The Great Schism
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I. Introduction
In the Western Roman Empire, there were many problems with the government, chaos, and civil wars.  As a result, the Christian church took control.  However, in the Byzantine Empire (Eastern Rome), the emperor was still in charge and it was peaceful.  Both the Western Roman Empire and the Byzantine Empire were Christian, but they had disagreements over who should be in charge of the Christians.  The Pope believed he was the only one who could speak for God and felt he should make all the decisions for the Christians and have power over all church leaders, even the ones in the East. The Byzantine emperor disagreed with the Pope and wanted to be in charge of the Christians in his land.  This caused many disagreements within the Christian Church, which caused the Great Schism (split) in 1054.
DIRECTIONS: Read below about the Great Schism between the Byzantine Empire and Western Rome.  Highlight/underline the differences between the two churches and fill in the template below.

II. The Great Schism 
There were many disagreements between the Western Roman Empire and the Byzantine Empire over church leadership and church traditions.  The Christian church was one church, but because the East and the West had different ideas, it split into two.  The church in the East, in the Byzantine Empire was called the Eastern Orthodox Church.   The church in the West began to be known as the Roman Catholic Church.  
Both churches had different ideas on who had power, the language that should be used for church services, marriage, as well as other traditions.  Roman Catholics believed that the Pope had all the power over all of the church, not the Roman Emperor.  However, the Eastern Orthodox Church believed that Byzantine emperor had power over church and church leaders.  The church services in the Roman Catholic Church were spoken in Latin, while the Eastern Orthodox felt church services were spoken in Greek or other languages people spoke in the area.  The Roman Catholics also felt that priests should not married and no one should be able to get a divorce, while the Eastern Orthodox thought marriage should be allowed for priests and divorce can be allowed.  The Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox Church also had differences over religious icons, or religious pictures that show people who are holy in the Christian religion.  The Eastern Orthodox Church did not want the Roman Catholic Church to make icons.  As a result, Eastern Orthodox followers broke into many Roman Catholic Churches to destroy icons, known as iconoclasts.      

In 1054, Eastern and Western Rome had different religious beliefs.  As a result, the church split into two.  This was known as _______________________________.  In the East, Byzantine Empire, the church was called ______________________________.  In Western Rome, the church was called ________________
________________________.  Both the Eastern Orthodox Church and Roman Catholic Church disagreed on many things.  One thing both Churches disagreed on was (state 1st difference)______________________. For example, the Roman Catholic Church believed that (explain the 1st disagreement) _____________________

______________________________________________________, while the Eastern Orthodox Church believed that _____________________________________________________________________.  A second difference was (state 2nd difference)___________________________.  The Roman Catholic Church believed that (explain the 2nd disagreement) _________________________________________

__________________________________________________________. This differed from the Eastern Orthodox Church, which believed that _____________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________.  A third difference was (state 3rd difference)___________________________.  The Roman Catholic Church believed that (explain the 3rd disagreement) ___________________________________________________________. This differed from the Eastern Orthodox Church, which believed that ____________________________________

___________________________________________________________.  The Great Schism could be avoided/could not be avoided (circle one) because _________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________.

Name: 




_________



Band: 



Eastern Orthodox vs. Roman Catholic Perspective

ACTVITY: After learning about The Great Schism, create a poster about one of the beliefs from the Eastern Orthodox Church and Roman Catholic Church and their point of view about the belief.  Be sure to write an explanation about your poster explaining the point of view of each on the belief chosen.  



Belief _______________________________

EXPLANATION (4-6SENTENCES) 
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	EXCELLENT
· Cleary shows both points of view.

· Explains a belief of the Eastern Orthodox and Roman Catholic Church using accurate and relevant information in the written statement that demonstrates a clear and detailed understanding of the cause of the Great Schism.

· Uses key words accurately.

· Product is creative, accurate, and complete.
	GOOD

· Clearly shows both points of view.

· Explains  a belief of the Eastern Orthodox and Roman Catholic Church using relevant information in the written statement that demonstrates an understanding of the Great Schism 

· Uses key words in which most are accurately used.

· Product is complete and creative 
	SATISFACTORY

· Shows both points of view/or shows one accurately, but not the other.

· Uses supporting details that are relevant, but limited, general, or inconsistent in the written statement about the belief of both churches.
· Does not use key words and/or does not display a clear understanding of the definition.

· Product is complete.
	UNSATISFACTORY

· Shows both points of view/ or shows one accurately, but not the other.
· There are minimal details and/or details given are not accurate about the belief chosen. 
· Key words are not used or inaccurate.
· Product is incomplete
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