Japanese Feudalism 
I. Introduction

In the Middle Ages, the main government in Japan, led by the Japanese emperor and the daimyos (or local lords), began to lose power.  The daimyos became more interested in money and luxury than being good leaders.  As a result, conflicts increased and people started seeking protection.  The power of the emperor and the daimyo decreased.  Just like in Europe during this time, a political system of feudalism started – the power was spread out amongst many powerful leaders (decentralized government). These leaders started exchanging land for protection, loyalty and labor. 
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II. Comparison: Feudalism in Japan and Europe
…In both western Europe and Japan, feudalism was highly militaristic, Both the medieval West and Japan went through long centuries of unusually frequent and bitter internal warfare, based in large part on feudal loyalties and rivalries. Although this warfare was more confined (limited) to the warrior-landlord class in Europe than in Japan, in both instances feudalism summed up a host of elite military virtues (qualities) that long impeded (delayed/blocked) the development of more stable centralized government. These values included physical courage, personal or family alliances, loyalty, ritualized combat, and often contempt (dislike) for non-warrior groups such as peasants and merchants. 

- Peter Stearns, World Civilizations: The Global Experience
Japanese feudalism was based on the ideas of the Chinese philosopher Confucius.  Confucius stressed morality and filial piety, or respect for elders and other superiors. In Japan, it was the moral duty of the daimyo and samurai to protect the peasants and villagers in their region. In return, the peasants and villagers were duty-bound to honor the warriors and pay taxes to them.  European feudalism was based instead on Roman imperial (royal) laws and customs, supplemented by Germanic traditions and supported by the authority of the Catholic Church. The relationship between a lord and his vassals was seen as contractual (made promises); lords offered payment and protection (provided knights), in return for which people who were given land offered complete loyalty and peasants offered food and services. - Kallie Szczepanski 

According to Peter Stearns, Kallie Szczepanski, and the diagram, identify the similarities and differences between Japanese feudalism and European feudalism.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
DRIECTIONS: Actively read the document.  Answer the questions that follow.
“… “Thirdly, the farmer’s toil is proverbial (famous) -from the first grain to all his hard labor. 
He selects the  seed  from last  fall’s  crop,  and undergoes  various hardships  and  worries  through  the heat  of  the  summer  until  the  seed  grows  finally  to  a  rice  plant.  It is  harvested  and  husked  and  then  offered  to  the  landlord.  The  rice  then  becomes  nourishment  for all the people.  Truly,  the  hundred acts of  labor  from last  fall  to  this  fall are like so many  tears of blood. Thus, it is a wise  man  who,  while  sharing  of  his  meal,  appreciates  the  hundred  acts  of  labor  of  the  people.  Fourthly,  the  artisan’s  occupation  is  to  make  and  prepare  wares  and  utensils  for  the  use  of others. Fifthly, the merchant facilitates the exchange of goods  

so that the people can cover their  nakedness  and  keep  their  bodies  warm.  As  the  people  produce  clothing,  food  and  housing,  which are called the ‘three treasures’, they deserve our every sympathy.”  
Source: [From Korō shodan, in Dai‑Nihon shiryō, Part 12, Vol. 24, pp. 546‑549]

1. Based on Koro Shodan, what is his point of view of which social class should be most respected? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Based on Koro Shodan, why does he feel this social class “deserves our every sympathy”? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

