Results of the Crusades
I. Story

The Following is a fictional story of medieval family but it represents what most people were experiencing and feeling after the Crusades were over and the Crusaders began to come home. 
Gertrude unrolled the bolt (roll) of yellow silk in front of the window. How it glowed in the sunlight. Everything else in the room looked drab (dull) beside it. Even the colors in the tapestry hanging on the wall were gloomy compared to the shining cloth. Gertrude held a large swath (piece/sample) of it against her face and looked into the mirror. When the seamstress made it into a gown, would it become her?  She had never felt anything quite like this material and had no idea such a beautiful thing existed.
Q1. Describe the emotions expressed by Gertrude as she unrolled the silk. 






















Q2. Why was she behaving this way over the silk? 

























Gertrude’s father had brought the cloth home from the Crusades. He had brought back so many wonderful things- spices, sugar and perfumes. When she and her mother heard that the Muslims had recaptured Jerusalem and the Holy Land, they had prepared themselves to receive a broken and disappointed man. They were amazed at his enthusiasm and excitement. He even spoke very highly of Muslims. They had such wise doctors, such gifted musicians, such clever businesspeople. He seemed to have forgotten they were not Christians.

Q3. What type of man was Gertrude expecting when her father returned from the Crusades? Why did she feel this way? 































Q4. What was Gertrude’s father PERSPECTIVE toward his experience in the Crusades and towards the Muslims? 
































______________________________________________________________________________
He had lost a great deal of money financing his trip to the Holy Land. But even this did not seem to bother him. He would sell a part of his land and invest the money in a trading venture to Constantinople. “We will be richer than ever before” he promised. 
Q5. What did Gertrude’s father promise?





























Q6. How was he going to accomplish this? 




























II. Effects of the Crusades 
DIRECTIONS: Actively read the documents below that describe the effects of the Crusades.  Then explain why the event associated with these documents—Crusades—are considered a turning point in history. 

DOCUMENT 1: Although the Crusades failed to free the Holy Land, they had a lasting effect on the way Europeans lived. When crusaders returned to Europe, they brought back such things as spices, sugar, and silk. Spices were used to keep food from spoiling. Silk replaced wool in the clothing of many lords and ladies. Nobles [the wealthy] and merchants [traders] enjoyed the new luxuries and wanted more of them.

DOCUMENT 2: In addition to the feudal states that the crusaders set up along the Syrian and Palestinian coasts, which managed to survive for about two centuries before the Muslims reconquered them, the crusaders left in the Middle East two legacies that continue to resonate. First, the long struggle between Islam and Christendom and the example of persecution [discrimination] set by Christian kings and prelates (bishops) left an inheritance of deep bitterness; relations between Muslims and their Christian and Jewish subjects worsened. Second, European merchants, primarily Italians, had established communities in the crusader states. After those kingdoms collapsed, Muslim rulers still encouraged trade with European businessmen. Commerce with the West benefited both Muslims and Europeans, and it continued to flourish.
DOCUMENT 3: …Then, just as the Crusaders had been inspired at least in part by commercial [business] motives, those 200 years of constant coming and going between East and West obviously gave trade a tremendous boost. Merchants, studying the itineraries [routes] of the cross-bearers [crusaders] who paved the way, discovered the most direct routes between eastern Mediterranean ports and the heart of Europe. Venice was a particularly active port of entry for goods imported from the Middle East and India. From there the goods traveled a well-established route through the Brenner Pass, up the Rhine to Brussels and then north to the Baltic Sea. Many a town which lies along this course owes its existence to a brisk demand for exotic wares[goods] from the East by medieval Europeans...
Using the documents above, explain why the historical developments and events of the Crusades are considered a turning point. 

HOMEWORK

Name: ________________________________ BAND: _____

DIRECTIONS: Actively read the following information and highlight or underline the effects the Crusades had on Europe.  Then fill out the chart below. 
The Christian Crusaders would only hold the holy land of Jerusalem for a short time. In 1187 the Muslims would win most of the wars of the Crusades and control Jerusalem for centuries after.  The horrors and wars of the Crusades led to a bitter hatred between Christians and Muslims which still goes on today.

The Crusades changed Europe forever. People, who had never traveled far from their homes on the manor, now journeyed hundreds of miles to the Middle East. They came into contact with Byzantines, Turks, and Arabs.  The cultures of these eastern people were more advanced than the culture of Europe. The Crusaders liked many of the new things they saw.  They went back to their homes on manors with items such as silks, spices and other goods as well as new ideas about how to live better than they were living on manors. Towns, which have not been seen since the Roman Empire, also began to return and grow in parts of Europe.   Towns began to attract skilled and unskilled workers looking for employment (jobs). Many serfs and peasants ran away from manors to seek a better life in the towns.  If a serf could keep from being found by his or her master for a year and a day, the serf would be a free person. 

A positive result of the Crusades was that it opened the door for the mixture of ideas and goods into Europe, either through directly being brought back by the Crusaders, or indirectly through trade.

	Effects of the Crusades
· The paper making process advanced leading to an increase in the amount of writing. 

· The handkerchief was introduced to Europe.
· New literature was introduced such as “Sinbad the Sailor”, “Ali Baba and the Forty Thieves”, and “Aladdin”.
· New art like stained glass windows were introduced to Europe.
· Music instruments like the guitar and the violin were introduced to Europe.
· Mathematic advances such as Arabic numerals, decimals, trigonometry, algebra, sine and the tangent were introduced to Europe.

· Science such as physics, astronomy, and the telescope were introduced to Europeans.
· Herbs and spices like cinnamon, cloves, mace, nutmeg, saffron, and pepper were introduced.
· New foods like sugar cane, lemons, apricots, plums, dates, almonds and watermelons.

· Silk linen, cotton, and velvet were introduced.
· Town merchants benefited from increased trade and loaned money.
· Geographic knowledge increased through travel of Crusaders and new maps that were brought back.

· Ship building and new navigational inventions like the compass, were brought back to Europe.

These inventions will help Europe explore the world and discover new lands such as America.




Pick two changes or goods caused by the Crusades and explain how your life would be different if you never had these things. 
	Changes or Goods
	How your life would be different if you didn’t have it?

	
	

	
	


