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Leonardo Da Vinci—“Renaissance Man”
DIRECTIONS: Actively read the information below about Leonardo Da Vinci. Label where you see the following enduring issues this best associates with is (check all that apply

· CHANGE (CH)

· CONFLICT (CON)
· POWER (P)

· TECHNOLOGY (T)

Then complete the activities that follow.
In the Middle Ages, the perfect gentleman was a chivalrous knight who distinguished himself by his prowess on the battlefield. They also focused on mastering only one subject. This changed in the Renaissance.   Writers introduced the idea that all educated people were expected to create art.  In fact, the ideal individual strove to master almost every area of study.  A man who excelled in many fields was praised as “universal man”.  Later ages, called such people “Renaissance men”.  
Leonardo da Vinci was a painter, architect, inventor, and student of all things scientific. His natural genius crossed so many disciplines that he exemplified the term “Renaissance man.” Today he remains best known for his art, including two paintings that remain among the world’s most famous and admired, Mona Lisa and The Last Supper. Art, da Vinci believed, was unquestionably connected with science and nature. Largely self-educated, he filled dozens of secret notebooks with inventions, observations and theories about pursuits from aeronautics to anatomy. But the rest of the world was just beginning to share knowledge in books made with moveable type, and the concepts expressed in his notebooks were often difficult to interpret. As a result, though he was praised in his time as a great artist, his contemporaries often did not fully appreciate his genius—the combination of intellect and imagination that allowed him to create, at least on paper, such inventions as the bicycle, the helicopter and an airplane based on the physiology and flying capability of a bat.
I’ve noticed that creativity comes from connecting art to science. To be really creative, you have to be interested in all sorts of different disciplines (areas of study) rather than be a specialist (concentrate and be good at one subject).  The ultimate example of that is Leonardo da Vinci, who is interested in everything that could possibly be known about the universe, including how we fit into it. That made him a joyous character to write about.  In his notebooks, we see such questions as, describe the tongue of the woodpecker. Why do people yawn? Why is the sky blue? He is passionately curious about everyday phenomenon that most of us quit questioning once we get out of our wonder years and become a bit jaded.  Being curious about everything and curious just for curiosity’s sake, not simply because it’s useful, is the defining trait of Leonardo. It’s how he pushed himself and taught himself to be a genius. We’ll never emulate (follow/rival/outdo) Einstein’s mathematical ability. But we can all try to learn from, and copy, Leonardo’s curiosity. –Walter Issacson  
According to Issacson, what is his perspective on Leonardo da Vinci as a Renaissance man? _______________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Go to 9thgradeglobal.weebly.com under the Semester 2 project tab and watch the Leonardo da Vinci video (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_uhMiXmN9Dk).  Take notes about the designs and inventions da Vinci created.  Then explain how his contributions impacted people, places, and societies.


How did Leonardo da Vinci’s contributions impact people, places, and societies (including present day) MINIMUM OF 7 SENTENCES? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The enduring issue this best associates with is (check all that apply):

· CHANGE
· CONFLICT
· POWER
· TECHNOLOGY 

Notes: 








