





The Caste System
I. Introduction 
The caste system in India is an important part of living as a Hindu in India. The word “caste” means “social class” or “race.”  There are four castes and a group of people who lives outside the caste system in shame and poverty.  
[image: image1.jpg]Brahma and the origins of caste

Brahmins
priests & teachers

Kshatriyas
warriors & rulers

Vaishyas
farmers, traders &
merchants

Shudras
labourers

Dalits (outcastes)

Street sweepers,
latrine cleaners

B8]





II. Hindu Beliefs About the Caste System
The following reading comes from the holy books of Hinduism:

“When they made the first man, they divided him into four parts.  What did they call his mouth?  They called his mouth the Brahmin, who became the highest group of people who became priests, teachers and thinkers. His arms became the Khshatriya, who became the warriors and rulers.  His thighs became Vaishyas, the merchants and professional people.  And from his feet, the Shudras, or servants, were born.  These are the four castes of  Hinduism.”
In your own words, how would you describe the Caste System? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
DIRECTIONS: Actively read about the caste system below, then evaluate how the caste system affects the lives of Hindus.
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III. A Complex Caste System

Caste in India

The Caste was closely linked to Hindu beliefs. To Hindus, different castes were different species of beings. To ensure spiritual purity, a web of complex caste rules governed every aspect of life—where people live, what they ate, how they dressed, how they earned a living, and how you relate to other people in society.  Rules forbade marrying outside one’s caste or eating with members of another caste. High-caste people had the strictest rules to protect them from the spiritually polluted, or impure, lower castes. Members of a high caste have more money and opportunities.  Members of a low caste have jobs that no one else will take.  It is almost impossible to move upward from your caste.  Most people stay in their caste their entire lives and marry within their caste.   

What Determines a Person’s Caste?

Hindus are born into a caste based on whatever caste your parents belonged. A person cannot buy their way out of the caste and cannot marry someone of a higher caste.  While they could not change their status in this life, they could reach a higher state in a future life by faithfully fulfilling the duties of their present caste. The only way you can get out of your caste and move up to a higher caste is to die and hope to be reborn into a higher caste.  The best way to make sure that this happens is to follow your dharma and have good karma.  Dharma tells the Hindu how to act each day at home and at work. The members of each Hindu caste have different duties and responsibilities. Despite its inequalities, caste ensured a stable social order. People believed that the law of karma determined their caste. 

Untouchables

For the lowest-ranked outcastes (outside the caste system), or “Untouchables,” life is harsh and restricted. They had “impure” jobs, such as digging graves, turning animal hides into leather toilet cleaning, garbage removal.  Other castes feared that contact with an untouchable could spread pollution. Untouchables had to live apart. Untouchables have separate entrances to homes and must drink from separate wells. They even had to sound a wooden clapper to warn of their approach. 

Name: ______________________________________________

Band:_________
An enduring issue is an issue that exists across time. It is one that many societies have attempted to address with varying degrees of success.

DIRECTIONS: Write an enduring issue response in which you use evidence, examples, and analysis.  To write a well-developed response, please do the following:

1. Identify and define an enduring issue about the caste system (PICK ONE OF THE OPTIONS BELOW)
The enduring issues that are present in caste system are: 

POWER- unfair distribution of power (power isn’t equal); relationship to ruler and those who are ruled
VIOLATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS- violation of basic rights and/or unfair treatment of people in a society

2. Explain how the issue has affected people.


An enduring issue is an issue that exists across time. It is one that many societies have attempted to address with varying degrees of success. One enduring issue is power/ violation of human rights (choose one), which means (provide a definition) _________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________.  This enduring issue has been seen in the Hindu caste system, which is a (provide a definition) ____________

_______________________________________________________________________________. One example of the enduring issue of power/violation of human rights (choose one) can be seen in the caste system is (provide examples and evidence about the caste system—5 sentence minimum) __________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

This enduring issue of power/violation of human rights (choose one) affected Indian society in a positive/negative (choose one) way because (explain why the evidence you described above impacts people in a good/bad way) __________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

	EXCELLENT (4.5-5)

· Clearly identifies and accurately defines an enduring issue.

· Develops a thoughtful and in-depth argument about it impacts people or how they have been affected. 

· Explained how it continued to be an issue or change over time clearly and in depth.

· Is more analytical or descriptive
	GOOD (3.5-4)

· Identifies and accurately

defines an enduring issue.

· Develops a thoughtful argument in some depth about how the E.I. affected people.

· Explained how it continued to be an issue or change over time with details.

· Provides some analysis.
	SATISFACTORY (2-3)

· Identifies and accurately defines an enduring issue; may include minor inaccuracies or identifies, but does not define an enduring issue.

· Argument is not clearly explained on in depth about how the E.I. affected people.

· Explained how it continued to be an issue or change over time, but lacks clarity or depth.

· Lacks analysis; provides only description.
	UNSATISFACTORY (0-1.5)

· Fails to develop the task or may only refer to the issue in a general way; OR includes no relevant facts, examples, or details; OR includes only evidence copies from the documents; OR includes only entire documents copied; OR  is illegible; OR is a blank paper.


_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

