The Crusades 
I. Historic Context
The Crusades were a series of religious wars between Christians and Muslims started primarily to secure control of holy sites in Jerusalem that were considered sacred to both groups.  To Christians, Jerusalem was the Holy Sepulcher; Jesus was crucified on the Hill of Calvary, his tomb is located inside the sepulcher; this was also the site of his resurrection into Heaven.   To Muslims, the Prophet Muhammad travelled here from Mecca during his night journey and prayed with the souls of all the prophets. A few steps away, the shrine of the Dome of the Rock holds the foundation stone, where Muslims believe Muhammad then ascended to heaven.  In all, eight major Crusade expeditions occurred between 1096 and 1291.   
The word "crusade" literally means "going to the Cross." Hence the idea at the time was to urge Christian warriors to go to Palestine and free Jerusalem and other holy places from Muslim control. European Christians goals were to stop the spread of Islam, to retake control of the Holy Land in the eastern Mediterranean and to recapture formerly Christian territories; they were seen by many of their participants as a means of redemption and expiation for sins. 
II. Reasons for Fighting in the Crusades
Pope Urban II, in one of history's most powerful speeches, initiated 200 years of the Crusades at the Council of Clermont, France on November 27, 1095.  In a rare public session in an open field, he urged the knights and noblemen to win back the Holy Land, to face their sins, and called upon those present to receive forgiveness of sins and save their souls by becoming "Soldiers of Christ."  Those who took the vow for the pilgrimage (religious journey) were to wear the sign of the cross.  By the time his speech ended, the captivated audience began shouting "Deus le volt! - God wills it!" The expression became the battle-cry of the crusades.
DIRECTIONS: Actively read each document regarding reasons to join the crusades. Answer the questions that follow.
DOCUMENT 1:
SPEAKER: Who created this document? ________________________________________________________
PURPOSE: Why did this author create this document- to persuade, to inform, to entertain? PROVIDE EVIDENCE FROM THE DOUCMENT. ______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________

AUDIENCE: Who is the intended audience of this source? EXPLAIN.  





__________


____











____
____
_____________________________________________________________________________
DOCUMENT 2:


SPEAKER: Who created this document? ________________________________________________________

PURPOSE: Why did this author create this document- to persuade, to inform, to entertain? PROVIDE EVIDENCE FROM THE DOUCMENT. ______________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________

AUDIENCE: Who is the intended audience of this source? EXPLAIN.  





__________


____











____
____
_____________________________________________________________________________
NAME: ____________________________________________
BAND: __________

HOMEWORK: Crusades Stimulus Multiple Choice Questions

Directions: Using your handout and notes from today’s lesson, actively read the questions below and answer the questions.  

Q1. Which heading best completes the partial outline below?
[image: image1.png]. Escape feudal oppression

. Earn salvation from sins

. Recapture the Holy Land





1. Goals of the Hanseatic League

2. Reasons for the Europeans to Fight the Crusades

3. Results of the Reconquista

4. Aims of Charlemagne

Base your answer to questions 2-4on the secondary source below.

The basic idea of this book is simple: to tell the story of the Crusades as they were seen, lived, and recorded on 'the other side'–in other words, in the Arab camp. Its content is based almost exclusively on the testimony of contemporary Arab historians and chroniclers....-Amin Maalouf, The Crusades Through Arab Eyes, Al Saqi Books
Q2. This passage indicates that the author's emphasis is on

1. Cause and effect

2. Chronological order

3. Reenactment

4. Point of view

Q3. Which statement best explains why the point of view of this source is described as "the other side"?

1. Most Arab people who lived through the Crusades could not read or write.
2. Arabs lived on the other side of the world from the Crusaders
3. Historians have often studied the Crusades from the European perspective
4. The Arab point of view of the Crusades was only written down many years later. 
Q4. This source is most likely to include which of the following claims about the Crusades?

1. Christians were justified in their attempts to conquer the Holy Land

2. Muslims fought to protect land sacred to them from outside invaders

3. The Crusades benefited Arabs by bringing them more advanced European knowledge and technology

4. The Crusades had little impact on Arabs. 

“My beloved people, I come to you with a message from God.  I speak to you as a messenger to reveal (tell) to you God’s desire.  We can’t refuse to help our Christian brothers in Constantinople [capital of the Byzantine Empire].  They need our help desperately.  Now, the Turks and Arabs attacked our Christian brothers and beaten them several times in battle.  These armies destroyed our people and our churches.  If we don’t go to help, Christianity won’t survive. I beg you to fight these barbarians, this scum of the earth from our holy lands and bring help to the worshippers of Christ.” – Pope Urban, Speech to Christians, 1095























“Jerusalem is the best of lands.  This land our savior, Jesus Christ, made famous with his birth.  Set out on this journey and get forgiveness for your sins.  All those who go to battle to kill and die for Christianity will have their sins forgiven. I have the power to say this because I am God’s representative here on Earth.” – Pope Urban





























