Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade

I. Historic Context
New World plantation (large farm) owners wanted lots of cheap workers.  First, they looked to Native Americans but most of them died from diseases like smallpox.  Native Americans also knew their native lands well and could run away and survive without the Europeans.  But then they started looking to African slaves for cheap labor.  They were immune to diseases like smallpox and would not get sick as often as Native Americans did.  Also, their homes were too far away so that they could not run away.  For these reasons, Europeans started kidnapping and selling millions of Africans for slave labor in the Americas and the Caribbean.

DIRECTIONS: Actively read the passage below and analyze the video clips.  Then answer the questions that follow.
[image: image1.jpg]E I =% Scale for the I

degrees of Latitude =

Equator; T
NORTH
AMERICA

AMERICA





II. Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade
Many African rulers joined in the slave trade.  They used their knowledge of Africa to capture people and brought them to the coast to sell to European traders.  This trade began to be known as the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade.  It was called this because it linked up 3 places: the Americas, Africa and Europe. The Triangular Trade started in Europe, where manufactured products (goods) were made.  European ships brought goods including guns, cloth, and cash to Africa and traded them for African people, who would become slaves.  Then, Europeans carried slaves across the Atlantic Ocean to the Americans called the “Middle Passage” to the Americas and sold them.  The Middle Passage was a nightmare.  There are records of ships as small as 90 tons carrying 290 slaves in addition to crew and supplies.  More slaves meant greater profits, and few traders could resist the temptation to pack in a few more that were put into tight spaces under the decks.  The heat was unbearable, there were terrible smells of urine, mucus, vomit, and other horrific odors, and many became sick.  Disease was the biggest threat to the lives of the slaves, which also meant loss of profit (money) for the merchants. Countless Africans died on this journey. The dead slaves were tossed overboard into the ocean and usually into the waiting jaws of sharks that always seemed to follow these ships.  Other slaves preferred to jump overboard than to become a slave.  The ship’s crews were alarmed by slaves doing this that they would beat the slaves trying to purposely die rather than becoming a slave.   The slaves that made it to the Americas were sold by the Europeans to Americans, who would use the slave as labor on plantations.  Europeans used the money to buy sugar, coffee and tobacco, which they carried back to Europe.  Some of the sugar was made into rum in North America. This rum was sent back to Europe but it was also sent directly to Africa for more slaves which were sent to the West Indies.
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. . . And we cannot reckon how great the damage is, since the mentioned merchants are taking every day our natives, sons of the land and the sons of our noblemen and vassals and our relatives, because the thieves and men of bad conscience grab them wishing to have the things and wares of this Kingdom which they are ambitious of; they grab them and get them to be sold; and so great, Sir, is the corruption and licentiousness [lack of restraint] that our country is being completely depopulated, and Your Highness should not agree with this nor accept it as in your service. . . .– Nzinga Mbemba (King Affonso), Letters to the King of Portugal, 1526

1. Which event in African history is described in this passage?

1. Exploration of the African interior

2. Discovery of gold mines in Nigiera

3. Belgium’s takeover of the Congo

4. Atlantic Slave Trade

2. Which conclusion about the slave trade in Africa is supported by this map?
1. Most of the slaves came from eastern Africa.

2. Few people were taken from Africa to other continents.

3. Several European countries participated in the slave trade.

4. The slave trade began in southern Africa.
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3. Which claim is supported by this graph?

1. A majority of African slaves were sent to the North American mainland.

2. Slaves were brought to the New World primarily to increase cotton production.

3. Several European countries engaged in the Atlantic slave trade.

4. Portugal was less active in the slave trade than Spain or France.
Base your answer to the next 3 questions on the following passage and on your knowledge of social studies.
"I was immediately handled and tossed up to see if I were sound, by some of the crew, and I was now persuaded that I had gotten into a world of bad spirits, and that they were going to kill me. Their complexions, too, differing so much from ours, their long hair, and the language they spoke. . . . united to confirm me in this belief. . . . The closeness of the place and the heat of the climate, added to the number in the ship, which was so crowded that each had scarcely room to turn himself, almost suffocated us."

4. The event described in this passage led most directly to which of the following?

1. improved treatment of indigenous peoples in the Americas by Europeans

2. social and economic devastation in many African communities

3. establishment of religious toleration in many American colonies

4. free trade across the Americas
5. The conditions described in this passage were most directly the result of which of the following?

1. European desire for unpaid labor in the American colonies

2. mass deportations of some ethnic groups from European colonies

3. religious persecution in Europe following the Protestant Reformation

4. immigrants hoping to improve their lives by moving to the New World
6. A historian would best use the preceding passage to study which of the following?

1. Causes of European emigration to the Americas
2. conflict between Europeans and Native Americans
3. conditions during the Middle Passage
4. Spanish voyages of exploration
