpful or harmful for Japan (E, G, S, F).
	TOKUGAWA SHOGUNATE’S ACTIONS
	GRADE

	Unity—Bring together
Japan was thrown into warfare and chaos after centuries of peace.  Many powerful daimyo (lords) constantly battled each other for control of territories.  Japan was not united.  It was split up into many territories.  Then, a powerful daimyo named Tokugawa Ieyasu defeated all his enemies and unified Japan.  Now, instead of many territories with many different leaders, the Japanese people had one ruler – the Tokugawa Shogun.  This was a strong and central government. The Tokugawa family ruled Japan peacefully for the next 200 years.

	

	Tokugawa Ieyasu’s Laws 
Europeans first came to Japan about 50 years before Tokugawa Ieyasu came to power.  Europeans brought strange goods and technology, such as guns and cannons.  European missionaries (people who spread Christianity) also introduced Christianity and converted hundreds of Japanese to the new religion.  These European influences made Tokugawa Ieyasu very upset. As a result, Tokugawa passed several laws:
1. Japan is a country of many gods, but we have been receiving teachings from Christian countries.  This cannot be tolerated (accepted) any more.
2. The missionaries come to people in our town and try to make them followers and let them destroy our Buddhist and Shinto shrines and temples.  This is an outrage!
3. Missionaries commit the illegal act of destroying the holy books of Buddha.  They will not be allowed to stay in Japan.


	

	The Close Country Policy
Europeans who visited Japan brought positive and negative influences.  They brought goods and technology to the Japanese, which were helpful to the military leaders of Japan.  However, European priests introduced Christianity and converted hundreds of Japanese to this new religion.  These European influences made Tokugawa Ieyasu very upset.  He then banned Christianity from Japan.  He ordered to hunt down and kill or deport Christian missionaries.  This resulted in passing the Close Country Policy:
1. Japanese ships are not allowed to leave for foreign countries.

2. No Japanese are allowed to go to other countries.  If he tries to do so secretly, he must be killed.

3. If there is anyone who teaches Christianity, they will be sent to jail. 

4. All ships coming into Japan must be thoroughly searched for Christians. 

5. All foreign countries are not allowed to enter or trade in Japan.

	

	Treatment of Christians 
As foreigners began trying to trade with Japan, Shogun Tokugawa was alarmed by reports that the Spanish has conquered (took over) an island in the Philippines.  Shogun Tokugawa decided to keep people from other countries out of Japan because he was afraid that Christian missionaries would plan with the Japanese Christians to overthrow him.  Tokugawa banned (did not allow) Christianity in Japan.  Over the next 20 years, Tokugawa officials rounded up Christians and tortured and executed them. 


	

	Alternate Attendance Policy

The Tokugawa moved the capital of Japan from Kyoto to Edo (now called Tokyo) in 1868.  Even though the Tokugawa Shogun was in complete control of Japan, there were still powerful lords in charge of territories.  To keep feudal lords (daimyos) from rebelling (going against them), Shogun Ieyasu controlled the daimyos by requiring that each lord spend every other year in his city so that he could keep a close eye on them.  Tokugawa rulers expected respect, loyalty, and obedience of these lords.  When the Daimyo would return to their territory, their families would have to stay behind in Edo as hostages. This became known as the system of “alternate-attendance”.


	

	Isolationism
The Tokugawa policy of isolation from Europe had many effects on Japan.  Over time, Japan fell behind Europe in science, technology, and military power.  On the other hand, isolation gave Japan a long period of peace and stability.  During years of the Tokugawa Shogunate, Japanese culture was rich and creative.  In these times of peace, the samurai had to find peaceful hobbies because they did not have to fight.  Many samurai became great poets.  Many wrote haiku poems. The entire samurai class was expected to act honestly and set an example for the nation.  However, samurais began not to be thought of anymore as brave and noble warriors.  A certain kind of theater, called kabuki theater, made fun of samurai.  Now the samurai were laughed at by Japanese merchants (the lowest social class in Japan).  


	


Name: ________________________________________     Band: ________
DIRECTIONS: Fill in the template with the appropriate information.  You are to assess Tokugawa Shogunate rule (helpful or harmful) in Japan.  Use specific details about the actions he did as a leader to back up your argument.


For many years, under feudalism, Japan was very peaceful.  However, during the 1500s, many military leaders started fighting for control of Japan and the country was thrown into chaos.  A powerful military leader named Tokugawa Ieyasu won control of Japan.  The period of the rule of shoguns (military leaders) in Japan became known as the Tokugawa Shogunate.  Tokugawa Shogunate’s rule was a helpful/harmful (circle one) for several reasons. 

One reason Tokugawa Shogunate’s rule was a helpful/harmful (circle one) because _________

________________________________________________________________________.  This shows Tokugawa’s rule was helpful/harmful (circle one) to Japan because (Explain how the reason given impacted Japanese society.) _______________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.  A second reason Tokugawa Shogunate’s rule was a helpful/harmful (circle one) because ____________________________________

__________________________________________________________________.  This shows Tokugawa’s rule was helpful/harmful (circle one) to Japan because (Explain how the reason given impacted Japanese society.) _______________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________.  Even though some of Tokugawa’s actions were helpful/harmful (circle the opposite argument), for example, Tokugawa (give arguments that show the opposite position) __________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________, other actions taken as king outweighed this, such as (state more helpful or harmful things that match your original argument) _____________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ and ____________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________.

	EXCELLENT
· Argues a side accurately using relevant information in the written statement that demonstrates a clear and detailed understanding of Tokugawa Shogunate’s leadership.

· Accurately and clearly gives two or more examples counter arguing of Tokugawa Shogunate’s leadership.
· Uses key words accurately.

· Product is creative, accurate, and complete.
	   GOOD

· Argues a side using relevant information in the written statement that demonstrates an understanding of Tokugawa Shogunate’s leadership.
· Has a counter argument about Tokugawa Shogunate’s leadership.
· Uses key words in which most are accurately used.

· Product is complete and creative 


	SATISFACTORY

· Argues a side

· Uses supporting details that are relevant, but limited, general, or inconsistent in the written statement about Tokugawa Shogunate’s leadership.
· Counter argument about Tokugawa Shogunate’s leadership is unclear.

· Does not use key words and/or does not display a clear understanding of the definition.

· Product is complete.
	UNSATISFACTORY 

· Does not argue a side and or does not argue a side accurately. 
· There are minimal details and/or details given are not accurate about  Tokugawa Shogunate’s leadership.
· Does not accurately present a counter argument.
· Key words are not used or inaccurate.
· Product is incomplete


#5





Impact means how people or a nation were affected by the decisions made and actions taken by a leader.








