The Corruption of the Roman Catholic Church

[image: image1.jpg]



I. Introduction

During the Renaissance in Europe, many people were questioning everything around them.  They were asking why the world worked the way it did and what made people act in certain ways.  They questioned old customs, their government, and especially, their religion.  During this time, the biggest and most powerful church in Western Europe was the Roman Catholic Church.  The head of the Roman Catholic Church (RCC) was the pope, who was in charge of a larger network of small churches.  In those smaller churches, the priests represented the RCC.  People looked at the church, its priests, and its leaders and realized they were corrupt (dishonest and crooked) from the Pope, who was in charge of the entire institution, to the local priests. 

II. Short Answer Document 

DIRECTIONS: Actively read the document below describing the Roman Catholic Church in Western Europe in the 16th century.  Then answer the questions below.

By the beginning of the 16th century, the medieval Church and all that it represented, entered a period of profound crisis. By this time, the Church was nearly fifteen centuries old. Throughout its history the Church always had to confront problems both within its organization and from without. But by 1500, these problems rose to the surface and the Church would shake at its very foundation. . . . 

A second problem of the period concerned the merchants, bankers and artisans of Europe’s largest cities and towns who resented the fact that local bishops of the Church controlled all of their commercial and economic activities. Although capitalism (when how many products are made and how much they cost is determined by the owner of the company; it is not controlled by the government or other institutions) as a form of economic organization had not yet infiltrated (entered) Europe, these producers and money-makers knew that more money and power was theirs if only their lives were less regulated (controlled) by the Church. 

Again, I think what we are witnessing here is the development of a secular concept of work and acquisition. Yet another problem facing the Church was that in the 16th century there were numerous reformers who were openly criticizing the Church for its numerous offenses. Priests married and then took mistresses, holy offices were bought and sold for the highest price, incompetence among the clergy became the rule, the congregation of more and more people in towns and cities perhaps exposed the amorality (sinfulness) and immorality of the clergy. In a word, the problem was corruption. . . . 
-Steven Kreis, The History Guide, “Lectures on Early Modern European History,” Revised August 4, 2009

1. What is the author’s purpose of writing this document? 





































2. According to Steven Kreis, what were the historical circumstances surrounding Western Europe and the Roman Catholic Church in 16th century? 














































































































































































III. Corruption of the Roman Catholic Church


During the Renaissance, many Popes became less concerned with leading pure lives and more concerned with money, power, and luxury.  For example, even though popes are not supposed to engage in sexual conduct, Pope Alexander VI (6th) had three children with his mistress.  When his children became teenagers, Pope Alexander VI gave them very high positions in the Church and Italian government—his 17 year old son became an Archbishop and another son was made duke (a very powerful noble) in Italy.  This is known as nepotism, which means giving job positions because they are family not because they are qualified for the job.   Pope Alexander VI also enjoyed life in the Vatican (the place where the Pope lives).  He threw parties and plays, while Rome experienced violence, crime, and invasions.  

A second religious leader that was corrupt was Pope Julius II (2nd).  He was known as the “Warrior Pope” and was very ambitious.  He was not only interested in ruling the RCC, but also wanted to expand his power and conqueror other lands.  He fought many wars during his time as leader of the church.  Like Pope Alexander VI and other popes, he had a mistress and many children.  However, Pope Julius II was most famous for his spending.  He spent millions of dollar improving the city of Rome and supported the arts more than any other Pope ever had.  In 1506, he started the construction of one of the biggest Catholic churches ever built, St. Peter’s Basilica.  


Another pope who was considered to be corrupt was Pope Leo X (10th), who became famous for his sale of indulgences. Indulgences were letters of forgiveness provided by the RCC in exchange for money.  If somebody wanted to buy forgiveness for their sins, they could go to their local priests and “donate” to the church.  This person would then receive a letter stating all their sins were forgiven and they would be pure and innocent.  Many people did this because in the Catholic religion, if they died and their sins were not forgiven, a person would go purgatory, a place between Heaven and Hell.  A person could only go to Heaven if their sins were forgiven.  

NAME: _______________________________________

BAND: ______

ENDURING ISSUE RESPONSE 

The enduring issue that is present in the corruption of the RCC is POWER.

POWER- unfair distribution of power (power isn’t equal); relationship to ruler and those who are ruled.

Throughout history there has been a continuous issue between groups of people, regions and societies.  One enduring issue seen in Western European society is power, which means ______________________________

___________________________________________________________________.   During the Middle Ages in Western European, power was once held in the Roman Catholic Church, which possessed all the control over how the people operated and thought.  The Roman Catholic Church showed power by (explain corruption of the RCC from what you learned today) 





_________





_________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.  In addition, the Church was also corrupt and showed its power by (provide OUTSIDE INFORMATION- ex: explain other ways the RCC showed its power in the Middle Ages—powers pope had, the crusades, etc.)___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. These actions by the RCC impacted people in a positive/negative way (circle one) by __________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
However, by the 16th century power began to shift due to the behavior or the Church and the power Western Europeans possessed.  As stated in the Document by Steven Kreis, power began to change over time because (use the document from the handout and explain in your own words) ____________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

	EXCELLENT (5)

· Clearly identifies and accurately defines an enduring issue.
· Develops a thoughtful and in-depth argument about it impacts people or how they have been affected. 

· Explained how it continued to be an issue or change over time clearly and in depth.
· Is more analytical or descriptive
	GOOD (4)

· Identifies and accurately

defines an enduring issue.
· Develops a thoughtful argument in some depth about how the E.I. affected people.

· Explained how it continued to be an issue or change over time with details.

· Provides some analysis.
	SATISFACTORY (3-1)

· Identifies and accurately defines an enduring issue; may include minor inaccuracies or identifies, but does not define an enduring issue.
· Argument is not clearly explained on in depth about how the E.I. affected people.

· Explained how it continued to be an issue or change over time, but lacks clarity or depth.

· Lacks analysis; provides only description.
	UNSATISFACTORY (0)

· Fails to develop the task or may only refer to the issue in a general way; OR includes no relevant facts, examples, or details; OR includes only evidence copies from the documents; OR includes only entire documents copied; OR  is illegible; OR is a blank paper.


