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Peter the Great
I. Historic Context/Circumstances
In the 1600s, Russia was isolated from Western Europe.  Russia was not influenced by the Renaissance and Reformation and was still a medieval state.  Russia went through a period of disorder and foreign invasions.  It was not until the late 1600s that Russia returned to an orderly state.  In 1682, a new czar (leader) came to absolute power in Russia.  Peter was just ten years old when he became the czar of Russia.  He did not take control of the government until 1689.  Peter was not well educated, but was very curious.  Peter spent hours in the “German quarter”, the Moscow suburb where many Dutch, Scottish, English, and other foreign crafts people and soldiers lived.  There, Peter heard of the advanced technology that was helping Western European monarchs build powerful empires.  Peter’s goal as czar was to westernize, which means to adopt western ideas, technology, and culture, Russia. 

DIRECTIONS: Actively read through the stations posted around the room.  With your group members, evaluate the actions taken by Peter the Great and decide how the enduring issue of POWER is present in this document as well as how this issue has affected people, places, and/or societies.
POWER – the ability to influence or control the behavior or people.  It is part of every human interaction.  Power can take the form of social hierarchies (unequal power), governments (relationship to ruler and those who are ruled), etc.
CHANGE- the act or instant of making something/someone become different; transform.  Change can take on a new form socially, politically, and/or economically. 
	PETER THE GREAT

 ACTIONS
	E.I. Does this document show POWER or CHANGE?
	EVIDENCE

How is the enduring issue of POWER/CHANGE presented in this document?
	ANALYSIS

How has this enduring issue of power/change affected people, places, and/or societies? EXPLAIN.
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Name: _________________________________________

Band: _____

HW: SHORT CONSTRUCTED RESPONSE QUESTIONS

DIRECTIONS: Actively read the document below, then answer the questions that follow.
… How great an effect did Peter have upon Russia? When he came to the throne, Russia was an insignificant (unimportant) state. He made it into a great power feared by all. At his accession [assumption of the throne] Russia had no armed forces except for the inefficient (ineffective/useless) and untrustworthy Streltsy [hereditary military units].  When he died, there was a professional army of 210,000 men. He created a navy out of nothing, leaving behind him a fleet of forty-eight ships-of-the-line and many smaller vessels.…Peter signally [noticeably] failed to create the large, thriving middle class that Russia needed. In spite of the most strenuous efforts, Russia’s commerce and industry remained dependent upon the Tsar (ruler-Peter), so that when he died, there were not enough wealthy, far-sighted traders and industrialists to develop what he had begun. This lack of private initiative and enterprise was to remain one of Russia’s greatest social weaknesses until the Communist Revolution of 1917.…
Source: Michael Gibson, Peter the Great, Wayland Publishers
1. Based on this excerpt from Michael Gibson, identify his point of view of Peter the Great as tsar of Russia.
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	SCORE OF 1:
	SCORE OF 0:

	· Identifies the author’s perspective.

· Explains the author’s perspective using evidence from the document.


	· Did not explain or use evidence related to information in the document.

· Provided incorrect information.

· Did not answer the question (no response).


