The Incas
I. Introduction
At first, the Incas were small tribe that lived in the city of Cuzco.  They worshipped gods of nature, believed in omens, and dreams.  Around 1430 B.C.E., a neighboring tribe attacked the Incas.  The Incas won.  As a result, the Inca Empire began.  The Incas settled in the Andes Mountains of Peru, which had a major impact on their development.  The land the Incas ruled became known as “the land of the four quarters”.  It was named that because the Inca Empire was divided into four parts for ruling purposes.  Over the next 100 years, the Inca Empire grew into a vast empire.  The Incas were able to build a vast empire by demanding loyalty from conquered people.  At the height of their power, the Inca Empire was 2,500 miles long, 500 miles wide, and home to 12 million people.  

II. Geographic Context of South America

The Incas settled in Western South America, which includes a wide variety of climates and terrains.  The narrow coastal plains are dry, lifeless desert crossed by occasional river valleys.  Further inland, the snow-capped Andes Mountains rise steeply, leveling off into high plateaus that bake by day and freeze at night.  East of the Andes lies dense jungles that stretch from Peru to Brazil.  Native American people developed many different styles of life across South America.  Hunters and gathers thrived in some regions, while farmers grew root crops in the Amazon rain forests.  Thousands of years ago, people settled in fishing villages along the desert coast of Peru.  Gradually, they expanded inland, farming the river valleys that run up into high land plateaus.  Using careful irrigation, they grew corn, cotton, squash, and beans.  On the mountain slopes, they cultivated potatoes, eventually producing 700 varieties.  In high plateaus, they domesticated the llama and the alpaca.      
How did the geographic context of South America impact the development of Inca civilization?_____________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

DIRECTIONS: Using the documents, analyze the actions taken by the Incans to adapt to their environment as well as other achievements. 
	INCAN ACHIEVEMENTS

	Roads & Bridges

...We can only marvel at the ability of the Sapa Inca [chief ruler] to control his vast domains, separated as they were not only by long distances, but by dramatic changes in altitude. Inca engineers developed a massive road system over some of the most rugged terrain on earth, a lattice [network] of highways and tracks that covered a staggering 19,000 miles (30,000 km). The Inca empire could never have been created without this communication system that carried important officials, government correspondence, entire armies, and all manner of commodities and trade goods. Road-building started long before Inca times, for earlier states like Chimor on the coast also needed to connect dense concentrations of farmers in widely separated valleys. But the Incas vastly extended the network. The resulting lattice was a conceptual framework for the quipu makers, who used the sequences of sites on the roads to relate different areas to one another. Anthropologist John Murra has called these roads the "flag" of the Inca state, for they were a highly visible link between the individual and the remote central government. The same lattice of communication helped define symbolic alignments, link sacred shrines to the Temple of the Sun in Cuzco, and even separate different groups of people living near the capital ...

Source: Brian M. Fagan, Kingdoms of Gold, Kingdoms of Jade: The Americas Before Columbus, Thames and Hudson
Incas also built suspension bridges over canyons (large gaps) using huge cables made of woven reed.  If a bridge broke, local workers rushed to fix it so that travel could continue.  Every other year, the bridges made by the Incas were replaced.[image: image1.jpg]




	Terrace farming

To feed millions of people in the Incan Empire, the Incas used terrace farming so they could grow crops on the steep mountain slopes.  They carved out strips of land to be held in place by stone walls.  These terraces kept rains from washing away the soil and made farming possible in places where flat land was limited.  Farmers had to spend part of each year working land for the emperor for their own communities.  All land belonged to the Incas, but cultivation and crops were given to specific groups of people.  The government took over each harvest and divided it among the people and saving some in case of famine.  
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Machu Picchu

Machu Picchu, meaning “Old Peak”, is a city located high in the Andes Mountains in modern day Peru. It is one of the seven wonders of the world.   Machu Picchu was most likely a royal estate and religious retreat.  It has 200 buildings, most that were residencies (where people lived), as well as temples, storage structures, and other public buildings.  About 1,200 people lived in and around Machu Picchu.  Most structures are built of granite block cuts with bronze or stone tools, and smoothed with sand.  The blocks fit together perfectly without concrete.  Incas planted crops, such as potatoes and maize around Machu Picchu.  

	Medical Advances

The Incas developed some important medical practices, including surgery on the human skull.  In such operations, they first cleaned the operating area and then made the patient unconscious with a drug, similar to what modern doctors do today (ex: anesthesia).  The Incas’ medical practices were far more superior than that of the Europeans.  

	Government

The Incas had a strong central government.  The leader of the Inca people was the Sapa Inca, the emperor.  He was not elected, but born into the position.  The Sapa was very powerful and everything belonged to him.  The Sapa would put his relatives in power as well.  Because punishment was harsh, for example, if you were caught stealing or cheating, your hands or feet were cut off, no one broke the law.  Also, the government was in charge of, building bridges and roads and aqueducts to carry water to the people, as well as taking care of the people, for example, giving food to people during a drought and in times of natural disasters (like earthquakes), the government would also send troops with food and blankets.  


Name: ___________________________________

 Band: ______________
Impact of Environment on Humans (Inca Civilization)

Due to the geographic context of South America, the Incas had to adapt to their environment.  Using the Enduring Issue – impact of environment on humans- fill in the template below explaining how this environment impacted Inca civilization.  Use the documents from today as well as your knowledge of Social Studies.
Impact of Environment on Humans: impact of natural physical barriers, impact of access to seas, impact of natural resources, impact of access to fertile soil, impact of physical geography, impact of natural disasters, impact of flooding, impact of earthquake destruction, impact of destruction by tsunamis, impact of efforts to mitigate (lessen/ease) natural disasters.  

An enduring issue is an issue that exists across time. It is one that many societies have attempted to address with varying degrees of success. One enduring issue is impact of environment on humans, which means (USE AN APPROPRIATE DEFINITION THAT RELATES TO SOUTH AMERICA)  ___________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________. This enduring issue has been seen in South America’s geography. One example of the enduring issue of impact of environment on humans can be seen in South America’s geography is (sentence explanation) _____________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

This enduring issue of impact of environment on humans impacted Inca civilization in a positive/negative way because _______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

A second example of the enduring issue of impact of environment on humans can be seen in South America’s geography is (sentence explanation) ____________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

This enduring issue of impact of environment on humans impacted Inca civilization in a positive/negative way because __________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

	Excellent (5)

· Clearly identifies and accurately defines an enduring issue.

· Develops a thoughtful and in-depth argument about it impacts people or how they have been affected. 

· Is more analytical or descriptive
	GOOD (4)
· Identifies and

· accurately defines an enduring issue.

· Develops a thoughtful argument in some depth about how the E.I. affected people.

· Provides some analysis.
	SATISFACTORY (3-1)
· Identifies and accurately defines an enduring issue; may include minor inaccuracies or identifies, but does not define an enduring issue.

· Argument is not clearly explained on in depth about how the E.I. affected people.

· Lacks analysis; provides only description.
	UNSATISFACTORY (0)
· Fails to develop the task or may only refer to the issue in a general way; OR includes no relevant facts, examples, or details; OR includes only evidence copies from the documents; OR includes only entire documents copied; OR  is illegible; OR is a blank paper.


