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The Code of Hammurabi

I. Introduction 

Hammurabi (Ha-moo-rah-bee) was the first king of Babylonian Empire, which controlled all of Mesopotamia.  King Hammurabi lived about three thousand years ago.  He was a ruler who wanted to be strict and fair with his people, so he wrote down a list of 282 laws.  It was the first time in history that somebody wrote down a list of laws.  This list is called the Code of Hammurabi.  The Code of Hammurabi was engraved (written) in stone and copies of the law were placed all around the kingdom of Mesopotamia.

II. Code of Hammurabi

Below are some of the laws in Hammurabi’s Code.  


Q1. What is the purpose of the author, Hammurabi, to create this document? __________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
DIRECTIONS: Actively read through the following scenarios and find the evidence that reflects the ideas of Hammurabi’s Code. Then, from your PERSPECTIVE decide how the law should punish wrongdoers.  Then, according to Hammurabi’s PERSPECTIVE decide how the law should punish wrongdoers.  
1. John and his parents have a fight.  Things get out of hand and John ends up hitting his father in the eye and giving him a big black eye. 
From your perspective, how should John be punished? ___________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
According to Hammurabi’s perspective, how should John be punished? _______________________
________________________________________________________________________________
2. Your friend, Mr. Smith, builds a house for you.  After he builds the house, you move in with your family.  While you are away on a business trip, your house collapses and kills your family.  
From your perspective, how should Mr. Smith be punished? ________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
According to Hammurabi’s perspective, how should Mr. Smith be punished? __________________

________________________________________________________________________________
3. You need an operation and Dr. Jones, your family doctor, is happy to do it.  But something happens on the operating table and Dr. Jones kills you.  

From your perspective, how should Dr. Jones be punished? ________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________
According to Hammurabi’s perspective, how should Dr. Jones be punished? ___________________

________________________________________________________________________________
Regents Questions:

· Actively read question
· Actively read answer choices 

· Eliminate answer choices that do not connect to the question

· Circle correct answer choice

1. The code of Hammurabi is an example of

1. written rules for legal procedures 

2.  the power of strong kings to control trade 

3.  regulations on the way to conduct wars against neighboring nations 

4. the power of a legislature to veto laws passed by absolute monarchs

2. The Code of Hammurabi was a major contribution to the development of civilization because it

1. treated citizens and slaves equally 

2. ended all physical punishment 

3. recorded existing laws for all to see 

4. rejected the principle of filial piety

3. Hammurabi's code of laws promoted the idea that

1. worship of leaders will maintain the power of an empire 

2. an informed citizenry will help maintain peace and prosperity 

3. equality of the people is the most important goal of government 

4. harsh punishments for crimes will lead to a more orderly society

4. . . . "If a man has knocked out the teeth of a man of the same rank, his own teeth shall be knocked out. If he has knocked out the teeth of a plebeian (commoner), he shall pay one-third of a mina of silver.". . . 

-Code of Hammurabi

Which statement is supported by this excerpt from Hammurabi's code of laws?

1. All men are equal under the law. 
2. Fines are preferable to physical punishment. 
3. Law sometimes distinguishes between social classes. 
4. Violence must always be punished with violence.
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#1 – If a man accuses someone of a crime that is punishable by death and cannot prove it, then that man will be executed. 


#22 – If a man robs someone’s house and is caught, he will be put to death.


#25 - If a fire breaks out in a house, and someone comes to put out the fire and steals something from that house, then he will be thrown in the same fire.


# 195 – If a son hits his father, his fingers will be cut off.


# 196 – If a man destroys the eye of another man, they will destroy his eye in return.


#200 – If a man knocks out a tooth of a man of his own social class, they will knock out his tooth.


#282- If a man hires another man to build a house for a man, and the house built is of a low quality, and the house collapses, then the builder will be put to death. 








