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WHAT IS HISTORY?
I. Introduction
History is so much more than memorizing a bunch of dates, names battles and lots of boring facts that do not relate to our lives and the things we care about.  History is an account (version/explanation) of the past constructed from evidence (proof). This account of the past differs based on one’s perspective (view point). In other words, history is the record of people’s lives throughout time, but can be different based on the individual person and how they interpret/see it, but is always back with proof.
History is 































II. How Do Historians Find Out About History?
Historians use two kinds of sources to find out about history.  These are called primary sources and secondary sources.
DIRECTIONS: With a partner, read through the chart below to help you determine the differences between primary and secondary sources.  Actively read by highlighting or underlining key words that help you understand the definitions and differences.      
	Primary Sources
	Secondary Sources

	A primary source is a document or physical object that was written or created by someone during the time period being studied. This means it was written, recorded, or created by a person who was actually at an event and living during that time period. This can be in the form of a letter, journal, diary, or even drawings that come from a wall of a cave.  

	A secondary source is a document created after the time period being studied using primary sources to write about it. These sources have information about a historical event that is written by someone who was not a there at the time of the event.  Secondary sources can come from someone who recorded the memories of someone at the event.  This can be in the form of a history textbook, magazine, encyclopedia, or a book written by someone who was not there at the event.


ASSESSMENT: After learning about different sources, decide if each one presented on the PowerPoint is a primary or secondary source.  Record your answers in the chart below.  BE ABLE TO EXPLAIN YOUR ANSWER.
	PRIMARY OR SECONDARY?

	1. 
	4.

	2.
	5.

	3.
	6.



ASSESSMENT: Practicing Sources

Directions: Active reading and analyze the source. Then fill in the template.

The image to the right was made in 1910. It depicts the type of clothing worn by doctors when treating patients who had the plague (a disease that was deadly and spread quickly in the past) in the 17th century (1600s). The artist based the drawing on information about doctors’ clothing in a book written in 1721 by Jean Jacques Manget. (Source: Adapted from the Stanford History Education Group’s “Plague Doctor” Assessment.)
This image was drawn (state WHEN-time period/date)________________. This source is a primary source/secondary source (circle one). This is a primary source/secondary source (circle one) because (explain your answer) _______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.  The artist might has drawn this image because ____________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________.  This source is reliable/not reliable (circle one) because _______________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________.
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