Topography
	Topography is the study of the earth’s features (in other words, the stuff that’s on top of the earth.)  The top of Japan is mostly covered by mountains, making it almost impossible to live on.  The other 25% of Japan’s land is made up of plains, where it is easy to farm or build cities.  However, only 11% of Japan’s land is arable (farmable), so not very much food can be grown there.  As a result, Japanese use terrace farming techniques. This method of farming uses "steps" that are built into the side of a mountain or hill. On each level, crops (particularly rice in Japan) are planted. When it rains, instead of washing away all of the nutrients in the soil, the nutrients are carried down to the next level. T
In addition to a lack of food, Japan has very few natural resources.  Because of this, it has to import most of its resources (get it from other nations).  Japan imports important resources, such as wheat, iron and petroleum (oil).


[image: image1.wmf]
[image: image2.png]



Climate

	The climate (weather) in Japan is more than just the daily temperature.  Every time the seasons change in Japan, they are celebrated with different seasonal foods, festivals and traditions.  The climate in Japan is an important part in people’s everyday lives.  In Japan, there are four different seasons, very much like in the Eastern part of the United States (where you live now).  

Some of Japan’s festivals include the “Yuki Matsuri,” or Snow Festival, where huge ice sculptures are created and displayed throughout the city.  Springtime offers the “Sakura,” or Cherry Blossom Festival, and all of Japan celebrates the coming of Spring under the cherry blossom trees.
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Earthquakes
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Tsunamis 
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Population Density- How many people live in a specific area





























































































































































Japan sits directly on top of an area known as the “ring of fire.”  More than half of the earth’s earthquakes happen in this area.  Japan experiences about 30 earthquakes a day, those most of them are too small to feel.  One of the worst earthquakes in Japanese history was the Great Hanshin Earthquake of 1992, which killed an estimated 6,434 people and caused about $200 billion in damage.  Since Japan is hit with many earthquakes, the Japanese have taken measures to reduce the destruction that earthquakes cause.








Tsunamis are giant waves of water that happen as a result of moving tectonic plates (the enormous plates that are sitting on top of the earth’s surface).  A tsunami that hit Japan in 1896 made a tidal wave that was over 80 feet high!  This tsunami resulted in the death of over 20,000 Japanese people. On March 11, 2011, Japan was hit with a deadly duo of an earthquake and tsunami together. The earthquake was an 8.9 magnitude earthquake, which was the strongest ever recorded in Japan. The tsunami that resulted from the earthquake sent walls of water washing over coastal cities in the north.  The total casualties (deaths) from this natural disaster were 16,000.








The island of Japan is a little smaller than the state of California. With a population of 127 million, Japan is three times more densely populated than Europe as a whole and twelve times more densely populated than the United States. The population has more than tripled since 1872, when it stood at 35 million.


Japan had an average of 327 persons per square mile in 1990, high compared with China with 119 per sq. mile or the United States with 27 per sq. mile, but lower than in some other Asian countries, such as the Republic of Korea (South Korea), which had 432 people per sq. mile. 











