What is Civilization?
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The first civilizations started because of agriculture.  Agriculture, or farming, caused a dramatic change in how people lived.  People were now able to grow food to support themselves, and they started living in larger, more organized communities, like villages, which eventually lead to towns and cities.  Every society that is considered a civilization has eight general features in common.
I. Features of a Civilization

Directions: Actively read (highlight/underline important information, circle words you do not understand) about the features of civilizations and answer the questions that follow.  Then provide evidence from the town, city, states, and/or country to prove you live in a civilization.
	FEATURE
	EVIDENCE THAT YOU LIVE IN A CIVILIZATION

	Cities

Cities were the places where the first civilizations were born.  A city is more than just a place with lots of people.  The difference between a village and a city is that the city is a center of trade.  Ancient cities depended on trade between people who grew more food than they could eat and decided to sell or trade it.


	

	Government

The large population of growing cities made it necessary for organized, effective governments.  Governments keep peace and make important decisions for large groups of people.  Governments protect their citizens and control public resources.  In order for this to be done, taxes are collected.


	

	Complex Religions

Most ancient people were polytheistic, meaning they believed in many gods.  They mostly worshipped forces of nature that strongly influenced their lives, such as sun gods, river goddesses and other spirits.  In order to please these gods, ancient people sacrificed animals, built temples (religious buildings) and eventually, wrote down the beliefs of religions in sacred books.


	

	Job Specialization

People living in cities developed many different kinds of jobs.  We call this job specialization.    For example, some people became skilled craft workers, who made pottery or objects out of wood.  Some were bricklayers, who built walls, or soldiers who defended the city, merchants who sold goods in the marketplace, and so on.


	

	Social Classes

In cities, social organizations became complex.  People were ranked according to their jobs.  This ranking led to the growth of social classes.  Priests and nobles were at the top of ancient society.  Then, merchants, followed by craft workers were lower in society.  Finally, peasants and farmers lived in villages and grew food for the city.  In ancient societies, slaves were at the lowest level.  People became slaves due to family debt or because of war.


	

	Arts & Architecture

People expressed their beliefs and values of a civilization through creativity.  Different styles were developed and copies by societies.  Often, the art was used to impress visitors and people about the beauty and power of a king or a community.


	

	Public Works

The government would create jobs to help and benefit the community. For example, hiring people to build things such as a wall to protect from attack or a canal to help in irrigation would help insure the survival of a people


	

	Writing 

Records were needed to keep accounts on trade goods and food storage. Writing was needed because the information became too complex. In addition, one needed to express more complex ideas such as "belief" and "social order" where pictures and words simply would not be enough.

	


*HOMEWORK*
DIRECTIONS: Analyze each document below. For each, identify which feature of civilization it is an example of and explain why you choose that feature. *Some may have more than one answer.*
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Document 1: Code of Hammurabi 
The Code of Hammurabi was a set of laws written around 1780 BCE. Hammurabi was the ruler of Babylon, a city-state in Mesopotamia. Hammurabi had his laws inscribed on large stone monuments called stele that were placed on public places for all people to see. The code of Hammurabi contained 282 laws, written by scribes on 12 tablets. The Code consists of rules and punishments if those rules are broken. The structure of the code is very specific, with each offense receiving a specified punishment. 
Document 1 is evidence of (choose feature of civilization) ____________________________________

because (explain what proof from the document to support your answer) ______________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

Document 2: Mohenjo-Daro, Indus River Valley Civilization
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Mohenjo-daro was a city in the Indus Valley Civilization built around 2600 B.C.E., located in present day Pakistan. Mohenjo-daro was the largest, most sophisticated city discovered from the Indus River Valley Civilization. It was layout based on a grid of streets and at its height the city probably had around 35,000 residents. The buildings of the city, of particularly advanced designed, had structures constructed of same-sized sun dried bricks of baked mud and burned wood. The public buildings of those cities also suggest a high degree of social organization. The city included a granary ducts to circulate beneath the stored grain to dry it. There was also a great public bath, with steps down to a brick-lined pool in a courtyard. The elaborate bath area had been extremely well built, with a layer of natural tar to keep it from leaking, and in the center stood the pool. Measuring 12m x 7m, with a depth of 2.4m, the pool had been likely used for religious or spiritual ceremonies. The city included the world's first urban sanitation systems. Within the city, individual homes or groups of homes obtained water from wells. Some of the houses included rooms that appear to have been set aside for bathing, wastewater diverted to covered drains, which lined the major streets. 
Document 2 is evidence of (choose feature of civilization) ____________________________________

because (explain what proof from the document to support your answer) ______________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
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Document 3: Hierarchy in Ancient Egypt
Document 3 is evidence of (choose feature of civilization) _____________________________________________
because (explain what proof from the document to support your answer) ____________________________
_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________.
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Document 4: Egyptian Book of the Dead
The Egyptian Book of the Dead was both a description of the ancient Egyptian idea of the afterlife and a collection of hymns, spells, and instructions to guide the dead through the challenges that Egyptians believed they would meet in the afterlife. Copies of the book were printed on papyrus and placed in the coffins or burial chambers of the deceased, so they could use them in the afterlife.
Document 4 is evidence of (choose feature of civilization) ____________________________________

because (explain what proof from the document to support your answer) ______________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

	4-5
· Uses relevant information in the activity that demonstrates a clear and detailed understanding of the features of civilization. 

· Template is accurate, detailed, and complete.  Student displays a great understanding of features of civilization.
	2-3.5
· Uses relevant information in the activity that demonstrates a clear and somewhat detailed understanding of understanding of the features of civilization.
· Template is complete, with some detail and/or has some minor inaccuracies. 
	0-1/redo
· Not enough details and information on the features of civilization.
· Does not display a clear understanding of the features of civilizations OR incomplete


