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Geography & Geographic Features
I. Geography 

Geography is the science of place and space.  Geography asks where things are located on the surface of the earth, why they are located where they are, how places differ from one another, and how people interact with the environment, and why do people move from one place to another.  
II. Geographic Features
Topography is the study of the earth’s geographic features on the surface. Geographic features are natural features of a place in the world.  Geographical features are things such as landforms, bodies of water, mountains, deserts, and islands.  
ACTIVITY: How well do you know your geography?

DIRECTIONS: Using the map below, complete the following tasks:
· Identify and label the 7 CONTINENTS (#1-7) 
· Identify and label the 4 OCEANS (letters A-D)
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Name: ________________________________
___

Band: _______
Geography & Geographic Features
DIRECTIONS: Actively read about the different geographic features below. BOX the advantages and CIRCLE the disadvantages. Then, go around to each station and identify the picture associated with each feature it is and write it in the chart.  Then, fill in the template. 
	GEOGRAPHIC FEATURE

	Island

An island is a land mass surrounded by water. The water that surrounds an island acts as a natural barrier for protection against invasions.  Because the island is surrounded by water, storms have a disastrous effect on islands, such as flooding.  The water can also provide a good source of food and transportation.  Islands usually lack many natural resources, so people that live on islands must rely on trade in order to get the items they need. This becomes a big challenge, because most islands create a feeling of isolation. This means the people have little or no direct communication with others outside of the island. Due to this isolation, people that live on islands have very strong cultures, because they are not exposed or influenced by other cultures not like their own. 

	Mountain Ranges

Mountain ranges are a series of mountains that are connected together generally to form a long line of mountains. Mountain ranges have many natural resources. They are important sources of water, lumber and minerals. They also provide a natural barrier, which makes invasions difficult but not impossible. Mountain ranges also make transportation and trade very difficult.  Mountain ranges usually isolate people on one side of the ranges from the other side. This causes people to develop different cultures because the mountains prevent any sharing of ideas and beliefs between the two sides. 

	Desert

A desert is a barren (infertile) area of land where little precipitation (rain) occurs, which makes living conditions hostile (bad) for plant and animal life.  About one third of the land surface of the world is arid (dry) or semi-arid. Deserts are usually the least populated places on the planet.  Even though deserts are hostile places to live, people have struggled to live in deserts for thousands of years. Nomads (people that move from place to place) have moved their flocks and herds to wherever grazing (grass land) is available. In some deserts there are large oasis (small lakes inside a desert that provides fresh water) that have allowed a few people to live a more settled way of life. Due to the lack of water and high temperatures of a desert, trade and travel are extremely difficult. This means that people that live near or in a desert are quite isolated from other parts of the world. There is little communication or sharing of ideas and cultures with others. 

	Peninsula 

A peninsula is surrounded by water on 3 sides. The word peninsula is a Latin word that means "almost an island".  On a map, Peninsulas usually look like they stick out from a large land mass into large bodies of water. Because there is so much ocean or sea off the long coastline, the land of peninsulas usually had fertile soil and there would be good business for fishing and trade.  Although with the open coastline, the attacks on a peninsula country could be easily done.  An attack could come by land or sea, which makes it very hard to defend. Due to easy access to land and sea, people of peninsulas could travel and trade by land in any direction they please. This allows them to make contact with other countries and spread their culture and ideas to faraway places. Most great explorers were born or lived on peninsulas.  



All around the world, geography of places vary.  There are a variety of geographic features that make up countries.  Some geographic features are beneficial to inhabitants that live there, but for others, there are also disadvantages.


A few important geographic features around the world are peninsula, island, desert, and mountains, which have advantages and disadvantages.  The best country to live in is (state country you learned about that you think is the best to live) _______________________________.  This is because it is a/an (circle geographic feature that makes up this area) island/peninsula/mountain/desert, which means (define geographic feature you circled) __________

__________________________________________________________________________________.   One advantage to living in this region is ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________.  A second advantage is ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.  Even though there are disadvantages to living in a region that is a/an (circle one you chose above) island/peninsula/ mountain/ desert), for example (state a DISADVANTAGE to the geographic region you originally chose) _____________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________, it is still better to live in than a region, which has the geographic feature (circle a DIFFERENT geographic region that is NOT good to live in) island/peninsula/mountain/ desert because this geographic feature has negatives, such as (state TWO DISADVANTAGES to living in the geographic feature you just chose) _____________________________
____________________________________________________________________and _________________

________________________________________________________________________________________.
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