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What is Civilization?


The first civilizations started because of agriculture.  Agriculture, or farming, caused a dramatic change in how people lived.  People were now able to grow food to support themselves, and they started living in larger, more organized communities, like villages, which eventually lead to towns and cities.  Every society that is considered a civilization has eight general features in common.
Directions: Actively read (highlight/underline important information, circle words you do not understand) about the features of civilizations and answer the questions that follow.  
	FEATURE 
	WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT TO THE GROWTH OF A CIVILIZATION?
	WHAT ARE SOME EXAMPLES OF THIS FEATURE IN THE WORLD TODAY?

	Cities

Cities were the places where the first civilizations were born.  A city is more than just a place with lots of people.  The difference between a village and a city is that the city is a center of trade.  Ancient cities depended on trade between people who grew more food than they could eat and decided to sell or trade it.


	
	

	Government

The large population of growing cities made it necessary for organized, effective governments.  Governments keep peace and make important decisions for large groups of people.  Governments protect their citizens and control public resources.  In order for this to be done, taxes are collected.


	
	

	Complex Religions

Most ancient people were polytheistic, meaning they believed in many gods.  They mostly worshipped forces of nature that strongly influenced their lives, such as sun gods, river goddesses and other spirits.  In order to please these gods, ancient people sacrificed animals, built temples (religious buildings) and eventually, wrote down the beliefs of religions in sacred books.


	
	

	Job Specialization

People living in cities developed many different kinds of jobs.  We call this job specialization.    For example, some people became skilled craft workers, who made pottery or objects out of wood.  Some were bricklayers, who built walls, or soldiers who defended the city, merchants who sold goods in the marketplace, and so on.


	
	

	Social Classes

In cities, social organizations became complex.  People were ranked according to their jobs.  This ranking led to the growth of social classes.  Priests and nobles were at the top of ancient society.  Then, merchants, followed by craft workers were lower in society.  Finally, peasants and farmers lived in villages and grew food for the city.  In ancient societies, slaves were at the lowest level.  People became slaves due to family debt or because of war.


	
	

	Arts & Architecture

People expressed their beliefs and values of a civilization through creativity.  Different styles were developed and copies by societies.  Often, the art was used to impress visitors and people about the beauty and power of a king or a community.


	
	

	Public Works
The government would create jobs to help and benefit the community. For example, hiring people to build things such as a wall to protect from attack or a canal to help in irrigation would help insure the survival of a people


	
	

	Writing 

Records were needed to keep accounts on trade goods and food storage. Writing was needed because the information became too complex. In addition, one needed to express more complex ideas such as "belief" and "social order" where pictures and words simply would not be enough.

	
	


ACTIVITY: With your partner, decide which feature of civilization each example of civilization in NYC belongs to. You can have more than one answer for each example.

	Mayor DiBlasio of NYC controls the schools, collects taxes, and does many other things that keep our city running.
	

	I
n Edward R. Murrow High school, janitors clean up the building, the nurse treats the sick students and the teachers educate the students.
	

	In NYC, stock brokers on Wall Street trade stocks and control the money supply of businesses around the world.
	

	On Flatbush Avenue, you can find a Catholic church, an Islamic mosque, a Buddhist temple and a Jewish synagogue.
	

	A new subway line in New York City that will benefit millions of commuters daily.
	

	The artwork displayed in the Metropolitan Museum of Art and the Modern Museum of Art.
	

	The New York City public library on 42nd street has floors and floors of library books.
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