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Julius Caesar Rise to Power and Assassination 
Annotation directions:
a. Underline/highlight the key details.

b. Circle any words you do not understand and use the dictionary .
c. Annotate the text marking G,C, or M for how Julius Caesar gained, consolidated, or maintained power.
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Directions: After learning about each of the Classical Civilizations listed below, record your notes on their methods for gaining,

consolidating, and maintaining power.

How did the Classical Civilization gain, consolidate. and maintain power?
‘Note: Ofen the same orsmiar methods can be used t gan,consalcate, and maintain powe,

GAIN

‘Gaining power s the process of geting it and
‘expanding it

GONSOLIDATE

®@

‘Consolidating power is the process o taking
other people uiho also|

control from.

have pover

MAINTAIN
&)

Maintaining power s the process of keeping one's
power.





Unable to resolve its problems peacefully, Rome had a series of civil wars (fighting of people within the same country).  At issue was who should hold power.  Out of the chaos came Julius Caesar, an ambitious military commander.  For a time, Julius Caesar dominated (controlled) the government with a brilliant general named Pompey.  


In 59 B.C.E., Caesar set out with his army to invade new lands for Rome.  After nine years of fighting, he conquered Gaul (now know as France). Due to Caesar’s conquests, Rome had an increase in territories it now controlled.   Pompey became worried about Caesar’s rising fame and convinced the senate branch of the Roman government to order that Caesar’s army leave Gaul and return to Rome.  Caesar did not listen to the orders of the governments’ senate and secretly led his army into northern Italy and then headed toward Rome.  This caused another civil war.  Caesar and his army crushed Pompey and his supporters and went all around the Mediterranean crushing anyone who rebelled (fought back).   Caesar would announce his victory “Veni, vidi, vici”—“I came, I saw, I conquered”.  The Roman people admired Caesar as a war hero and a strong leader. In 46B.C.E., they elected Caesar dictator of Rome. A dictator is a ruler with complete control over everything (trade, government, laws, taxes etc). 

Before Julius Caesar became a dictator,  the  majority of the people were angry that the Roman government made up of the Senate, had not been able to solve the many problems facing the Republic(review  from brainpop what a republic is) .  Julius Caesar spoke publicly to the people about these problems, and promised to solve them if he could.  Crime was high, taxes were outrageous, people were hungry, and many were out of work. It was easier to use slaves to do work than hire Roman people, but the dependency (relying) on slaves to do the work was causing Rome’s unemployment problem (no jobs). Caesar made changes to Rome, most of the time without the approval of the Senate.  He created a program of public works to employ the jobless and gave land to the poor  which were made up of mostly  plebeians.   He also reorganized the government and the regions of Rome and granted citizenship to more people than ever before.  Caesar’s most lasting reform was the introduction of a new calendar based on Egyptian knowledge, known as the Julian calendar (The month of July is named after him).  It was used all over Europe for 1,600 years.  With minor changes, it is still our calendar today. 
A year after his election as dictator, the Roman people elected Caesar "dictator for life."  Most of Julius Caesar’s reforms favored the plebeians (Merchants farmers and peasants), which angered the patrician senators. Caesar's power and popularity made him very unpopular with the powerfully rich land owning patrician class. The patrician class felt that Caesar was using this popular support from the people to declare himself  a King and absolute ruler of Rome, which would strip them of their power.   On March 15, 44B.C.E. (known as the Ides of March), Caesar was met by a mob of sixty senators who stabbed the dictator to death.  The death of Julius Caesar caused more civil wars.  Mark Antony, Caesar’s chief general, and Octavian, Caesar’s grand nephew, joined forces to hunt down the murderers.  The two men eventually argued over who should take power.  Finally, in 31 B.C.E., Octavian defeated Antony and his powerful ally Queen Cleopatra of Egypt. Soon after,    Octavian who will later change his name to Augustus became Rome’s first emperor (Very similar to a dictator). This marked the end of the Roman Republic and the beginning of the Roman Empire. Even though history marks the beginning of the Roman Empire with Augustus, it was Julius Caesar that laid the foundation and models for future emperors to follow.
Based on the information you annotated, Write a TEAL paragraph answering the following question:

How did Julius Caesar gain, consolidate and maintain power for the Roman Empire? Use the back of sheet if necessary)
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