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Medieval vs. Renaissance Perspectives
DIRECTIONS: Actively read the perspectives of the Middle Ages and Renaissance. Label where you see the following enduring issues this best associates with is (check all that apply):

· CHANGE (CH)

· CONFLICT (CON)

· POWER (P)

· TECHNOLOGY (T)

Then complete the tasks that follow.
In Europe, people began to reject the values of society in the Middle Ages and a new period began.  This period was called the Renaissance, meaning “rebirth.”  The Renaissance was a rebirth of rational thinking, science, and culture, elevating these things to levels they had not achieved since the time of the Roman Empire.  This differed from the Middle Ages, which stressed religion.  Religion dominated all parts of life in the Middle Ages.  Religion was found in literature, art, as well as politics (government).  During the late Middle Ages, people in Europe suffered greatly, both from the Black Death and from wars.  Those who survived these terrible events wanted to enjoy life.  So they questioned the Roman Catholic Church (RCC), which taught that people should suffer in order to get to heaven.  
The RCC couldn’t provide protection or guidance and as a result, people started focusing on secular or non-religious matters.  This was known as secularism. The new economic and political opportunities opening up for Western Europe encouraged more people to take an interest in this world.  During the Renaissance people saw life on Earth as worth living for its own sake, not just as an ordeal to endure before going to heaven.  The art of the period in particular exhibited this secular spirit, showing detailed and accurate scenery, anatomy, and nature.   Medieval artists generally ignored such realistic aspects in their paintings which focused only on the glory of God.  This is not to say that Renaissance people had lost faith in God.  Religion was still the most popular theme for paintings during the Renaissance, but people were finding other things worth living for.  Another philosophy (way of thinking) of the Renaissance was humanism, which means the belief that man, not God or the Church, is the most important thing in the world.  Everything that concerned man and his life on earth (not God and the afterlife) became important.  Humanism involved literally thinking about the ideas and interests of humans/individuals.  This was not a new idea, but had been explored by the Greeks and Romans a long time before.  In fact, people of the Renaissance became fascinated with many Greek and Roman ideas, including sculpture, philosophy, painting and science.  Literature in the Renaissance covered a wide variety of subjects and focused on the individual, as well art rather than in Middle Ages, where the Bible was most important; there was no investigation, discovery, and curiosity. 
Explain the historical circumstances that led to the Renaissance. ____________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
. . . In the Middle Ages to praise man was to praise God, for man was a creation of God. But Renaissance writers praised man himself as a creator. They played down the sinfulness he was born with and emphasized (highlighted/praised) his ability to think and act for himself, to produce works of art, to guide the destiny of others. They freed man from his pegged(stricken) place in the medieval hierarchy, halfway between matter and spirit, and allowed him to roam at will, through all the levels of being, sometimes identifying himself with the brutes, sometimes with the angels. He was seen as the ruler of nature—the lord, although not the Lord, of creation. This new vision of man sprang from a heightened awareness of self. Medieval men had been preoccupied with searching their souls, but Renaissance men were much more intrigued with exploring, and indeed parading, their own personalities. Source: John R. Hale, Great Ages of Man: A History of the World’s Cultures: Renaissance, Time-Life, 1965

Comparison: Identify & explain a MINIMUM OF THREE differences between the Medieval period and the Renaissance.
	The Medieval Time Period
	The Renaissance 

	
	


The enduring issue this best associates with is (check all that apply):

· CHANGE

· CONFLICT

· POWER

· TECHNOLOGY 

