What is Culture?

I. Culture

In social studies, we use the term culture to explain the way of life of a group of people.  There are many things that make up culture.  Some are listed below.

	COMMON PRACTICES

(things people do)
	SHARED UNDERSTANDING

(things people believe)
	SOCIAL ORGANIZATION

(how things are arranged)

	Food
	Language
	Family

	Clothing
	Religious beliefs
	Class & caste structure 

	Sports 
	Values
	Government

	Tools and technology
	Political beliefs
	Economic system


Some people believe that their culture and values are better than other cultures.  This is called ethnocentrism.  This means that you think your culture is better than other peoples’ cultures.  

Q1. What are some things that make up your culture (Use the chart above to help you)?
































II. Cultural Diffusion
DIRECTIONS: CHOOSE ONE OF THE ACTIVITIES BELOW. 
ACTIVITY 1: ANALYZING TEXTS

The story below demonstrates (shows) the idea of cultural diffusion.  With a partner, actively read the story and highlight/underline keywords (ex: regions, objects, etc.) that will help you come up with your own definition of cultural diffusion and circle words you do not understand.  
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Based on the reading, what is cultural diffusion? 






































OR
ACTIVITY 2: PHOTO ANALYSIS

The photo below demonstrates (shows) the idea of cultural diffusion.  With a partner, analyze the photo and highlight/underline keywords that will help you come up with your own definition of cultural diffusion and circle words you do not understand.  


Based on the photo, what is cultural diffusion? 






































“A Normal American Morning”





John, a young man born and raised in America, wakes up in his bed.  His bed sheets 


have a funky pattern that dates back 500 years to a tribe in the Middle East.  He goes


to a restaurant for some breakfast.





In front of him is his plate, made of a form of pottery invented in China.  His knife is


made of steel.  Steel is a combination of metals that was first invented in Southern


India.  His fork was invented in Italy in the Middle Ages.  His spoon was invented by people in Ancient Rome.





He begins breakfast with orange juice – oranges are fruit that come from South Asia.  His coffee was grown on plants that come from Africa.  His eggs were first eaten in Asia and his bacon is smoked, which is a process first invented in North Europe.











