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Medieval Times v. Renaissance Thought
DIRECTIONS: Read the how the ways of thinking changed from the Middle Ages to the Renaissance.  Highlight/underline important words/phrases.  Then fill in the graphic organizer.

In Europe, people began to reject the values of society in the Middle Ages and a new period began.  This period was called the Renaissance, meaning “rebirth.”  The Renaissance was a rebirth of rational thinking, science, and culture, elevating these things to levels they had not achieved since the time of the Roman Empire.  This differed from the Middle Ages, which stressed religion.  Religion dominated all parts of life in the Middle Ages.  Religion was found in literature, art, as well as politics (government).  During the late Middle Ages, people in Europe suffered greatly, both from the Black Death and from wars.  Those who survived these terrible events wanted to enjoy life.  So they questioned the Roman Catholic Church (RCC), which taught that people should suffer in order to get to heaven.  The RCC couldn’t provide protection or guidance and as a result, people started focusing on secular, or non-religious matters.  This was known as secularism.  Another philosophy (way of thinking) of the Renaissance was humanism, which means the belief that man, not God or the Church, is the most important thing in the world.  Everything that concerned man and his life on earth (not God and the afterlife) became important.  Humanism involved literally thinking about the ideas and interests of humans/individuals.  This was not a new idea, but had been explored by the Greeks and Romans a long time before.  In fact, people of the Renaissance became fascinated with many Greek and Roman ideas, including sculpture, philosophy, painting and science.  Literature in the Renaissance covered a wide variety of subjects and focused on the individual, as well art rather than in Middle Ages, where the Bible was most important; there was no investigation, discovery, and curiosity. 

Besides the arts, marriage, family, women, and politics changed as well.  In the Middle Ages, the Church was supreme over the state, meaning the RCC was more important than political leaders.  However, in the Renaissance, new monarchs (kings and queens) controlled the nation over churched.  For marriages in the Middle Ages were arranged for economic reasons and manners shaped men to please women. Divorce between a husband and wife did not exist as well.  However, during the Renaissance, marriages were based on romance and love rather than economic circumstances and women were pleasing to the man.  Divorce during the Renaissance was not widely accepted, but allowed in certain cases, such adultery (cheating, being unfaithful).   The women of the Renaissance, like women of the Middle Ages, were denied all political rights and considered legally subject to their husbands. Women of all classes were expected to perform, first and foremost, the duties of housewife. Peasant women worked in the field alongside their husbands and ran the home. The wives of middle class shop owners and merchants often helped run their husbands' businesses as well. Even women of the highest class, though attended by servants, most often engaged in the tasks of the household, sewing, cooking, and entertaining, among others. Women who did not marry were not permitted to live independently. Instead, they lived in the households of their male relatives or, more often, joined a convent.  Some wealthier women were able to achieve some success and fame. 
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	Ways of Thinking:
*USE NEW KEY WORDS LEARNED!*
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OPINON: Would you rather live in the Medieval time period or the Renaissance.  EXPLAIN your answer.  















____














____














____














____














____














____














____














____
