The Byzantine Empire
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I. Introduction

When the Roman Empire was losing power, Emperor Diocletian decided to divide the empire in half.  He thought it would be easier to rule.  The western half was called the Western Roman Empire and the eastern half became known as the Byzantine Empire.  By 500 A.D. the Western Roman Empire would be conquered and fall.  The Byzantine Empire on the other hand would last another 1,000 years.  The Roman emperor, Constantine, decided to create a new capital for the Byzantine Empire, named after himself, called Constantinople.
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DIRECTIONS: As you read about the location of the Byzantine Empire and its capital, Constantinople, highlight/underline the benefits of its geographic location.  Then, fill in the template below.
II. Geography 

The Byzantine Empire and its capital, Constantinople, had a great location.   Constantinople was a peninsula, which is land surrounded by water on three sides. Constantine chose this location because it was right between the Black Sea and the entrance to the Mediterranean Sea.  Because of this, most trade between Asia, Europe, and North Africa had to pass through the Byzantine Empire.  If traders passed through, they had to pay taxes to the Byzantine Empire.  As a result, the Byzantine Empire became very wealthy.  The Black Sea and the Mediterranean Sea also helped defend the empire from invaders because it is harder to invade a country by sea than by land.  

The capital of the Byzantine Empire is _____________________________.  Constantinople is a (state geographic feature) _________________________, which is (describe its geographic feature) ______

____________________________________________________.  Constantinople was located by two seas, the ____________________________ and _______________________________.  Constantinople had a great location/bad location (circle one) because it benefitted militarily/did not benefit militarily (circle one) because ________________________________________________________________.  Constantinople also had a great location/bad location (circle one) because it benefitted economically/did not benefit economically (circle one) because ____________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________.
III. Preserving Roman Traditions

DIRECTIONS: Analyze the photos below and read the about structures built in the Byzantine Empire and its use.  Using the template, explain how Roman culture existed in Constantinople.  
[image: image3.jpg]AR



[image: image4.jpg]480 000 polys:




[image: image5.png]



[image: image6.jpg]



The Hippodrome of Constantinople was a horse-racing track that was the sporting and social center of Constantinople, capital of the Byzantine Empire and the largest city in Europe. Watching horse racing and chariot racing was very popular in the ancient world and hippodromes were common features of Greek cities in the Hellenistic, Roman and Byzantine eras.


The Byzantine Empire kept Roman traditions alive.  The Hippodrome in Constantinople is similar to that of the Coliseum in Rome because (explain structure) ___________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ and (explain purpose of both) ___________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________. 
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The Hagia Sophia in Constantinople was a place of Church of Holy Wisdom for Orthodox Christians.  The inside was decorated with mosaics and marble pillars and coverings.  

The Byzantine Empire kept Roman traditions alive.  The Hagia Sophia in Constantinople is similar to that of the Pantheon in Rome because (explain structure) ___________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ and (explain purpose of both) ___________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________. 

	Roman: The Twelve Tables
	Byzantine: Justinian Code

	Romans began to write down many old laws, to make sure everyone understood them.  They were organized into 12 sections that dealt with property, crime, family, theft and inheritance. 
	To control a complex society, Emperor Justinian had  legal experts look through 400 years of Roman law and legal opinions. Some of those laws had become outdated and some repeated themselves, which were not used.  The other laws were organized into laws known as the Justinian Code. 



	 Sample of Laws From the Twelve Tables:

1. No one may be forcibly removed from his own house.
2. No one must suffer a penalty because of what he thinks.
	Sample of Laws from Justinian Code:

1. No one may be forcibly removed from his own house.

2. No one must suffer a penalty because of what he thinks.


The Byzantine Empire kept Roman traditions alive.  The Justinian Code in the Byzantine Empire is similar to that of the Twelve Tables in Rome because (explain purpose of both) _____________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________. This shows that the Byzantine Empire was influenced by the Romans because __________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________.
Regents Questions:
1. Which region had the greatest influence on the historical and cultural development of the Byzantine Empire? 

1. Mesoamerica

2. India

3. Rome

4. Egypt 

2. The Twelve Tables of Rome, and the Justinian Code of the Byzantine Empire were similar in that they

1. provided a basis for behavior for medieval knights and Japanese samurai 
2. are legal systems developed to create order for the society 
3. are documents that maintained the position of the upper classes 
4. became examples of religious doctrine for other societies

3. Which historic figure is correctly paired with the empire he ruled?

1. Charlemagne -- Spanish Empire

2. Peter the Great -- Ottoman Empire

3. Justinian -- Byzantine Empire

4. Sulieman the Magnificent -- Russian Empire

4. Base your answer on the accompanying graphic organizer and on your knowledge of social studies. 

Which title best completes this graphic organizer?
1. Arab Accomplishments
2. Achievements of Meso-American Civilizations
3. Russian Law and Architecture
4. Byzantine Achievements
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