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Islam 
I. Introduction
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Islam officially began with the teachings of a man named Muhammad, who was born in Mecca about the year 570 C.E. Muhammad loved to pray and meditate in the mountains. On one of those occasions, in the year 610 CE, when he was about 40 years old, he received a revelation or vision from God through the angel Jibril (Gabriel). He continued to receive messages from God throughout his life and he began preaching to others what he had learned. He preached all who believed in Allah are equal and that the rich should give to the poor.  At first, Muhammad attracted little attention.  When more people began to follow him, however, the members of Quraysh tribe became uneasy.  They feared that his teachings about one god would take worshippers away from the Ka’ba, the shrine that gave the tribe its power and wealth.  To stop Muhammad from influencing more people, they threatened to kill him.  

In 622, Muhammad fled to Medina (a city in Arabia).  His journey to Mecca to Media is called the Hegira (the departure).  The people of Medina accepted his ideas more than the people of Mecca.  As Muhammad gained more followers, he formed an army and marched on Mecca.  He forced people there to acknowledge Allah as their only God.  Muhammad made peace with the Quraysh by proclaiming the city of Mecca was sacred to Allah.  By 632, the year of Muhammad’s death, most of the people of Arabia had accepted the ideas of the Prophet.  His teachings came be to be called Islam and its followers, Muslims.  
What were the historical circumstances surrounding the spread of Islam by Muhammad? _______
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Directions: Actively read below about the religion of Islam; then evaluate how the beliefs affect the lives of those who follow it.

II. The Five Pillars
To be a good Muslim, all Muslims had to perform five basic duties known as the Five Pillars of Islam. 
1. Shahaddah-Declaration of Faith: The declaration of faith states, “There is no god, but God, Muhammad is the messenger of God.” Muslims believe that god has sent other prophets, including Abraham, Moses, and Jesus, but Muhammad is the greatest prophet.
2. Salat-Pray five times daily: After ritual washing, Muslims face the holy city of Mecca to pray. Prayers are performed at dawn, noon, mid-afternoon, sunset, and night.  A Muslim may pray almost anywhere, such as in fields, offices, factories, or universities. Although Muslims may pray anywhere, they often gather in houses of worship called mosques. Muslims pray by bowing several times while standing and then kneel and touch the ground or prayer mat with their foreheads, as a symbol of their reverence and submission to Allah.
3. Zakat-Give alms, or charity to the poor: Muslims believe that they are meant to share their wealth with those less-fortunate in their community of believers. They usually donate a fixed amount of money/income they make a year.
4. Sawm-Fast: Muslims fast from sunrise to sunset during the holy month of Ramadan, the month in which Mohammad received his first revelations from God. All Muslims fast from dawn until sundown (daylight hours), abstaining from food, drink, and sexual relations.  There are exceptions made for the sick, elderly, and pregnant. Although the fast is beneficial to health, it is regarded mainly as a method of spiritual self-purification (cleansing).  By cutting oneself off from worldly comforts, even for a short time, a fasting person gains true sympathy with those who go hungry, as well as growth in his or her spiritual life. 
5. Hajj, or pilgrimage to Mecca: If a Muslim is physically and finically (has the money) able to perform it, they make a trip to Mecca once in their lives.  Pilgrimage focuses on visiting the Kaaba and walking around it seven times. Pilgrimage occurs in the twelfth month of the Islamic Calendar.
What is the purpose of the Five Pillars? ______________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Name: ____________________________________


Band: ____

Directions: Using EVIDENCE from the document, answer the question below.

PERSPECTIVE:
DOCUMENT 1: The following are beliefs of Islam in the Quran:
Jesus was not crucified (Quran 4:157), but was raised to Heaven by Allah (4:158).
For salvation, achieve through good works. Thus personal righteousness [morality/ethics] must outweigh personal sin (Quran 23:101-103)

Hell is a place of torment and fire (Quran 25: 65, 104: 6-7).  In Islam, Hell is known as Jahannam.  It has several levels and a person may not necessarily spend eternity there.
According to the Quran, what is the Muslim perspective on Jesus, salvation, and Hell? 

____
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__________________________________

DOCUMENT 2: The following are beliefs of Christianity in the Bible:
“…For our [Christians] sake he [Jesus] was crucified…he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again…he ascended into heaven…” (Nicene Creed)

Salvation comes by grace through faith in Jesus Christ. (Ephesians 2:8-9)

Hell is a place of everlasting punishment for the unrighteous [sinful] (Matthew 25:46).  There is no cross over between Heaven and Hell.

According to the Bible, what is the Christian perspective on Jesus, salvation, and Hell? 

____














____














____








__________________________________









__________________________________

COMPARISON:

Using evidence from both documents 1 and 2, explain a similarity or difference regarding ideas about the treatment of people in society as expressed in documents 1 and 2. 

	SCORE OF 1:
	SCORE OF 0:

	Explains a similarity or a difference regarding the ideas about the treatment of people in society using both documents.
	· Only identified and does not explain.

· Did not use evidence relate to information in both documents.

· Provided incorrect information.

· Did not answer the question (no response).


