European Feudalism: Medieval Knight— Code of Chivalry
I. Introduction

For feudal nobles, warfare (fighting) was a way of life.  Rival lords battled constantly for power.  Many nobles trained from boyhood for a future occupation as a knight.  At the age of seven, sons of nobles were sent away to the castle of his father’s lord.  There, he learned to ride and fight.  He also learned to keep his armor and weapons in good conditions.  Training was difficult and discipline was strict.  After training, a boy was ready to become a knight.  A knight pledged (promised) to serve his lord or king in military service.  In exchange, the knight would receive loot from battles, his own estate (land), and a position in the king’s court (give advice).     

II. DOCUMENT 1: The Code of Chivalry 
Europe in the Middle Ages was a dangerous place. Invasions from Muslims, Mongols, and other tribal groups were common. War between lords was common. The value of protection and warriors created a social code called Chivalry. Knights fought for lords and ladies and lived by a gentleman-warrior code of Chivalry. 

According to the document, what is the purpose of the code of Chivalry for knights?  _____________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
III. COMPARISON – Using document 1 above and document 2 below, identify and explain a similarity OR difference.
DOCUMENT 2: The following is the  Code of Conduct for the U.S. service members, which was introduced by President Eisenhower in 1955. 
The six articles outline the obligations and responsibilities of U.S. service members in harm's way.

ARTICLE I: 
I am an American, fighting in the forces which guard my country and our way of life. I am prepared to give my life in their defense. 

ARTICLE II: 
I will never surrender (give up) of my own free will. If in command, I will never surrender the members of my command while they still have the means to resist. 

ARTICLE III: 
If I am captured I will continue to resist by all means available. I will make every effort to escape and to aid (help) others to escape. I will accept neither parole (give into their conditions) nor special favors from the enemy. 

ARTICLE IV: 
If I become a prisoner of war, I will keep faith with my fellow prisoners. I will give no information nor take part in any action which might be harmful to my comrades (fellow service members). If I am senior, I will take command. If not, I will obey lawful orders of those appointed over me and will back them in every way. 

ARTICLE V: 
When questioned, should I become a prisoner of war, I am required to give name, rank, service number, and date of birth. I will evade answering further questions to the utmost of my ability. I will make no oral or written statements disloyal to my country or its allies or harmful to their cause. 

ARTICLE VI: 
I will never forget that I am an American, fighting for freedom, responsible for my actions, and dedicated to the principles which made my country free. I will trust in my God and in the United States of America. 

Identify and explain a similarity or difference regarding the Codes of Conduct as expressed in documents 1 and 2. Be sure to evidence from both documents 1 and 2 in your response. ________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Code of Chivalry:





Thou shalt believe that the Church teaches, and shalt observe all of its directions.





Thou shalt defend the Church





Thou shalt respect all weaknesses, and shalt constitute (establish) thyself the defender of them.





Thou shalt love the country in which thou wast [was] born.





Thou shalt not recoil (be fearful) before thine enemy. 





Thou shalt make war against the Infidel (a non-believer or someone who has a different religion) without cessation, and without mercy.    (Show no mercy to the infidel a person who does not believe in religion or who adheres to a religion other than one's own. Do not hesitate to make war with them).





Thou shalt perform scrupulously (carefully) thy feudal duties, if they be not contrary (different) to the laws of God. 





Thou shalt never lie, and shall remain faithful to thy pledged word.





Thou shalt be generous, and give largess (generosity) to everyone. 





Thou shalt be everywhere and always the champion of the Right and the Good against Injustice and Evil.





Source: � HYPERLINK "http://www.the-dogs-of-war.com/Crusades1.jpg" �http://www.the-dogs-of-war.com/Crusades1.jpg�











