WHAT IS HISTORY?
I. Introduction
History is so much more than memorizing a bunch of dates, names battles and lots of boring facts that do not relate to our lives and the things we care about.  History is the record of people’s lives throughout time.  It is the story of the how people have changed throughout time. Thomas Jefferson believed everyone should take history in school because it would prepare people for things yet to come.  By reflecting on the past, we would be able to judge the future and the actions and intentions of other men.  President Wilson believed that every student should study history because it would prepare him or her to make important decisions on the affairs of their country, and to have a good sense of judgment.
History is 































II. How Do Historians Find Out About History?
Historians use two kinds of sources to find out about history.  These are called primary sources and secondary sources.
DIRECTIONS: With a partner, read through the chart below to help you determine the differences between primary and secondary sources.  Actively read by highlighting or underlining key words that help you understand the definitions and differences.      
	Primary Sources
	Secondary Sources

	A primary source is written or recorded by a person who was actually at an event.  Primary sources are documents that come from the time period the event is happening.  This can be in the form of a letter, journal, diary, or even drawings that come from a wall of a cave.  
	A secondary source has information about a historical event that is written by someone who was not a there at the time of the event.  Secondary sources can come from someone who recorded the memories of someone at the event.  This can be in the form of a history textbook, magazine, encyclopedia, or a book written by someone who was not there at the event.



ASSESSMENT: After learning about different sources, decide if each one presented on the PowerPoint is a primary or secondary source.  Record your answers in the chart below.  BE ABLE TO EXPLAIN YOUR ANSWER.
	PRIMARY OR SECONDARY?

	1. 
	4.

	2.
	5.

	3.
	6.


III. WHO WRITES HISTORY?

Figuring out history is like doing detective work.  Historians have to take separate pieces of information and put them together to create a picture of history that makes sense.  There are many different kinds of historians who help us figure out what life was like in the past.

	Type of Historian
	What They Do

	Archaeologist
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	Archeologists study the past through artifacts, or things people have made.  They go to places people have lived and investigate them.  They often save historical sites from being destroyed.    

	Economist
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	Economist study the resources of past societies, such as how many people there were, how much food they had, etc.   By using data, or information they collected, economist try to figure out what societies were like.    

	Paleontologist
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	Paleontologists study the history of life on Earth.  They use fossils, or remains of animals and humans, to put together a picture of what life was like in the past.  They are best known for discovering dinosaur bones.


Q1. Based on the reading above, what is the difference between an artifact and a fossil?



































Q2. What are some items from today’s world that could be considered important artifacts? (What could tell future generations a lot about our life?) 









































ARTIFACT ACTIVTIY
DIRECTIONS: Your group will be given several “artifacts” from other societies.  As an archaeologist, it is your job to draw conclusions about the people who made the coin.  Briefly describe these people and their ways of living based on information found on the coin.  Carefully examine each artifact and answer the following questions.
What can you find out about these people and their ways of living based on this artifact?
(1)__________________________________________________________

(2)_________________________________________________________ (3)_________________________________________________________

List two things that cannot be determined about these people. 
(1)__________________________________________________________

(2)__________________________________________________________
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