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Charlemagne

I. Introduction

After the fall of the Roman Empire around 500 A.D., Europe fell into a state of chaos and disorder.  This time became known as the “Middle Ages” or the “Medieval Ages” lasted from around 500 A.D. to around 1500 A.D.  There were no powerful governments like the ones of the Ancient Romans and no large army to keep Europe peaceful and in control.  Because of this, Germanic invaders set up new kingdoms that replaced old Roman governments.  The greatest leader of this period was the Emperor Charlemagne, or Charles the Great, who united Western Europe and created stability and peace.  

Directions: Read about the things Charlemagne did as a leader of Western Europe. Evaluate whether or not Charlemagne was a good or bad leader (E,G, S, F).
	CHARLEMAGNE’S ACTIONS
	GRADE

	Expansion

Using the strength and loyalty of his army, combined with his own leadership abilities, Charlemagne soon defeated most of the other barbarian tribes in Western Europe. He expanded the Frankish Empire to include Germany, all of France, most of Italy, and even sections of northern Spain. 


	

	Spreading Christianity
Charlemagne tried to control many of his lands and create an untied Christian Europe.  Working closely with the church, he helped spread Christianity to conquered people in his empire, usually by force.  If people did not follow his orders to convert, they were killed.
	

	Government
Charlemagne ruled his empire by using local officials called counts to help him. Each count was responsible for solving local problems. They also had the job of finding men and training armies for the kingdom. At least once a year, Charlemagne paid surprise visits to his various counts to make sure they were managing fairly and effectively.

	

	Jury System
Before Charlemagne, if a peasant was accused of a crime, they had to prove they were innocent by holding a red hot metal poker until they hand was deeply burned.  If the burnt hand healed in three days, which would unlikely happen, they were found innocent.  If it was not healed, you were guilty.  A noble (richer people) could prove their innocence by a fight.  Many nobles hired someone to fight for them. If the person you hired died, you were found guilty, but you had paid your punishment - you had paid with "your" life, or at least the life of the person you had hired - thus, you were free to go.  Charlemagne did not like this system and came up with a new system, which each accused person would be heard by a panel of honorable men, men who had taken an oath to listen and to judge fairly based on the evidence presented.

	

	Education
Education had declined so much in Western Rome when it was conquered.  As a result, Charlemagne wanted to make Western Europeans educated, no matter if they were rich or poor.  He created a school at Aachen under the direction of Alcuin of York.  Alcuin created a curriculum (formal course of study) based on Latin learning.  It included grammar, rhetoric (public speaking), logic, arithmetic, geometry, music, and astronomy.   


	

	Preservation

Charlemagne gave many of his scholars the job of copying all the old manuscripts into Latin by hand. This preserved (kept) much knowledge, which would have been lost.  

	

	Economy 
Before Charlemagne’s rule, businesses fell and trade stopped.  Because trade stopped, Europe’s cities were destroyed because no one came to do business and people in cities stopped making money.  Also because trade stopped, food was not being brought in from other parts of the world.  Charlemagne tried to improve the economy and create more businesses.  He started building a canal to make transportation easier and taught people to use better farming methods.

	

	Standardized Money
Europeans paid their taxes using a barter system, which means they exchanged products instead of money.   Charlemagne felt this could lead to corruption because the tax collector could decide how much they felt the product was worth instead of giving actual money.  As a result, Charlemagne introduced a payment system using silver coins. He standardized the value of each coin.
	


Name: ____________________________________________                              Band: ________

DIRECTIONS: Fill in the template with the appropriate information.  You are to assess Charlemagne as a leader (good or bad).  Use specific details about the actions he did as a leader to back up your argument.

          After the fall of the Roman Empire, Western Europe was experiencing chaos and disorder.  During the Medieval Ages, Charlemagne became leader of Western Europe.  As the new leader of Western Europe, Charlemagne made many changes.  Charlemagne was a good/bad (circle one) leader for several reasons. 

One reason Charlemagne was a good/bad (circle one) leader because __________________________
___________________________________.  This shows he was a good/bad (circle one) leader because (Explain how the reason given impacted European society.) _______________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________.
A second reason Charlemagne was a good/bad (circle one) leader was _____________________________
________________________________________.  This shows he was a good/bad (circle one) leader because (Explain how the reason given impacted European society.) _________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________. 

Even though some of his actions were good/bad (circle the opposite from the ones you circle above), for example, Charlemagne (give arguments that show the opposite position) ________________________

__________________________________________________________________________, other actions taken as king outweighed this, such as (state more good or bad things that match your argument) ____________________________________________________________________________ and 

______________________________________________________________________________.
	EXCELLENT
· Argues a side accurately using relevant information in the written statement that demonstrates a clear and detailed understanding of Charlemagne’s leadership.

· Accurately and clearly gives two or more examples counter arguing of Charlemagne’s leadership.

· Uses key words accurately.

· Product is creative, accurate, and complete.
	   GOOD

· Argues a side using relevant information in the written statement that demonstrates an understanding of Charlemagne’s leadership.

· Has a counter argument about Charlemagne’s leadership.

· Uses key words in which most are accurately used.

· Product is complete and creative 


	SATISFACTORY

· Argues a side

· Uses supporting details that are relevant, but limited, general, or inconsistent in the written statement about Charlemagne’s leadership.

· Counter argument about Charlemagne’s leadership is unclear.

· Does not use key words and/or does not display a clear understanding of the definition.

· Product is complete.
	UNSATISFACTORY 

· Does not argue a side and or does not argue a side accurately. 
· There are minimal details and/or details given are not accurate about Charlemagne’s leadership.
· Does not accurately present a counter argument.
· Key words are not used or inaccurate.
· Product is incomplete


Impact means how people or a nation were affected by the decisions made and actions taken by a leader.








