Daoism (Taoism) & Confucianism Ideas
I. Introduction

At the same time as Confucius was trying to figure out how to make the world a peaceful place, another man named Lao-Tzu (or Lao-Zi) was teaching in China.  His beliefs are now known as Daoism (or Taoism). The Chinese had two major belief systems: Confucianism and Daoism (pronounced Dowism).  The name Dao comes from the Chinese word “Dao”, meaning “the way” or “the path”. The Daoists believed that people should reject the rules of society, live simply in peace with nature, and think about the right way to live life. The Daoists also believe that letting nature take its course and not trying to change life is the correct way to live.  Lao Tzu’s beliefs were written down in a book called Tao Te Ching or The Way and Its Power.  

DIRECTIONS: Actively read (highlight/underline important words/phrases, circle words you do not understand) about the beliefs of Daoism. Evaluate the beliefs of Daosim and then COMPARE Daoist beliefs to Confucian beliefs. USE YOUR HANDOUT ON CONFUCIUS TO HELP YOU. 
	BELIEFS

	The Dao—“ The Way”

Daoists wanted to end conflict between human desires and simple ways of nature. Lao-Tzu taught that the goal of life was to become in touch with the Dao or “the way”.  The Dao was a universal force that guided all living things.  The Dao could not be explained; it could only be felt.  Lao-Tzu believed that a person could feel the Dao only when they reached harmony (peace) with nature.  The only way to do this way through deep meditation.   



	Main Ideas of Daoism

Daoists believed that people should do the following: live in harmony with nature, obey your elders as well as nature, follow your own path, make your own rules, be honest, reject society, and achieve true happiness by finding the answers to life in nature.



	Yin and Yang

The symbol of Daoism is the yin-yang.  Yin and Yang are the two opposite forces believed to be present in all nature.  Yin was cool, dark, female, and submissive (obedient), while Yang was warm, light, male, and aggressive (forceful). In order to have peace and harmony, the two elements have to be balanced (there can’t be too much of one thing). Yin and yang are two sides of dualism (opposition). It is the tail and the head of a coin. The tail is yin, then the head is yang. They exist alongside one another. The head cannot exist without the tail, and the tail cannot exist without the head.



	Government

Lao-Tzu thought that government was unnatural and therefore, caused many problems.  To Daoists, “The best government was the government that governed the least”.  “The more forbidden things there are in a country, the poorer the people.  The more laws, the more thieves and robbers.” So the wise man says: “If I do nothing, the people will do the right thing by themselves. If I act calmly, people calm themselves. If I don’t stick my nose into the business of others, they will be happy and free. If I do not want too much, I am free from wanting. If this happens, the people become one with nature.”


COMPARE – providing similarities and/or differences

DOCUMENT 1: When a government is unobtrusive (not too involved), people are content and honest. When the government is serve and exacting (demanding/controlling), the people are restless and cunning (sly). –Lao Tzu, Tao Te Ching, Chapter 58  
DOCUMENT 2: “In administering your government, what need is there for you to kill?  Just desire the good yourself and the common people will be good.  The virtue (qualities) of the gentleman is like wind; the virtue of the small man is like grass.  Let the wind blow over the grass and it is sure to bend. Lead them by means of regulations and keep order among them through punishments, and the people will evade them (i.e. keep out of trouble) and will lack any sense of shame.  Lead them through moral force and keep order among them through rites, and they will have a sense of shame and will also correct themselves.” –Confucius 

1. Using evidence from both documents below, identify a similarity or a difference associated regarding their ideas on government shown in the documents below.  __________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

2. Explain a similarity or difference regarding ideas about government as expressed in documents 1 and 2. Be sure to evidence from both documents 1 and 2 in your response. _________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
The enduring issue this best associates with is (check all that apply)

· CULTURAL DIFFUSION

· HUMAN RIGHTS

· IMPACT OF ENVIRONMENT ON HUMANS

· POWER

· SCARCITY 

· TECHNOLOGY

