Geography of Africa

I. Geographic Context
Africa has been known as the “Dark Continent”, a land of mystery and the unknown.  It has been isolated for many years.  This is because of Africa’s geography.  The only thing that was known about Africa was the Sahara Desert, the world’s largest desert in North Africa. The Sahara Desert is larger than the whole United States.   It extends from the Red Sea in the east to the Atlantic Ocean in the west.  The desert is made up mostly of rock than sand.  Because the Sahara Desert is so large, it has been an obstacle (blockage) to travel between North Africa and Central Africa.  As a result, it has limited cultural diffusion (the exchange of ideas) between the heartland of Africa and the Mediterranean coastlands.  Another factor has also caused Africa to be isolated was its unbroken and irregular coastline in sub-Sahara Africa (below the Sahara Desert).  Due to an irregular coastline, there are few natural harbors for ships to anchor in for trading and exploration. It is also difficult for ships to sail northward along the west coast because the winds and ocean currents are always from the northeast.  Because of Africa’s complex geography, there are many different African groups.  They organize themselves to meet their political, economic, and social needs.  In the varied regions of Africa, climate and topography (landforms) influence how each community developed and lived. 
… Despite being the second-largest continent, Africa has the shortest coastline, much of which is too shallow to build major ports. Most of its big rivers—fast moving, dramatic, vertiginous [dizzying]—are not navigable. Add to that the tropical heat and propensity [tendency] for disease and food spoilage, and you have a compelling geographic explanation for African underdevelopment— surely not the only factor, but a significant one.…
— Fareed Zakaria, The Post-American World, W. W. Norton & Company, 2008
How does the geographic context of Africa affect the people who live there? ____________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
DIRECTIONS: With your group members, explore the geographic context of Africa. Then fill in the chart below. 
	GEOGRAPHIC REGION
	HOW DOES THE GEOGRAPHIC CONTEXT OF AFRICA AFFECT THE LIVES OF THOSE WHO LIVE THERE?


	RAINFOREST


	

	SAVANNA


	

	NORTH AFRICA


	

	SAHARA DESERT


	

	SAHEL


	


Name: ____________________________________________

Band: _____
HOMEWORK: EI RESPONSE – AFRICA’S GEOGRAPHY

DIRECTIONS: After learning about the geographic context of Africa write an enduring issue response using the EI, impact of the environment on humans. Be sure to explain and analyze how this affects the people of those who live there.

Impact of Environment on Humans: impact of natural physical barriers, impact of access to seas, impact of natural resources, impact of access to fertile soil, impact of physical geography, impact of natural disasters, impact of flooding, impact of earthquake destruction, impact of destruction by tsunamis, impact of efforts to mitigate (lessen/ease) natural disasters.  


An enduring issue is an issue that exists across time. It is one that many societies have attempted to address with varying degrees of success. One enduring issue is impact of environment on humans, which means ____

____________________________________________________________________________________________________. This enduring issue has been seen in Africa’s geography. One example of the enduring issue of impact of environment on humans can be seen in Africa’s geography is (example 1 & explanation) ________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

This enduring issue of impact of environment on humans affects African society in a positive/negative way because __________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

A second example of the enduring issue of impact of environment on humans can be seen in Africa’s geography is (example 2 & explanation) _________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

This enduring issue of impact of environment on humans affects African society in a positive/negative way because __________________________________________________________________________

	EXCELLENT (5)

· Clearly identifies and accurately defines an enduring issue.

· Evidence and examples presented pertain to task in great detail and support thesis and matches the E.I.
· Develops a thoughtful and in-depth argument about it impacts people or how they have been affected. 

· Is more analytical or descriptive
	GOOD (4.5-3.5)

· Identifies and defines an enduring issue.

· Evidence and examples presented pertain to task with sufficient detail, support thesis and matches the E.I.
· Develops an argument in some detail about how the E.I. affected people.

· Is more descriptive than analytical.


	SATISFACTORY (3-1)

· Identifies and accurately defines an enduring issue; may include minor inaccuracies or identifies, but does not define an enduring issue or definition is unclear.

· Evidence and examples are used, but there are minimal details and/or does not clearly support the E.I or position taken and/or there are some inaccuracies; and/or documents are primarily copied.

· Argument is not clearly explained on in depth about how the E.I. affected people.

· Lacks analysis; provides only description.


	UNSATISFACTORY (0)

· Fails to develop the task or may only refer to the issue in a general way; OR includes no relevant facts, examples, or details; OR includes only evidence copies from the documents; OR includes only entire documents copied; OR is illegible; OR is a blank paper.


_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

